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Staff list 2005-2006
Academic Staff

Headmistress
Mrs S Bradley BSc (Hop s) PGCE, MlBiol, CBiol, Portsmouth Et Oxford

Assistant Head Pastoral/Head of Sixth Form
Mrs A de Montjoie BA MA PGCE Leeds, Kings Cantab
English Et Drama, Media Studies

Senior School Staff
Ms P Absalom BA (Hons), PGCE Exeter English Et Drama

Mrs M Ayela Licence ES, PGCE Exeter Spanish
Mr C Baillie BSc (Hons), PGCE Keele Biology/Psychology
Mrs S Barnes MSc BSc (Hons), PGCE Bangor, Plymouth Mathematics
Mr P Barter BA (Hons), PGCE Exeter, Wales History/Careers Coordinator
Miss Claire Bennett BA, PGCE Wales Art

Mr C Brown BA Cert Ed Plymouth PE/Outdoor Pursuits
Miss R Caplehorn BSc, PGCE Exeter PE/Dance/School Council
Mrs H Coyne-Stacey BA (Hons), PGCE Dublin German/MFL/EFL/English

Mrs T Craven BA (Hons), OTS Brighton PE/English
Mrs L Creates MA BA (Hons), PGCE Oxford Geography
Mrs L Decamville BA (Hons), Cert Ed Exeter Head of English

as a Foreign Language
Mr I Diffey BEd (Ho ps), Cert Ed,

PG Dip
Exeter ICT

Mrs J Dobbyn Cert Ed, BEd, DPSE London Business Studies
Mr G Dunbar Cert Ed, PGCE Cheshire College,

Middlesex
Art 8 Technology

Mrs V Elce BA (Hons), PGCE London, Oxford Geography/RE /PSE
Miss E Evans BA (Hons), PGCE Exeter MFL/PE

Mrs G Fletcher Cert Ed Leeds Home Economics
Miss K Gardner BA (Hons), PGCE Nottingham, UEA History
Mr S Griffin BEd (Hons), HND Cheltenham,

Farnborough
English/History/RE/
PE/Boys Tutor

Mrs A Head BA (Hons) Mathematics
Mrs J Jorgensen BA (Hons), PGCE Hull English Et Drama

Mrs M Kearney
(Senior Teacher)

BEd (Hons) Exeter Assessment/Exams
Officer/Biology

Mrs S Kensinqton BA (Hons), PGCE, AMBDA Essex, Matlock SENCo
Mrs J Lawrence BSc Ed (Hons), PG Dip

Maths Ed
Exeter Head of Mathematics

Mr S Lea M Mus, LTCL (Piano),
GTCL (Hons), OTS

Bristol, Trinity College
of Music, London

Director of Music

Mrs J Lean BA (Hons), Dip Music OU Assistant Director of Music
Mrs C Middleton MA BA (Hons) Westminster, Exeter EFL

Mrs J Middleton BA (Hons), PGCE London Head of English Et Drama
Mrs A Richards BSc Ed (Hons) Exeter Head of Physics
Mr C Shaw BSc (Hons), PGCE London Head of Chemistry

Mrs H Skuckova BA (Hons), PGCE Prague Mathematics
Mr D Veal BA (Joint Hons),

PGCE (with credit)
Liverpool Science/Boys Tutor

Mrs K Veal
(Senior Teacher)

BEd (Hons) Worcester Administration/Food
Technology

Mrs N Winston Licence d'Anglais French
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Staff list 2005-2006
Academic/Administrative Staff

II
Mrs J Cross
Mrs J Piller
Mrs L Sharrock
Miss N Shute
Mrs G Thompson

rs E Gainer
Mrs M Hawkins
Ms B Fulford

Mrs J Fairbrother MEd, BA

	

ds, Exeter

	

t'endteacher
Mrs C Coyle MA, BEd Michigan, Kingston

	

Deputy Head
Mr M Appleby BEd (Hans), Primary Eng. Lit., Bristol

	

Year 4 Girls
Dip Psych of Ed

Mr M Ayer BSc Ed (Primary) Vermont, USA

	

Year 4 Boys
Mrs M Blockley NVO3 Early Years Care Classroom Assistant

Education
Mr C Brown BA (Hans), CertEd Plymouth

	

Head of PE
Mrs J Burgess BA (Hans) French Et Latin, CertEd Reading, Toulouse

	

French
Miss J Edwards NNEB Classroom Assistant

PlymouthMiss J Evered BEd (Hans) Art Et Design
Ms E Fabian BEd, PGCE (Secondary) Plymouth Girls' PE
Mr N Futrell BA (Hans), PGCE (Primary) Exeter Year 3 Girls
Mrs S Holmes
Mrs J Lean

BA (Hans) History ofArt, PGCE
BA (Hans) Dip Music

Exeter
OU Music Et Performing Arts

Mrs M Pallister BEd (Hans), Primary Ed Science Plymouth
Mrs S Pannell BA Ed (Hons) Exeter Year 2 Boys
Mrs J Parsons Classroom Assistant
Mr K Perkins BEd (Hans) Geography Bangor, Wales
Mrs R Reynolds BSc Biological Science, PGCE Manchester
Mrs J Sanders NNEB Classroom Assistant
Mrs C Simmons BA Ed (Huns) Exeter
Mrs L Smale BA, PGCE Winchester
Mrs F Waring CertEd DELE PMnouth

rman City Et Gui m Assistant

rnr .

	

. rt Assistant
Nursery Teacher
Learning Support Assistant
Nursery Assistant
Nursery Assistant
Nursery Assistant

Ed ons,Cert
BEd (Hans), Cert SN

—ammisawmask_iI.,;
Boarding House Staff

Preparatory School Staff

Learning Support Staff

Nursery School Staff

1enrA
mtng Support

rig Support Assistant

Peripatetic Music Staff
Double Bass

Flute
KeyboardEtPiano
Recorder Et Piano
Piano
RecorderftPiano
Violin Et Viola
Percussion
Guitar
Brass

Voice FtFlute
Piano
Clarinet Ft Saxophone
Piano

Cello

Chaplain
Reverend C Knott BA

Administration Et Finance
Headmaster's Secretary
Registrar
Bursar
Estates Bursar
School Secretary
Junior School Secretary
Junior School
Administration Assistant	 Mrs C Ettridge	
Bursar's Assistants

	

Mrs M Barnard
	 Mrs G Hanbury
Resource Administrator	 Mrs V Chatfield
Gap Student

	

Miss Veronica
	 Tierney	

Medical Department

Mr M Allnat
Ms A O'Donovan
Mrs J Baldwin
Miss L Cross
Mrs A Brown
Miss L Cross
Miss C Hayek
Miss Hiley
Mr P Hill
Mr M Holland
Mrs S Farleiqh
Mr P Hurst
Mr T Lakeman
Mrs E McMahon
Mrs H Wills

	Ms D Robins
Miss F White
Mr S DrabbleBSc
Mrs H Goodwin
Mrs S Heard
Mrs F Martin

School Medical Officer

School Nurse

Assistant Nurse

Dr D Milburn
	MB, BS
Miss S Edworthy
	RGN RMDip
Miss M Leslie-Ellis
SEN SNR

Senior Housemistress
Junior Housemistress

	

Mrs S Cooke
Assistant Housemistress

	

Mrs G Hetcher
Assistant Housemistress

	

Miss M Leslie-Ellis
Assistant House Tutors

	

Miss Laura Agnew,
Miss Edwina Bone

Maintenance Team
Mr D Seccombe

	

NEBOSH Gen Cert Plymouth CFE

	

Maintenance Et Security Management
Mr T Chant

	

Maintenance
Mr J. Wakeham

	

Maintenance
Mr P Stephens

	

Head Groundsman

Other

School Outdoor Activities Coordinator
School Tennis Coaches
Speech Et Drama
Laboratory Technician
Staff Support Technician

tering Manager

School Governors
Chairman

	

Dr P J Key,
OBE, MB, BS, MSc

Vice Chair

	

Mr R Barlow, DL FRICS
	Mrs K Reece,F Inst. LEX

Chair of Finance	 Mr H Akhtar
Mr H Anderson,BSc (Hons)
Mrs A Anning
Mrs M Batten,BSc
Mr A C J Cooper,BSc (Hans)
Miss F R Evans, Cert Ed
Cdr B Key
Rev C Knott BA
Mr R Wyatt-Haines,FCIB, MCIM, MBA

Honorary Members
Mr G H Bush CB

Clerk to the Governors
Mr SDrabbleBSc
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ter, PG Dip Warwick PGCE

Cert Ed 11EC Leeds
SEN SNR

Mr C Brown,
Mr R Bond, Mrs J Htiug
Ms J Berry, MA BA (Hans), Mrs R Dawson, MA BA (Hans)
Mrs A Milford
Mr J Harle
Mr P Milward, MHCIMA



From the Study Window

As I reflect on my first year as
Headmistress, I am delighted to report
that Stover has enjoyed an extremely busy

and successful year. The School is
flourishing in all areas.

We have continued the development of
our Diamond School, welcoming thirty
boys into the Senior School and extending
coeducation to Year 1 in the Preparatory

School.
There have been exciting developments

in our facilities . After all the planning
and construction work, our four state-of-
the-art Science Laboratories and four
classrooms were fully operational on the
first day of the autumn term 2005 . In
March 2006 Professor John Tooke, Dean
of the Peninsula Medical School, officially
opened the Key Building and there was an

extensive programme of events during
Science Week which I know inspired
pupils and parents alike.

A major refurbishment was completed
in Clockhouse and Stover Preparatory
School now occupies the whole of this
area . There are additional classrooms and
rooms dedicated to Art and ICT together
with an upgraded Library suite.

In addition, the Senior School Library
has been extensively restocked ; there is
new furniture and a library management
system has been installed.

Academic standards continue to rise.
This year our examination results at GCSE
and A Level are outstanding and we have
set some new school records . At A Level
we achieved a 100% pass rate and our
percentage of A and B grades increased by
an impressive 9% from 2005. Our
percentage of A-E grades also increased
by 4% from 2005. For the fourth
consecutive year we achieved a Top
candidate award in A Level Pure
Mathematics. In light of this award we
have been included in the Good Schools
Guide in recognition of this outstanding
result. At GCSE the percentage of pupils
achieving A' and A grades increased by an
exceptional 8% from 2005 and I am
delighted with our high ranking in the
Times newspaper Top Schools for our
GCSE results.

At Stover we aim to develop the whole
person and provide a breadth and balance
of opportunities . We are "bringing out
what is within", maximizing each
individual's potential . Our core values,
underpinning the ethos of the School,
help us to achieve the best we can for all
our pupils. This is evident throughout the
Preparatory and Senior Schools as pupils
participate in Sport, Music, Art and
Drama, as well as the extensive extra
curricular programme of activities. This
year we introduced new activities
including fencing, judo, chess and Italian.

In addition, many educational visits
have taken place increasing our pupils'
experiences outside the classroom . There
have been numerous History and
Geography field trips, Science and Careers
fairs and theatre visits. Further afield, we
ran our annual French exchange and ski
trip and, more recently, our very
successful Geography trip to California.

Stover is a very special school . We are
all part of a community and, as the
present generation of pupils and staff, we
are carrying on the tradition and core
values that have always been so
important at Stover.

I look forward to another excellent and
successful year at Stover for all our pupils
and I am very privileged to be leading the
school at this time.

Mrs Susan Bradley
Headmistress

Stover School Magazine 2005-2006



Sa Ivete

Sue Cooke, Junior Boarding
Mistress, previously Assistant
Housemistress at Sherborne
School for Girls.

Ian Diffey, teaching on a
temporary basis last year,
delivering the ICT curriculum this
year.

Emma Garner, peripatetic
Learning Support Teacher, last
taught at Wendron C of E Primary
School in Helston, Cornwall .

Duncan Vea
and PE for boys in the Senior
School, replaces Nick Futrell who
becomes a fule teate at
Stover Prep S

	

ol, and Ted Ensor.
Mr Veal was previously teacher of
PE at Tower House School and
Head of PE at Gramercy,
before which he taught
Science and
Physics at
the Royal
Wolverha
School .

manda Head, temporary teacher
of Year 5 Boys in the Prep School.

Ica Tierney, Gap Year
from Stover Sixth Form,

Administrative Assistant.
wina Bone and Laura Agnew,

both Gap Year Students from
Australia will remain with us until
December 2006.

tenham, ha
ied at Exeter Unive



Valete

At the end of a very full academic year we have some fond farewells to say to members of staff who
will be sorely missed and our grateful thanks for their services to Stover go with them:

Goodbye to . . ..
Sarah Barnes joined Stover in
September 2002 to teach
Mathematics but she and her
husband have decided to move to
Australia to live . Her results,
particularly at A Level, have been
outstanding . Good luck 'down
under', Mrs Barnes!

Joyce Burgess has also decided to
retire from teaching . She has
taught French in both Stover
Preparatory School and in the
Senior School for four years.

Ria Caplehorn is leaving to teach
PE in a large maintained school.
She is also getting married in the
summer and we wish her every
happiness in her new life.

Vicki Chatfield is moving on to
work more directly with students
at a local secondary school . She
has been an extremely important
and flexible member of staff at
Stover - running the school
uniform and stationery shops,
acting as resource manager for
staff and the Art Department
especially - and a great support to
students (see article, A Day in the
Life of. .)

Sue Cooke, Junior Boarding
Mistress, is moving back to her
family home in Cornwall . She will
be especially missed by the junior
boarders.

Ian Diffey joined us initially to
cover ICT following Mr Malcolm
Palmer's illness and ended up
staying for over a year! Our
thanks for his assistance and
friendly flexibility.

Emma Garner, our peripatetic
learning support teacher, is
expecting a baby in the autumn,
but we hope to welcome her back
in the near future.

Susan Heard, Senior School
Secretary, has taken up an
administrative and pastoral role at
a large maintained school now her
daughter, Vicky, has moved on to
Higher Education from Stover.
Thanks for everything, Sue .

Jackie Hough joined Stover as our
tennis coach in 1993 and many
pupils have benefited from her
teaching and her exciting trips to
Wimbledon each summer. We
wish her lots of happiness in
retirement.

Jane Lawrence has been offered a
teaching fellowship at Exeter
University. She will undertake
research leading to a PhD, as well
as teaching PGCE students . She
has made a terrific impact on the
Department in her short time as
Head of Mathematics.

Julia Lean has played a major role
in the musical life of the Senior
and Preparatory School since
September 2003 . Her long daily
journey from Lostwithiel has led
her to take this decision . Her
ability to keep serenely calm
during the tension of the creative
process of production and
performance was a superb
example to us all .



Speech Day, October 2005

From Common Daisy to Glorious Sunflower!
Rachel Marsh, Head Girl 2005-2006, certainly made her mark at
Stover and has been a great hit in the Music and Drama Departments,
never failing to present herself as a shining example to her teachers,
peers and younger students . Here is an extract from her enchanting
and endearing speech made at Speech Day, October 2005

"Personal Transformation is natural. Some of
us could say that it is to be expected, or even
welcomed, but one thing is for certain, it
never stops. Today most of us are still
changing, whether we feel it or not, and the
amazing thing is it's o process which can
continue until the sunset of our lives. Take
me for example; you could say that when I
stoned here, I was a shy, timid, little daisy
hiding amongst a bed of exuberant, confident
roses. Well maybe I haven't quite reached
the elegance and perfection of the rose, but I
feel I hove transformed into an open, joyful
sunflower, not afraid of standing tall
amongst my peers. Let me share with you
the process of my transformation.

Have a look behind me. What do you see?
The names of 75 Head Girls who, since 1934,
have worn this badge. When I was in Year 7,
I would always sit and stare at this board
(often during assemblies) scanning each
individual name carefully. At the time I
wondered whether anyone would ever notice
me ; would the name 'Rachel' ever be
considered fitting to stand alongside Mellon,
Fizzy and Camilla? Surely only powerful
confident girls could ever reach those dizzy
heights? And yet six years later, here I am,
standing in front of you, even if I did nearly
fall off my chair when told I'd been chosen!

"So, what happened in all those years?
Indeed, where did they go? I can look back
now and pick out specific 'touchstones'
which have shaped my life and turned me
into this seventeen year old young woman
who truly believes I have something to offer.

9'm not afraid to soy this to you: there
have been hard times but hardy little flowers
can survive, even in adverse conditions . No
school is ever free of its bullies ; no teenager
is ever free from emotional stress ; at some
time, everyone experiences difficulties in
relating to their peers. And yes, that was me,
struggling to break through these hard
barriers. But I feel that over the years I have
come to 'find' myself with the valued support
of caring staff and an eclectic mix of fellow
students of all ages, shapes and sizes,

especially those who have shared my love of
music.

"Certainly music means the world to me.
It is my inspiration, my motivation and my
solace. Back in Year 5, I wrote my own carol
and sang it in public and received
compliments! Later, I achieved a music
scholarship and embarked upon real singing
lessons, learning how to combine technical
expertise with heartfelt emotion. And then
come the opportunity to audition for the
National Youth Choir of Great Britain . How
grand that sounds! I may not fly down the
100 metres track for my country, or score
goals, but I DO sing for my country.

"It was the National Youth Choir that most
definitely taught me the meaning of the word
confidence. It has been yet another personal
transformation for me, changing my life and
giving me a whole new insight into the world
of singing. I always come away with a
tremendous positive attitude os well as
happy memories, but the hard part is always
saying goodbye to people who are more than
just friends. There has been one specific
person who has helped me through my
transformation and who has been very
inspiring, and that has been my conductor
Deborah Catterall. She gave me o quote for
life which I carry with me every day:

'The future belongs to those who believe in
the beauty of their dreams'
"What is your passion in life? How long have
you had your passion? Do you think it will
last until you are about 35, maybe even 40,
or will it change? Well to me, one passion
you may have when you are at a very young
age could transform into another passion
when you are older. Take some celebrities for
example; was it ever Robbie William's passion
to become a famous pop singer? Was it ever
Simon Cowell's destiny to become 'Mr Nasty'
on The X factor? And was it ever Johnny
Depp's dream to be an actor on the big
screen? Enthusiasm is the key, as are
curiosity and ambition. I bet some of you
sitting here today are thinking 'what can I

achieve in five years time?' Well I was
thinking the same at your age. I felt I was
different and that I stood out from the crowd
but since Year 7 the ambition I had then I
still have now and hopefully it will still carry
on.

"So what lies ahead? Exciting times I
hope. My application is in for a number of
conservatoires. When 1 line up this time next
year to collect my A level certificates, I will, I
hope, have been transformed yet again, into
an undergraduate student, living away from
home and experiencing new and exciting
things.

"I cannot stress how much Stover has
changed me into the person I am today ; in
fact my whole experience here has been
fantastic. I would just like to take this small
opportunity to thank all staff, past and
present, for everything ; for being
understanding, for being caring and for
helping me to break through my barriers . No
longer do I see myself as that shy little daisy,
but on open, tall and most definitely,
confident Sunflower.

When obstacles stand in your way, pick
them up, then pack them up ; take a new,
deep breath (crucial for singers), turn around
and face the world afresh, knowing you are a
powerful poised individual, acting out of
strength and courage."

Our love and best wishes go with you
Rachel, and with all the sixth formers who
have 'passed out' and blossomed on their
journey to adulthood, higher education and
the world outside Stover.

`The future belongs to those who
believe in the beauty of their creams'

Stover School Magazine 2005—2006 [ 7 ]



Examination Results 2006

RECORD BREAKING!
For the fourth consecutive year a
Stover pupil has achieved a Top
Candidate Award . Congratulations to
Nicole Leung who was in the top five
across the country in AQA Pure
Mathematics.

A Level Results
100% pass rate
A a B Grades up by 9°/o
Overall A-E Grades up by 4%
Average UCAS points increased by 14
points

STOVER'S TOP PERFORMERS
Anthea Au achieved 4 A Levels at Grade
A in Biology, Chemistry, Pure
Mathematics and Chinese and AS Level
Geography Grade A. Anthea will read
Economics and Finance at Manchester
University.

Catriona Fallow achieved 3 A Levels
at Grade A in English, Art and Media
Studies and AS Level Psychology Grade
C. Catriona will study English and
Drama at London University.

Stephanie Ng achieved 4 A Levels
with 3 at Grade A in Pure Mathematics,
Statistics and Chinese and Chemistry
Grade C. Stephanie will read
Mathematics and Statistics at
Southampton University.

Nicole Leung achieved 4 A Levels with
2 at Grade A in Pure Mathematics and
Chinese, Geography Grade B and Music
Grade C. Nicole will study Music at
Southampton University.

Kimberley Fairbrother achieved 3 A
Levels with 2 at Grade A in Art and
Media Studies and History Grade B and
AS Level French Grade D . Kimberley will

study an Art Foundation Degree at the
Kent Institute of Art £t Design.

Head Girl Rachel Marsh achieved 3 A
Levels with 2 at Grade A in
Photography and Media Studies and
Music Grade B . Rachel will study at the
Welsh College of Music.

"These results are outstanding and are
a credit to a mixed ability school. Year
on year, pupils continue to achieve
consistently high grades at A level
which are equivalent to those of
selective education," said Mrs de
Montjoie, Head of Sixth Form.

AS Level Results
These are equally impressive including
an outstanding performance from Lucy
Webber achieving 100% in all her
modules in both English and Geography.

Headmistress, Mrs Bradley, responded
to this year's results with great pleasure,
naturally : "I am delighted with the
exceptional results achieved by my pupils
this year. They reflect their hard work
and the dedication and professionalism

of the teaching staff. This enables our
pupils to achieve their full potential
and secure places at top Universities . I
wish them all every success in the
future.

"Stover Sixth Form continues to
flourish and, in order to provide more
opportunities at this level, we are
offering two Sixth Form scholarships
from September 2006."

GCSE Results
100% Pass rate
A' Et A Grades up by 8%
Percentage of pupils gaining at least 5
grade A" to C is 88o%o
Percentage of pupils taking £t gaining 8
plus A" to C is 88%

STOVER'S TOP PERFORMERS
Hermione Williams-Copp 10 A'
Sarah Buxton 9

	

1A
Verna Mak 8A', 1A
Tabitha Cottrell 7A', 4A
Catherine Love 7A`, 1A
Chloe Collins 7A', 3A
Serena Mitchell 7A', 3A

"1 am very proud of all the pupils' hard
work and efforts to achieve these
outstanding results. We continue to
maintain our excellent record of passes
at Grade C and above in a mixed ability
environment enabling all pupils to
achieve their potential," stated Mrs Sue
Bradley.

Parents and students interested in
applying for the two Maurice Key Sixth
Form means-tested Scholarships
available from September 2006 should
contact the Head of Sixth Form, Mrs de
Montjoie.

[ 8 ] Stover School Magazine 2005-2006



Boarding Report : 2005-6

Kensa Broadhurst, Senior Housemistress,
reports on the past year 'above stairs' . ..

September 2005 was a time of big change in the boarding community at
Stover with two new Housemistresses, myself and Mrs Sue Cooke . There
were also many new girls who did not seem to take long to settle into life
here.

During the week, life in Senior Boarding is fairly routine with evenings
taken up by prep . The Juniors complete their prep earlier in the day and
so are to be found partaking in various activities such as card-making,
tennis, swimming and treasure hunts.

However, the whole community has come together for various events
throughout the year. There have been the concerts and variety shows
where many talents have been on display . We also leap on any
opportunity for a party — such as Halloween, Christmas and Easter . These

have been brilliantly organised by the Year 11 team of Tas Simpson-Sayers,
Jess Briggs, Annabelle Dodson and Kara Hook.

At weekends we go on a variety of trips or stay at school and get involved
in an activity. This year we have made cards, cooked and baked, been to the
cinema and been shopping . We do venture further afield too : horse-riding on
the moor and visits to the National Marine Aquarium, Castle Drogo, Salisbury
and Stonehenge, Clarks Village and trips to the pantomime in Torquay and the
Christingle Service at Exeter Cathedral.

I never fail to be impressed by how talented the boarders are . I was very
proud to see so many of them receiving prizes on Speech Day and they are
always involved in various events around the school . The girls seem to be able
to turn their hands to anything — be it decorating teapots, organising cake
sales for charity or driving JCBs!



Boarding

My Time at Stover

I decided at quite short notice that I
wanted to spend two terms at Stover
School in Devon, hence I did not have
time to visit the school before starting in
September 2005.

Naturally, I was very nervous and
worried about going to a school in a
foreign country, but I was pleasantly
surprised right from the outset, especially
when I realised that I was not the only
overseas pupil at Stover. It really helped
me through the first few days to know
that there were a few other girls who felt
just as lost as I did and also had the same
difficulties to follow the lessons in a
language foreign to them. But these
initial difficulties were not to last very
long and I made new friends with
overseas, as well as English, pupils. Thanks
to the extremely friendly Housemistress
and the cooks, who were all great fun, I
felt more and more at home in the
boarding house . They all tried to make
our lives at Stover as pleasant as possible.
The teachers supported us a great deal too
and explained things several times until
we understood them, and they also
elaborated on aspects that we had not
encountered before. This helped us a
great deal in our lessons and it did not
take long for me to work out that things
at Stover were done completely different
to my school in Germany. The atmosphere
in the classrooms was very pleasant.
Pupils and teachers have a more personal
relatjonship than is usual in Germany,
which made lessons far more pleasant . I
also had the impression that the teachers

were seriously interested in what I wanted
to do when I left school ; many offered me
their support when they learnt that I
wanted to come back to England to study
after completing my A Levels in Germany.

I was particularly impressed by the
actual situation in lessons ; in comparison
to Germany the groups in lessons were
really small. For example, there were only
six pupils on the Physics course. The
standard of teaching is very high and
learning is unbelievably intense . This was
particularly so in Mathematics lessons,
which were almost like lectures at
University and where the teacher only
accepted performance of the highest
level . This may appear really tough to
some, but it had its advantages. I am now
way ahead of my peers in Germany in
Mathematics, and naturally feel I have
learnt an awful lot while I was in England.
The same applies for Physics and
Chemistry, where the content of the
courses is similar, except for not such high
expectations. The classrooms were
excellently equipped and gave us
opportunities to do things we could not
do in Germany. We mainly learnt through
practical work and with that got the
feeling for what theory in practice
actually means. How would I have
otherwise understood particle theory if I
had not seen it with my own eyes?
x -learnt a lot of new and interesting
things in a short while, not only in
lessons, but also in the activities that took
place after school and from living with
many girls of my age group from different
countries. What impressed me the most
was Ten Tors. More or less by coincidence
I got involved in the training group that

was preparing for the 2006 Ten Tors
event. I only joined the group to get out
into the fresh air at weekends and to get
to see the Dartmoor National Park, which
lies practically on the doorstep. It
emerged that the training walks were far
more than an easy walk through the
National Park and that I could learn an
awful lot from them that I could not have
learnt elsewhere. Although I was in a
Netball team in Germany I had not yet
experienced what working in a team really
meant The boarding community, but
even more the Ten Tors team, showed me
what team work really meant . I also
learnt a lot about myself, about where I
thought my limits were and where they
actually were. I was so fascinated by Ten
Tors that, although I had already left
Stover, I decided to return to participate
in the Ten Tors Event in May. This was an
experience I will never forget in my whole
life and I am certain that it was not my
last Ten Tors event

	

-
I am also just as certain that this was

not my last visit to Stover.
Although I only spent a short time at

the school, it has become a second home
to me and I think that I will often be back
to visit Thanks to the success of my team
at the Ten Tors event I was able to give

	

'
back to Stover some of what Stover has
given to me and I hope that I will have
more opportunities to do something for
the school that has contributed so much:
to my personal development and w
spent such a happy and interesting ti

Alrun Guenther
September 2005 to April 2006
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House Reports

Elizabeth/Seymour House Report
Welcome to the boys of Seymour House

Lizzie/Seymour House is proud to have
supported lots of charities this year,
many chosen personally. The first event
was our fundraising day for a Moldovian
children's orphanage. Alina, a Year 13
student from Moldova, highlighted the
poverty of orphans in Moldova during a
really interesting house assembly.
Lizzie/Seymour House pupils were keen
to help and raised over £400 to buy
vitamins, medication, clothing, bedding
and an electricity generator. Mr Barter
obtained some very rare and magical
scarves in Harry Potter style which sold
like hot "snitches"

One of the most surprising outcomes
of having boys in the senior school is
the realization that boys can actually
cook ; they baked some delicious
flapjacks and they were a complete sell
out, all in aid of charity.

Despite a fantastic effort from our
House I was disappointed that we didn't
win the Interhouse music competition.
We sang our hearts out to "I'm a
Believer" and we truly believe we
should have won.

Congratulations to Sunneva Coyne-
Stacey for winning the Lizzie House cup
(two terms running) and Sebastian
Burleigh for winning the Seymour cup
for the boys.

We had a promising start to the new
academic year in sports. The first
competitions were in hockey. The girls
in Years 6, 7 and 9 all won, meaning
that overall Elizabeth House came first
in the interhouse hockey competition.
In the Year 9 matches the Lizzie team
were the only team to score a goal! A
special well done to the defenders in
that year.

This term also hosted the cross-
country competition which, despite the
usual complaints, proved a success,
especially for the girls. In the Year 6
and 7 team, the stars of the house were
Amy Large and Emily James who came
6th and 7th respectively. Overall, the
Year 6 and 7 team won which was an
excellent achievement . Lucy Loughton
(Year 8) and Amalia Elford (Year 9)
receive our congratulations after
finishing in the top ten . This helped to

place Elizabeth house second in this age
group . The senior years of the school
gave a spectacular performance coming
first overall . Tas Simpson-Sayers and
Daisy Brown finished 2nd and 3rd
respectively. Tash Corner and Tabi
Cottrell also did well to finish in the top
ten . In the Years 6 and 7 boys'
competition the team came third
overall with excellent runs from
Sebastian Burleigh who came fourth.
This secured Elizabeth/Seymour House a
second place overall.

The next event in the autumn term
was Interhouse netball which luckily we
won! Our top players were again Lucy
Loughton and Amy Jones in Year 8 - an
excellent finish to the end of a
challenging term.

Remember it's not the winning that
counts, it's the taking part!

Vicky Heard
Head of Elizabeth/Seymour House

Summer Term
The last term of the year has proved to
be extremely busy as usual! Elizabeth/
Seymour house has performed
excellently and everyone deserves huge
congratulations.

The summer term epitomises sport
and this year was no exception . Firstly
there was sports day, which on the third
attempt turned out to be a wonderfully
hot day. There were some outstanding
performances throughout the day by
both boys and girls . Some of the
winners were Emily James in the 200m
and Amy Wyatt-Haines in the high
jump and 100m . I would like to say a
special thank you to all of the Year 6
and 7 boys who had to compete in
multiple events as some of the House
were off at a football tournament.
Overall, Elizabeth House came first in
the girls competition, and Seymour
House came third, meaning that overall
we came third . Despite not winning it
was an excellent effort, and even those
who didn't go home with a medal
certainly went home with glowing
noses after the high temperatures!

The second sporting event of the
term was the Gym, Dance and
Trampolining Display. This year it was
not an interhouse competition, yet
there were still superb performances by
some of Elizabeth House. Firstly I
would like to say well done to Catherine
Gower who gave a mesmerising
performance with a hoop which she
somehow managed to throw to the very
top of Jubilee Hall, catch on her arm
and continue to spin . Alice Blower and
Charlotte Goord gave an excellent pairs
performance with some highly
interesting and impressive balances.
There was also a creative lifeguard ' s
aerobics performance which included
many Elizabeth House students and
even more pairs of Elizabeth House red
shorts!!!

This term saw a massive number of
house points gained by some students.
Our congratulations go to Kitty Ho,
Sunneva Coyne-Stacey and Alexander
Wilson . However, our astonishment
falls mainly upon Olivia Morton who
gained 115 house points - one of the
highest totals we have ever received!
This huge collection led to the House's
victory. We have been battling for this
for a while now but thanks to
everyone's determination we have
succeeded, so well done to everyone
and let's hope next year we will collect
that cup again!

Emma Wyatt-Haines
new Head of House
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House Reports

First of all I would like to say a huge thank you to Cat
Fallow. She has been our house leader for two years which
is a first for Stover. Her sense of humour and her ability to
organise and lead the house has been an inspiration to us
all . You will be greatly missed, Cat .

	

[Mr Dunbar]

The year in Mary\Templer House has been full of ups and
downs, with many near misses . Unfortunately our rendition
of 'Cabaret' at the Phyllis Dence concert didn't convince
the judges that we were, in fact, the best on the night.
Then there was sports day where we were just beaten to
the post by Vicky House, losing by only six points. Well
done to all those who participated . However, all is not lost.

The Mary House girls have been fantastic as usual . They
have competed in House hockey, netball, rounders and
tennis. Many wins, some losses but overall we have done
brilliantly. The Templer boys have done really well in all of
their sports. They have won the rugby and the football and
they also came second in the cricket. The year of sport has
been pretty good and I must say that everyone, as usual,
has put in every effort to succeed . Well done and I hope
that it continues next year!

At this point it is only fitting to say a special thanks and
farewell to Miss Caplehorn, without whose efforts I'm sure
results in Mary House and through out the whole school
would not be so positive . Miss Caplehorn, thank you and
good luck from all of us!

As always, thanks to certain individuals. Mary\Templer
House has supported several charities . Year 8, under the

Mary/Templer House Report

exceptional organisational skills of Emily Simpson and
Evette Slinger, repeated their previous charity selling Latin
American gifts to raise money for the Toy Box Charity
helping to save street children in Guatemala . They
managed to raise a fantastic £250 . Evette Slinger also
organised a fun run and raised £337 .25 for Cancer
Research . Another mention must go to the Templer boys.
They managed to raise £40 selling Sudoko puzzles around
the school for No More Landmines Day. Our money went
towards clearing landmines in Vietnam and Cambodia
where innocent people die in their own neighbourhoods by
hidden landmine explosions.

Throughout the year Mary\Templer House has suffered
losses and victories . It has seen some great individual
performances on the pitch and in the class rooms showing
that term after term we all unite . Sadly, we didn't quite
manage to win the House Cup this year ; the first time in
many moons. Nevertheless, I am really proud of our house
and their team efforts and hope that they will all continue
to support and help their house in the new academic year.

January Roberts
New Head of House

Victoria/Courtenay have had an eventful year with a good
deal of effort from nearly all its members. Although we
have not won the coveted House Cup, there have been
some excellent house point totals ; James Avery continues
to be the leading points scorer for the boys and Nicole
Foulkes, Alicia Johnson and Bethany Mudge have starred
for the girls . House Certificates were awarded to a good
number of our stalwarts at the end of the year, but there
were many who continued to be the unsung heroes of the
House . Victoria/Courtenay have always prided themselves
in their willingness to participate and this became evident
in two major events. We started the day of the House
Singing Competition full of trepidation . Our choice of
'Breathless' by the Corrs seemed rather ambitious, but by
the evening we were able to give a great performance to
win the Cup, inspired by Mrs. Middleton, Rachel Marsh and
our many talented singers, too numerous to mention.
Fantastic!

Sports day was a similar story. Although the girls came a
close third, there were some determined efforts to keep the

Victoria/Courtenay
House Report

House in touch . The boys had real talent and won most of
their events, so the combined total meant the Sports Day
Cup went to Victoria/Courtenay.

Finally, we must say goodbye to our wonderful Year 13s
and some of Year 11 . Kim Fairbrother proved a capable
House Captain and who can forget the memorable
performances of Rachel Marsh? All our sixth formers have
been a great example to our younger members, as have
Year 11.

We look forward to another action-packed year under
the captaincy of Jess Wass with her capable band of
helpers . Go Vicky/Courtenay!

Miss Evans
Victoria/Courtenay House Leader
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A Day in the Life of : Vicki Chatfield
Nothing gets you going better than a hot cup of tea.
Its a statement that many would whole heartedly agree
with including our very own Vicki Chatfield . As soon as she
walks through the door each morning, making a cup of tea
is the first thing on her overcrowded schedule . Once she
has that blessed cup of tea beside her, she is ready for
anything, even that horrendous pile of paperwork, pupils
and problems that is Stover School.

"Oh, it's not that bad," says the woman herself. "There is
just lots of admin and in my job you have to be ready to
be on demand at a moment's notice."

Indeed Vicki is our very own superwoman . With a job
that entails running two separate school shops, helping in
the Art department and coping with a temperamental
photocopier you would have to be and I am sure there are
many people who would have expired at the very thought
of the job, never mind actually doing it. Not Vicki though.
With infinite patience and a heart of gold she can weather
any Stover School storm.

Almost every teacher in the school will admit to loading
Vicki with some task or other out of the blue . This needs
photocopying or that needs organising ; there is always
something that needs doing and it often seems to fall to
Vicki who relishes her chance to be useful . One teacher
commented, "Vicki is extremely helpful. Her talents are
really diverse and you can trust her with anything ."

Stover Uniform Shop
We are here for all your uniform requirements

Blazers, Skirts, Jumpers
School bags
Sportswear

Gum Shields
Bibles, Dictionaries

Maps, Atlases

PLEASE NOTE : We are always pleased to
receive your second-hand items to resell, but we
kindly request that all blazers are dry-cleaned
before you bring them in to us. We have found
that shirts, blouses, trousers and footwear
(including socks Et trainers) do NOT sell. Due to
lack of space we are now unable to take these items.
The items are generally sold at half the new price.
The school keeps 209b of the revenue.

Term time opening hours:
Monday, Wednesday Et Friday
2 .15pm - 4.45pm
Additional hours during holiday periods
as per mailing leaflet
Contact details
Tel : (during shop hours only) 01626 365413
or the Main School Tel : 01626 354505
E-mail : uniform@stover.co .uk

The uniform shop is located at the Prep School
end of the site next to the car park
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By Chloe Collins
Her work in the Art department is also a big part of her

job. As a technician of artwork and a passionate lover of
art and craft herself she excels with displaying the girls'
and boys' artwork to its best effect . Where would all the
already panicky and nervous GCSE and A-level students be
without her help and calming influence?

Her art and craft skills extend beyond the art room,
however, as she is renowned for her card making and for
the activities she runs with the boarders, including making
lip balm, bath bombs and kites to keep them entertained.
She also runs a stall at Family Fun Day where she helps to
promote art and crafts to the public.

The most important part of her day, however, is the time
she spends in the school shops . You can find her camped
out in the stationary shop at break times and lunchtimes
and in the uniform shop in the afternoon . This aspect of
her work is no less busy than the rest but it enables her to
communicate with all the pupils and their parents who are
such a vital part of the school . There is always someone
who is in desperate need of a new pen or ruler or folder
and no parent could feel uneasy with Vicki to guide them
through the task of buying new uniform.

Vicki is always ready to help and offer advice and that is
perhaps why many of the girls turn to her for it . As an
unofficial agony aunt she listens to the pupils' problems
and offers them advice . Even the most lost and lonely
boarder or new pupil can find comfort in Vicki's warm
smile and happy countenance. "Dealing with the girls is the
best bit of my day," she says. "It makes the job worthwhile
to know that everyone is happy and everything is sorted ."

Vicki is much more than a school shop lady. She is an
integral part of the school community and the day to day
running of Stover would be virtually impossible without
her, although it may come as a surprise to some that the
secret of her success is really in that first cup of tea!



Aspects of English

English Department
(GCSE Writing to Describe)

Examination boards seem to specialise in setting
what, at first glance, could seem like rather

mundane tasks . With a little guidance, however,
students can learn how to manipulate such titles
into flights of the imagination . . . What would you
write about when faced with Describe a shopping
centre when it is closed and when it is open? Here
is how Anna Taylor (Year 11) decided to respond to
this GCSE English question:

Empty. Cold . Blank . Shards of light escape from the
window displays, causing shadows to dance and
flicker across the white, tiled floor, like ghosts . A
red laser beam cuts through the constant, roaring
greyness, accompanied by a high-pitched beep
every few minutes, just so as no-one forgets it is

there. The till trays at the check-out are open and
bare ; they have nothing to offer even the most
courageous of men who would take a chance in

this maze of alarms, traps and trickery ; the
crackling rustles of plastic bags on their racks can
be heard as they are pushed gently to and fro, by

STOVER SCHOOL COUNCIL
School Council has been running for a full cycle now . All
students have a representative that sits on the Council;
with reps from boys and girls in Year 6 Et 7, a
representative from each Year group in Years 8 -13,
overseas representatives, boarding reps and a staff
member in Miss Caplehorn . Following the elections held
in February, pupils can now bring any item to the Council
meetings for discussion which are then dealt with by the
Council and fed back to the school body.

Major items dealt with by the School Council:
• Provision of fruit at breaktimes in the dining hall
• Recycling programme for mobile phones and printer

cartridges
• Considering new designs for School Uniform

the cold rush of air emitted from the air
conditioning units, situated above every door.

At the bottom of the escalator, a small, neat
gathering of dust, dirt, paper labels and receipts
has been formed and left to be picked up with the
dustpan in the morning. The black rubber handrail
is surrounded by static electricity so strong you can
almost hear it buzz. The air is light and carries the
fresh but sickly scent of lemons and bleach and
some of the tiles are framed in water that has
settled into the cracked grouting.

The stillness and silence is eerily beautiful . It is so
quiet it seems as if a thousand waves are crashing
down over your ears - a dull, yet piercing,
colourless noise that the mind invents to
compensate for silences as black, as frightening as
this one . The scene is serene. No movement. No

noise. Just a blank canvas that could be painted to
display happiness, laughter, youth . . . or misery and
death . The possibilities are endless when the night
has arrived and the sky is dark.

But, come the morning, this store will be alive,

full of activity! (And any activity is better than the
emptiness that comes with the moon . . .) The
shopping centre will be overflowing with happy,
busy people - and the tension, fear and blank
sadness will dissolve, for another day, at least . The
doors will be flung open at nine o'clock ; people will
come crashing in and crawl over every floor, every
shelf, every special offer, like termites investigating
foreign mounds.

The building will be so full of light that every
white surface will gleam and shine, and laughter,
excitement and the grunts of complaining men will
bounce off the walls. Listen to the wailing of

babies, comforting of mothers, constant churn of
escalators and frequent bells of cashier desks and

lifts! The shopping centre is so busy and flooded
with life that it is impossible to see, hear or do all

that is promised .
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Aspects o English : Poetry Year 6 a 7 boys a girls

Evac
uated

parents wave gpodbye,

	

be seen,
Crowds ofrent tear-flooded can
No eyes that a

	

ildren one last time ,
parents, hold your child

ren

The whistle is screa
ming.

The train is moving,

Too late .

W alk down the train, child,

Find seats,
Sit, look out of the window,	real oaks,

into green hills and 9
The city has turned

Look!

Night comes,

	

So do yo ur
nightmares,

	

DEATH,

Dream . of bombs, guns, fire, wounded peop
le,

Dream
MURDE R!
Wake !	sweaty
Your brow all

	

so slow ly
The hours going by
Feeling scare d,
So scared.

Dawn breaks,
Sleep !	ass,
Five minutes p et again,
You are woken yet e room,
And taken to a huge

up,
You are asked to
Do so! emotions

rushing into you,
You feel

	

deep,

Overwhelmed

	

fear•

e

	

with loneliness and

A lady walks over to y
ou,

Stand stra ight!
Sh e has a kind face,
Be careful child, ceiving!
Looks can be d hand,

	

villag e ,She takes your through the
She leads you
To a small c ohae
To your new

hom e.

The Furious Sea

The sea is a herd of insane bulls,
Crashing and bashing as the sea-gulls hawk;
Waves charging at the petrified cliffs which
Chip like rotten wood.
It rips at ships and leaves them
Alone, at the base of the ocean,
And the waves relinquish their victims.
These herds never doze, especially when red
Is just beyond their nose;
They're always restless and ready to bounce
These bull-nosed waves paw the sand and pounce.
So I say, to this day:
Keep your eyes on the bay 	

By James Avery
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THE BLOWN OUT CANDLE

At the end of the dark, dark tunnel
Is a dark, dark house.
In the house is a dark, dark staircase,
There is a dark, dark room.

In the room is a dark, dark bed,
In the dark, dark bed is an evacuated child,
Beside him,
A blown-out candle.

By Katherine Mudge Year Six

The Sea

The sea is enor mous,A Powerful force,A bove, sea gulls are cawing,And in the depths
Strange creatures moveThe grey whale silently cleaving.

The sapphire w aves
Slap the ash-grey cliffs,And limpets clingIn the craggy pools,

Familiar s ounds of fossil huntersGougin g the rocks with their tools.
Miles of golden sandy b eaches

The
Where ea weed hangs on the rocks,giant yellow sun

commanding the sky,And caves with mysterious k nocks.
The ocean is also a natural weapon
With hurricanes and
When waves erupt like Mount Krakatoa:Ka b000m!

BY BillyJeffe

In a dark, dark sky of night, there is a plane camouflaged,
Beneath the plane is a dark, dark train with children.
In the blacked-out train the children are frightened,
Heading for the dark, dark tunnel.

(Written in the course of one lesson by Jakir Rahman Ali,
George Finnigan and Jamie Roberts . We were looking at

the feelings of evacuees as part of work on 'Carrie's
War')

The Sea

The Sea is a peaceful dove,
Rocking the boats slow ly

Stones

	

smoothly,
and pebbles brush the shore scliffs as seagulls circle abov

e ,

against the

	

ils on white wings .

Out in the slndian Ocean the asdp e.
Swift as

The Sea is a peaceful dove,
Spreading tranquil love .

The Sea shimmeraz
in the

ure sky,n,
Reflecting teethe feathery ocean,

turn

	

beauty of the Sea.
And people gaze at the
pd people	By Sam Wright



Aspects of English : Creative Writing Year 8

The Scenes of Life

Developing English skills isn't easy . Students not only have to master use
of language, rules of punctuation, spelling and grammar, but also have to
understand form, style and rhythm; how to use them effectively,
engagingly and entertainingly where appropriate.

The first scene of life shows the most graceful of all, skin smooth and
creamy beige . Standing, she stretches high and tall, one arm elegantly
raised above her lime-green head ; the other outstretched daintily,
beckoning, calling . Face raised upwards, tiny specks of sand dance across.
Delicate chains of ivy-silk spider webs climb the ankles.

The poised arm points towards the next scene. Small groups of mothers
stand together, their chatter frozen on their lips . Their children halt in
their scampers, short and sweet, skin so smooth that there is not a wrinkle
between them . Colours range from beige to chocolate brown . They are
independent from first impressions, yet they are like lions with their cubs.
Mothers appear youthful also, yet their eyes reflect knowledge as yet
unknown to their young . Commanding and loving, they will protect those
they love . Skin not as smooth as the children, but slightly puckered,
wrinkled at the corners of the eyes like a crease in pure, white paper . Sea-
green hair, captivating and rustling in the breeze, sways gently, the only
moving feature of still bodies.

Then, like a deadly gust in the midst of the ocean, the breeze snuffs the
golden glitter peeping through the green, swaying ceiling . Shadows grow
in the darkness. Three weeping maidens gather around a fallen one, skin
dark and spattered, as if with black paint. The maidens' olive-green hair
drapes over their shoulders, hiding ageing skin . Tears lie unfallen on cheeks
as a stalactite on the roof of an ancient cave.

Suddenly, a pathway seems to form between a row of people, men and
women, seeming to bend at the waist, like a bow . The path leads to an old
woman, who is a giant to all around her. Skin is wrinkled, gnarled and
knotted, giving the impression of seeing one thousand years . One
thousand memories dance in the air. Her long, frail arms stretch out and
reach around her people . Mother Nature with her subjects, loving, caring
and supportive.

Emily Simpson

Walk

A battered old tree stood proudly at the entrance, calling to the crowds . A dark brown carpet of
leaves led the way, which stretched out into the distance . Beside the path, water flowed gracefully
over the smooth, shiny pebbles at the base of the river . It meandered to and fro as if it was
avoiding something . Peering up into the dense trees, mistletoe and ivy held the fir cones in a
murderous grip.

Further on frost had gathered like icing sugar on the path, glittering as the sun flattered
it. The trees surrounded me, the twisting branches of their tall, slender bodies interlocked
with their neighbours . Horses were tightly gathered together in an
overflowing paddock, feeding on hay that looked like strands of
wispy, gold tinted hair, scattered across the ground . A bush
nearby resembled a wolf howling in the wind . As the path
carried on before me, trees arched over it, like a
vaulted cathedral ceiling . The sun shined down
through the webs of branches and cast long
shadows dancing all around, as if they were
teasing me. The gentle breeze whistled in my ears,
as it took me back to safety.

By Felicity Guest 85E8

I Remember

I remember my great grandpa,
And his funny cap and glasses,
I remember his funny chuckle,
When we jumped up on his knee,
Every Saturday without fail,
His red car came bobbing down the drive,
And every Wednesday after school,
Our blue car would take us to him.

I remember my great grandpa,
And his funny cap and glasses,
I remember ringing the bell,
Then running inside to hide behind the curtains,
Ready to jump out and surprise him,
We would sit in his lap,
And he would tell us stories,
Then offer us two pence to pop in the chocolate box,
And a mini dairy milk would fall down the plastic
chimney.

I remember my great grandpa,
And his funny cap and glasses,
I remember stroking his cat called Lucky,
And watching him plant flowers,
He would sit in his greenhouse on a sunny day,
Whilst looking at us playing games,
Once he helped me make a hedgehog mask,
I would wear it every time he came,
That's as far as I remember,
I didn't see him again,
And now I understand why .

By Hannah Reddaway 8B



Geography Report

The last academic year has been a busy and exciting one for the Stover
Geography Department. Mrs Anne Smith left a wonderful legacy of fieldwork
opportunities and success and we wish her well in her new career in Cambridge.

The Geography Department has continued to make the most of the special
environments surrounding Stover School, with a wide variety of local fieldwork
to support learning in the classroom . In addition the Year 10 GCSE group made
the, by now, legendary visit to South Wales in May and in July our major
international field trip to California and Nevada took place . Students in Year 12
now follow a different exam specification and a number of field trips during the
year have added to knowledge and understanding of case studies.
It has been a feature of all field trips that pupil behaviour has been excellent
and we have had many favourable comments from accompanying staff and
members of the public.

Of course one considerable change this year has been to welcome boys to the
Senior School and thanks must go to Mr Simon Griffin for his willingness to join
and lead fieldwork . We have had many more trips to organise, but they have all
been highly successful and some excellent pupil projects have shown the value
of taking students out to experience environments talked about in class.

Another change involved our link with the Home Economics Department . This
year, instead of the Coastal Cake Competition, Year 7 pupils (boys included) had
to design and make a cake on the theme of Stover Country Park which they had
just visited on a field trip . The end results were very impressive and extremely
difficult to judge.

The annual Royal Geographical Society lecture on 8 March linked nicely with
Science Week and as the issue was so topical ("The Problem of Global Warming
and Future Energy Supplies") there was increased attendance and interest from
RGS members, pupils and parents alike and it was lovely to welcome so many
people. The lecturer, Dr Geoffrey Haggis, encouraged questions and discussion
and we all learned a lot about the way in which our climate is changing and
how we should adapt our way of life in the future . In 2007 we are looking
forward to a lecture on economic and social change in China.

Special thanks are due to all staff who have accompanied trips including Mrs
Elce, Mr Barter, Mrs de Montjoie, Miss Evans, Mr Griffin and Mrs Kearney.

GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIPS 2006
Year 6 River Bovey

Year 7 Stover Country Park
Chagford
Haytor

Year 8 Aishe Barton Farm, Silverton, nr Exeter

Year 9 Heathfield Industrial Estate

Year 10 Abergavenny, South Wales

Year 12 River Bovey
Dawlish Warren
Dartmoor and Yelverton
Plymouth



Some student accouhts . ..
Abigail Greaves : Year 7 went on a Geography field trip to Dartmoor National Park . We went to

Haytor rock on 12 May 2006. We found out why so many people go there each year . The term

used to describe it is a "honeypot" We had fun, but at the same time we were learning . We had
more fun seeing the truth rather than learning it in a classroom. We drew sketches, completed

surveys, and did lots of discussion . Another thing we learned was that Haytor is suffering erosion

from tourists and rain . Footpath erosion is caused by people and horses. Rain makes a gully

washing away the soil and damaging the rock.

Imogen Holmes : The aim of our visit (to Haytor) was to learn more about Dartmoor and how it is
managed and how erosion is caused . We were all given worksheets to complete during our visit.
Included in our worksheets was a map to show our route . We were given some surveys to

complete to see how many vehicles passed and how many cars were in the car parks . This led to
finding how busy Haytor was . The notes that were made helped towards our write-ups which
summed up what we had learned.

I think that this field trip is worthwhile because we now know much more about Dartmoor and
Haytor, and I noticed how doing the smallest thing can help, such as surrounding the car park with
large boulders to prevent more erosion being caused.

Olivia Morton : On Thursday, 22 June Year 8 went on a Geography field trip to Aishe Barton Farm.

Our visit linked with the topic of Farming which we had been studying in our Geography lessons.
Aishe Barton Farm had been named as the most beautiful farm in England and was a very
interesting place to see.

We were shown around the farm by Mr Andrew Baker and he told us some really interesting
information on how the farm is run and about its history, which goes back to Norman Times . It
was mentioned in the Domesday Book.

We arrived at the farm just after lunch time and we all ate our packed lunches on the lawn
outside the farmhouse . Then we were shown around the farm and were told about how the farm
had improved since it had been bought. We went on a tour and saw some of the fields and could
ask questions on the way. Mr Baker told us especially about how he looks after the environment
and wildlife when he farms, which made the trip really interesting.

After a fun afternoon, where we all learned a lot, we returned back to school . I would definitely
recommend this trip in the future.

4bergavehr ►y - the g ig Opc!
After a long cold winter we were very fortunate to enjoy the first week of sunny weather when we
visited South Wales . The Ty'r Morwydd field studies centre at Abergavenny gave us their usual
warm welcome and provided the local knowledge and specialist equipment for our data collection.
On the way to Wales we called in at the Bristol Evening Post and Press and were treated to a very
informative tour of the departments involved in the process of producing a newspaper . It was a
real treat to be present when the printing press was started up and to see the papers literally
coming hot off the press . We also visited The Harbourside area of Bristol and studied the
rejuvenation of the old docks into a modern working and living environment.

Once over the spectacular Severn Bridge we were well on our way to the centre and our
thoughts turned to river pollution . An excellent lecture by a member of the teaching staff at Ty'r

Morwydd introduced the Afon Ebbw Fawr to the group and prepared us for collecting all our data
the following day. The good weather continued, so that our river observations and invertebrate
identifying was an enjoyable experience . In the evening we collated results and worked out
pollution scores . On Friday we visited Blaenavon (a former mining village, but now a World
Heritage Site and Booktown) and conducted surveys to establish the impact of the decline of coal
mining on the environment and community. Our final visit was to the famous Big Pit where we
donned hard hats and lamps and travelled in a cage down to the former coal faces . Our guides
gave us a memorable experience of conditions in a working mine.

As in previous years all pupils gained valuable notes on several varied case studies and some
excellent data on which to base their Individual Studies .

E. Creates



Geography Report

The Jewel ih DGie Crowh - TG1e Biggest One!
The "jewel in the crown" of our field trips this year was our visit to California and Nevada in the United
States. Arranged through EF Educational Tours, this was the most wonderful chance to see San
Francisco and the Sierra Nevada mountains in California and the western part of Nevada . It is very
difficult to summarise everything that we saw and did on the trip as our tour guide Adrian fulfilled my
instructions to show us everything and to give us the chance to do as much as possible!

A tired but very excited party set off from Stover School at 1 .30am on the morning of 4 July . Some
managed to get some sleep before we arrived at Terminal 3 at Heathrow and were met by a
representative from the tour company. After what seemed a short wait in the Departure Lounge - just
time to buy a first Starbucks coffee - we were called to board Flight 923 to Washington Dulles airport.
The plane was packed with people rushing back to celebrate Independence Day, but we set off on time
and made good progress across the Atlantic and down the eastern seaboard of the United States,
landing early. Although on a tight time schedule, we had no problems going through immigration and
claiming luggage before arriving at the boarding gate just in time to board Flight 65 to San Francisco.
This was quite a turbulent flight as much of the United States was suffering thunderstorms, but once
again we landed early and were met by our tour director Adrian da Silva . A short walk took us to the
waiting coach and our driver Harvey who drove us out of San Francisco to our hotel 15 minutes away
at San Mateo . After an hour to unpack and recover from our long journey we were taken for our first
drive around the beautiful city of San Francisco . We began to become familiar with famous landmarks
such as the Transamerica building, the Oakland Docks, the Chinese Quarter . .. .and the fog rolling in from
the sea . Our first meal at a Chinese restaurant in China Town certainly went down well with everyone
and we then braved the chilly San Francisco evening to walk around the surrounding bazaars and got
our first sight of the trams as they trundled down the hill.

After a welcome night's sleep we set off early for San Francisco and were treated to a detailed coach
tour of the city with Beth, a local guide, who gave a lively and informative introduction to all the sites
and landmarks, such as the Golden Gate Park, Union Square and the traditional Victorian houses . There
were lots of opportunities for taking some spectacular photographs of the city and a chance to see and
paddle in the Pacific Ocean. Lunch was back at Pier 39 and the afternoon was free for shopping and
exploring the waterfront area.

Our final day in the San Francisco area started off with a transfer to a smaller bus that could take
us across the Golden Gate Bridge to our first stop at Muir Woods where we had a wonderful walk
through the magnificent Californian Redwoods watched by the occasional inquisitive chipmunk. Before
returning over the bridge we stopped at an Italian style resort called Sausolito for a short break and a
chance to see San Francisco from another angle. After a lunch break back at Pier 39 we queued up for
the cable car at the terminus. The wait was worth it as the trip to Union Square is an essential part of
the San Francisco experience . Apparently the next two hours of shopping in the centre of the city were
a highlight of the trip! After a pizza in the Italian Quarter, Harvey drove us up to Twin Peaks at sunset
- another spectacular photo opportunity.

The next day started very early and we set off in the coach for Sacramento and Lake Tahoe . We began
to become familiar with short breaks at hypermarkets as cheap food could be purchased for lunches and
coffee could be bought to wake us up . By the time we reached the Lake Tahoe area we were high enough
to experience the effects of altitude. Undeterred, the group separated into the energetic who wanted to
white water raft down a stretch of the Truckee River and those who fancied taking the gondola up to the
top of the mountain and swimming in the pool and sun bathing around the Jacuzzi . It was a bizarre
experience to feel so hot surrounded by ice and snow! Our hotel for the night was in downtown
Sacramento and was memorable for the magnificent buffet breakfast around the swimming pool.

After a long journey into the Sierra Nevada Mountains we had our first experience of Yosemite
National Park by Shuttle Bus. So by the next day we were eager to see as much of the Park as possible.
Most of our party trekked up to the top of the Vernal Falls - another highlight of the trip, despite some
blisters! Cameras were kept busy as we all made the most of the fantastic photo opportunities in this
world famous glaciated scenery.

Day 7 came and it was time to leave California and make our way across the desert to Nevada and
the unforgettable Las Vegas . As we drove along the Central Valley we could see the vast stretches of
irrigated farmland which provide the United States with salad and fruit and the long trains that
transport the goods over vast distances . As temperatures outside the coach rose to unbearable levels
we could see a change in the landscape from farmland to hot desert . Cacti and mirages became
commonplace . At last we could see Las Vegas in the distance and began to wonder why anyone would
build a city in the middle of a desert . Las Vegas proved to be awful or awesome, depending on your
point of view, and we were soon being introduced to the excesses of this style of living : meals where we
could eat as much as we wished ; hotels with thousands of rooms and with themes like Venice and
Sahara ; fountain displays to Elton John music 	 We will now be able to spot locations in the
forthcoming Ocean's 13 film and we watched Ocean's 11 on the coach to see where that had been
filmed. The answer to the question "How is Los Angeles possible?" is to be found at the Hoover Dam
and on our penultimate day we were treated to a tour inside the dam . We could see the large turbine
hall and, from the observation platform, the depth of the Colorado canyon and the wonderful blue of
Lake Mead . Water and electricity from here are transported not just to Los Angeles but to large areas
of Nevada, California and Arizona.

After this it was time to do some last minute shopping in Las Vegas before boarding our flight back
to London. This time we had a direct flight to Gatwick and so we could relax and enjoy a half empty
Virgin Atlantic Boeing 747. The coach was waiting for us on arrival back to the UK and we were soon
taking a scenic route through Dorset back to Devon . We all have our own highlights of the trip, but
the variety of experiences offered in this part of the world will be difficult to follow .



Home Economics Report

Cool Dudes Cook
Stover Senior School has recently opened
its doors to senior boys and the Stover
boys are settling very well and continuing
the success of the diamond model of
teaching ; girls and boys being taught in
single sex classes. Stover girls have
always enjoyed the summer term of their
Home Economics course, because they are
able to show their creative side, making
and printing fleecy hats, t-shirts or
cushion covers . The Stover boys chose to
print T-shirts, designing their own logos,
using fabric pens, special wax and
applying the dye with an iron! Mrs
Fletcher, Home Economics teacher said,
'The boys thoroughly enjoy cooking and
eating during their Home Economics
lessons and proving that budding chefs
also have an artistic side and are very
handy with an iron!!"

VE Day at Stover School
As well as all the enrichment activities this summer,
Year 9 had been working on a cross-curricular project
in History and Home Economics about World War 2.

The pupils began by 'Digging for Victory' in a small
patch of ground next to the herb garden . There were
some very enthusiastic gardeners who managed to
plant several small plots with potatoes, peas, lettuce,
beetroot and carrots . Jorja Soper did suggest bringing
some organic manure on the school bus, but
thankfully, decided that would not be welcomed by
the other passengers at 7.30am! Mrs Fletcher kept a
watchful eye on the plot and carefully watered the
young plants every week.

During the course of the term pupils learnt about
rationing and war time cookery, discovering that the
British nation had been at its healthiest during this
time.

The project culminated in a celebratory street party
when the vegetables were harvested and traditional
dishes such as carrot pie, jelly, rock buns and eggless
sponge were made by the pupils. Every one dressed in
period costume, including Mr Barter who looked very

dashing in his 'de-mob' suit . As a special treat
Miss Bennett and her dance partner gave a

wonderful display of traditional jive
routines and the pupils then all
tried to master a few steps.

K Veal

.'s
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Modern Languages

Norman Conquest - Vire 2006

In March 2006, a party of Stover boys
and girls set off for Vire in Normandy

to stay with their French penfriends.

Here are some extracts from the diary

of Henrietta Pritchard-Barrett, plus
comments from a few others, which

give you a flavour of the reality of

staying in a French family:

Sunday : After my cocoa and bread, I
joined Fanny to watch a DVD called

'Space Jam' and then we had lunch at

McDonalds . Off to the swimming pool
with Lottie, Marie and Fanny and had

fun on the water slide . We played so

many water games . We returned home
and Fanny offered me some food but I

said, 'Non ' (politely) . I was then told

that we were playing football and had a
pair of muddy football boots thrust into

my arms. I noted that they were about

size three, whereas I take size five. I

just about squeezed them on, smilingly
but with bared teeth . I scored 10 goals

and then kicked the ball over the wall.

Oops! I told her, 'Pardon!'
An early start at 8 .00am . We saw the

Bayeux Tapestry. It was magnificent!

At the gift shop I bought a mini-
tapestry - I'm trying to save money, not

spend it . We had a picnic and then saw

the D-Day Landing Museum and the

American War Cemetery. It was
extremely upsetting to see all the

graves of men who died to save us.

When I arrived home we had supper.

Well, there was bolognaise, carrots,
bread and cheese - so I made an

extraordinary sandwich . It was . . . tasty,

in a strange sort of way.
On Tuesday, we spent the day in

school . In History there was a

presentation about women in the
middle ages. (Capitals, Henriettal
The teacher was very firm . We went

home for lunch and after went to the

supermarche . I bought chocolate,
carambars, olives and a pink pen . I saw

lots of strange product names such as
Freko, Prellie and amoeba . In the
afternoon we met some adults who

were English but had lived in France for

a while . They all said that learning the

language was the hardest thing . Back
home we played French Battleships.

Supper was rice and lots of bits and

bobs . I tried a little liver. YUCK!!! I

just swallowed it and drank gallons of

water.
Wednesday : Up at 4 .00am and off to

Paris . We went up the Eiffel Tower.

Wow! We had lunch and went inside

Notre Dame and it was amazing . We all

had a go on a merry-go-round outside

the Hotel de Ville . That was fun . We

then visited the Centre Pompidou, a
modern art gallery. I love art and I

adored the weird fountains outside. We

were allowed to shop for half an hour
in groups of no less than three . As we

were returning to the coach, two ladies

tried to steal Miss Evans' money. She

sprinted after them with Mrs Burgess
and got the money back . That was a

relief! We saw the Louvre where 'The

Da Vinci Code' was filmed and also
went round the Arc de Triomphe where

the traffic is chaotic and everyone is

blowing their horns.
On Thursday, we started with an

interesting tour of a cheese factory

where they make brie and camembert

and learnt some interesting cheesy
facts . Much of the Coeur de Lion brand

ends up in Tescos and Sainsburys! In

the afternoon, we went to Le Mont St
Michel which is a pretty island. Finally,

when I returned home Fanny's mum

said, 'You have been so good, here is a
present : I said, 'Merci, merci, merci!'

How nice of them! Fanny's brother

drew a football picture for my brother.

I am very sad that we have to leave

tomorrow, but I feel my accent has
definitely improved.

Sch-)H re 2005-2006



Ski Trip 2006

La Clusaz - bring on the snow
This year's ski trip looked to be an exciting
one : a particularly lively group of girls
and five long suffering teachers. We
were told that there would be plenty of
snow - great!

After last year's chaos on the road
which included five coach break-downs
and three hours worth of being stranded,
Mrs De Montjoie was determined that we
would be flying this year; this was a good
idea except for the fact it meant being at
school for 1 :15am. After five hours on
the road, we finally reached Gatwick
airport only to discover that Miss Evans'
passport had expired! She had to leave
us to find another passport thus earning
her the nickname "Missing Evans"! The
flight itself was hilarious because of,
predictably, Poppy, who is a nervous flier
and spent her time either sitting in a rigid
position grabbing the seat in front of her
or singing "Shine, Jews, Shine' which
caused those around her to collapse into
hysterics with Mrs D. trying to convince
the rest of the plane that we weren't from
a convent.

La Clusaz was just how we left it last
year : covered in snow and pine trees. The
first day was spent collecting ski

equipment, sledging, relaxing and getting
an early night in preparation for Sunday,
our first day of skiing.

Sunday was fantastic; it was great to be
back out on the slopes again after a year
of waiting. As it was my third year of
skiing I was placed in the top group and
the prospect of skiing down even harder
slopes was exciting. We spent the first
day just getting used to our skis again as
we sailed down some hard blue runs and
easy red ones . I was shattered that
evening and was looking forward to an
early night which disappeared rapidly as
my fellow Year 10s and I gossiped until
10pm.

From Sunday onwards Mrs D ran a
competition for the most spectacular
wipe-out of the day. The first winner of
the `silly hat" was Daisy Brown, Year 10,
who spent most of the day flying down
the mountainside on her back taking half
the snowfall with her. Carys Rain, Alex
Case, Harriet Rogers and Sophie Mendoza
also won the award and had to wear the
hat for the next three meal times. Sophie
managed to win the hat to herself for
being the only person Mrs D . has ever
known to actually break one of her skis
after a collision with a snow boarder!

The rest of the week went by in a flash
with many incidents to remember, such as
Amy Wyatt-Haines' collision with a fence
and friend Sophie Walke, the top group
attempting to make it all the way down a

run and everyone trying to avoid
rie same chairlift as Miss Evans

whooinsi

	

on giving us a French or

German vocabulary test (Daisy, Mary and I
remember one VERY long journey up a
mountain with her)! My favourite
memory is being able to ski down a slalom
very fast and manage to stay upright.

Thursday ended with an Hawaiian
theme party. We played party games
which included one in which a member
from one of five groups was dressed as an
Hawaiian princess - enter Mr Brown as
Miss Hawaii 05 . He was dressed in Mrs
Fairbrother's leopard skin bra, a
paper/grass skirt and heavy eye make-up;
this prompted Jessica to make reference
to Mr Brown's marine days : "That's why
99.9% need not apply!" A very sporting
Mr Barter allowed Jess to paint his face,
knowing full well that she would not
waste this opportunity and so everyone
had their cameras out for the end result.
The rest of the night was spent dancing
after Year 9 and below were sent to bed:
Groove Armada's "I See You Baby" (the
song from the Renault Megane adverts)
will go down as the most memorable song
with everyone, including Mr Barter, lining
up and 'shaking' our behinds!

Whilst we were sad to leave La Clusaz
and the hotel we were looking forward to
going home and being able to retell our
stories to our parents. The return flight
from Geneva to Gatwick was not as
eventful as the last one but we were all
amazed to see a pink double-decker coach
awaiting us. The journey home seemed
to take longer so Year 10 passed the time
reading and singing ; I'm sure everyone
will remember us going from one hundred
green bottles down to zero without
stopping

	

us half an hour)! Finally
rri

	

ver -. ha

	

an
to sleepin

Brin6 on the ra 'ski to .

1mogen MW
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Mathematics

Mathematics
- just a game!

Year 6 were working on a project to design a Maths game . They
had to consider all aspects of making a successful design such as
who it is for, the aim of the game, rules and equipment required.
And they came up with some original ideas and some amazing
games! The games were colourful and well crafted ; every game
had a set of written rules and some even managed to make a
poster to advertise their game. The main criteria were to make
the games practical, original, entertaining and, naturally, related
to maths. At the same time, this cross-curricular activity involved
art, design and technology, literacy and numeracy.

Let's just give you a few of the games' names : Spin Twelve,
Spongy Darts, Something Fishy, Mega Numbers, Medieval
Rampage, Manic Maths, Think Fast and Glortzee.

Deciding the winner was not easy. Luckily, everyone had a go
at voting for the five main prizes, which gave the maths teachers
an idea of what the potential players thought . The teachers just
could not choose by themselves ; they liked them all . So, finally,
they awarded numerous prizes and a lot of chocolate!

The best boys' design was Spongy Darts by Sam Head and Ben
Robbins and the best girls' design was Think Fast by Bethany
Mudge .

Other award winners were:
• Top Trumps Animals by Charlie Goord : prize for the most

practical game
• Mental Manic Maths by Myma Rogers and Holly Allen : prize

for the most enjoyable game
• Maths Spinner Challenge by Sunneva Coyne-Stacey : prize for

the best made game
• Spin Twelve by Owen Rees : prize for the most original game
• Hexagona by Charlotte Holyoak, Katie Allen, Katie Bushby:

prize for the game with the best maths
• Medieval Rampage by Tom Williams : prize for the most

imaginative game
• Maths Master by Katie Mudge : prize for the most artistic

game

Thanks To Our Catering Staff
Extended and grateful thanks go to all the catering staff - under the excellent
supervision of Paul Milward, Catering Manager - for all their hard work and the
deliciously healthy and plentiful provisions that have broadened our waistlines this year
and given us cause to do an extra lap of the games field!

Extra special thanks and best wishes go to the following members of the kitchen staff
who take their leave after such committed services to Stover:

Jenny Martin - service with a smile'

Gordon 'Flash' Vincent - the life and 'sole' of the kitchen

Jayne Tapper - the mad but lovely Brummie

Doreen Beavis for over 30 years service in the kitchen

Louise Thompson who leaves to have a baby - her baby daughter, Olivia Lilly, was born
on 10 July, 2006, weighing 61b 51/2 oz . Congratulations to Mum and Dad and welcome

to little Olivia!
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Music Report — News from Steve Lea, Director of Music

Autumn Term
Being new to the school in September, I
was very keen to build on the existing
extra-curricular music happening at
Stover, and to provide opportunity for
our instrumentalists and singers to play
in ensembles. The Senior Choir and
Chamber Choir have met regularly and
focussed on two main events for the
term : Speech Day on 19 October and
the Carol Service on 12 December . At
Speech Day, the Senior Choir performed
Adiemus by Andrew Jenkins with piano
and percussion accompaniment, and the
Chamber Choir sang The Lord Bless You
and Keep You by Rutter. They also
worked on a number of part songs
during the term which will be used in
programmes next year. The carol service
in Jubilee Hall took the form of the
Nine Lessons and Carols service and
choir anthems included and
arrangement of the French carol 11 est
Ne, Holst's Lullay My Liking and two
movements from Britten's A Ceremony
of Carols.
The orchestra has grown in number and
played at both Speech Day and the Carol
Service performing arrangements by Mrs
Lean, and accompanying the carols.
Rachel Marsh sang the solo Prepare
thyself Zion from Bach's Christmas
Oratorio and the clarinet group played
carols before the service began.

Other ensembles have been working
hard : the senior wind quintet, senior
strings, a flute choir, clarinet group,
junior brass and junior strings have all
been working on repertoire and making
progress.

Stover musicians performed at some
of our end-of-term events – a number
of instrumentalists played background
music for the Duke of Edinburgh
Awards when it was hosted by us in the
Jubilee Hall, and members of the Senior
Choir sang and played solos at the
annual dinner for Cancer Research on 8
December.

Spring Term
The highlight of the term was the
Phyllis Dence Memorial Concert on 17
March which involved all the senior
school taking part in the House Song
Competition and a lot of the pupils
involved in workshops during the day

ranging from dance and drama to
opera, African drumming and stage
costume design . The concert at the end
of the day involved a lot of the pupils
performing the work they had put
together during the day and the
audience was treated to an excellent
evening of a variety of Performing Arts
presentations . The event was planned
with a 'hands-on' approach to
performance work and the pupils made
a real effort to get the most out of the
workshops led by some of our own staff
and some visiting practitioners and
facilitators.

Despite some absence due to illness,
boys and girls in Years 6 to 9 took part
in a Music, Drama and Dance evening
on 7 February. Playing to a packed
audience, years 6 to 8 performed a
number of pieces from Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat and
Year 9 presented some songs from Jesus
Christ Superstar. The evening also
included some short pieces by the
London Academy of Speech and Drama
students. Again, it was very
encouraging to see the effort made by
the pupils and the way the event came
together so well.

We had two informal lunchtime
concerts over the term, the first on 31
January was mainly solo items
performed by GCSE and GCE students
to help prepare for practical exams
early next term, and the second on 30
March was given by some of the
chamber ensembles that have been
rehearsing over the term.

The choir gave a superb performance at
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Music Report

Bristol Cathedral where they were invited
to sing the Evening Service on 16
February. The Introit anthem The Father's
Love by S. Lole was sung by the Senior
Vocal Group then the full choir sang the
rest of the service including canticles,
psalm, responses and the anthem The Lord
Bless You and Keep You by Rutter. They
made the most of the opportunity to sing
in a wonderful setting and with excellent
acoustics, and this is an event that
hopefully will be repeated next year.

Summer Term
The first part of the term was spent
preparing for our Summer Concert
which took place on 19 May in the
Jubilee Hall . The concert still went
ahead as planned and attracted a large
audience despite the postponement of
Sports Day due to the poor weather.

The first half of the programme was
given by the school orchestra playing
the Prelude by Chapentier, the second
movement of Mozart's 21st piano

concerto with Nicole Leung as soloist,
and four movements of Capriol Suite by
Warlock arranged by Mrs Lean.

Following the interval, the school
choir, aided by parents and friends from
other local choirs, sang Vivaldi's Gloria.
All the solo parts were taken by singing
students from the school : Jessica Wass;
January Roberts ; Phyllis Ho and Rachel
Marsh ; and Anna Taylor played the oboe
solo in Domine Deus. We were
accompanied by the Rosewood String
Ensemble who also played with the
school orchestra in the first half of the
programme, with Mrs Lean playing the
harpsichord continuo part.

What an excellent evening 's
entertainment! The hard work and
commitment put in by pupils was
clearly evident and it was great to have
support from parents and friends in the
performance . A similar event is planned
for next year ; hopefully the weather
will allow us to combine the sports
events, concert and a barbeque as
originally intended!

Other events this term have included
a concert given in the Chamber Hall by
GCSE and A level musicians for visiting
French students during their exchange
visit here in June, and a visit by the
boarders to St Michael's Church,
Teignmouth on 25 June when Phyllis Ho
sang a solo during the morning service.

We say farewell and 'thank you' to Mrs
Lean who is leaving Stover at the end of
this term. We have really appreciated the
hard work and effort she has put in to
the department, both on the Senior and
Preparatory side of the campus . She has
produced many excellent performances
with the pupils in the Preparatory School
and been a real strength in the Senior
School conducting the orchestra, as an
accompanist both in concerts and exams,
and teaching on both the GCSE and A
level courses this year. She has also been
a tower of strength with organising
peripatetic lesson timetables and
organising the Associated Board exam
entries. We wish her and husband David
well for the future.

south musicwest

Specialists in Woodwind & Brass
The largest woodwind & brass specialist in the South-west of the UK.

Large stock of new and used instruments. Rental & Buy-back Schemes.

Sheet music . On-site servicing & repairs by Brian Sage Woodwind & Brass.

Dawkes Music South West
10 Winner Street, Paignton, Devon TQ3 38J

Tel 01803 664891 • www.dawkes.co.uk/southwest

Stover School Magazine 2005-2006



Year 7 Christmas Card Competition

Year 7 were studying the life of Jesus in their RE

lessons in the Autumn term of 2005 and so it
seemed appropriate that they should make
Christmas cards with a religious theme in order

to enter the Newton Abbot Christians Together
competition . We also decided to organise an

internal competition which was won by Jessica
Hildrew - the simplicity of her design made it
very effective. The standard of entries was very

high but Mrs Elce especially liked those drawn by
these girls: Hannah Larner, Henrietta Pritchard-

Barrett, Charlotte Simmons and Oriel Evans. They

were all based carefully on the Nativity story as

found in the Bible and were beautifully drawn
and coloured.

We knew that the winning entry from all the

local schools was going to be made into a 'real'
card and sent to many local people so we were

all very excited when ORIEL EVANS was the
overall winner. She received a prize of a £15
voucher at the Lord Mayor's Carol Service outside

Austin's in Newton Abbot, which was attended by
many local dignitaries.
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Stover Uniform Shop
We are here for all your uniform requirements

Blazers, Skirts, Jumpers
School bags
Sportswear

Gum Shields
Bibles, Dictionaries

Maps, Atlases

PLEASE NOTE : We are always pleased to
receive your second-hand items to resell, but we
kindly request that all blazers are dry-cleaned
before you bring them in to us. We have found
that shirts, blouses, trousers and footwear
(including socks Et trainers) do NOT sell . Due to
lack of space we are now unable to take these items.

The items are generally sold at half the new price.
The school keeps 200 of the revenue.

Term time opening hours:
Monday, Wednesday Et Friday
2 .15pm - 4 .45pm

Additional hours during holiday periods
as per mailing leaflet
Contact details
Tel : (during shop hours only) 01626 365413
or the Main School Tel : 01626 354505
E-mail : uniform@stover .co.uk

The uniform shop is located at the Prep School
end of the site next to the car park



RS/PSE Report

Education @ Exeter Cathredal

On Thursday, 11 May, eleven Year 10 girls
went on a RS trip to Exeter cathedral as
guests of the Education Department there.
Three of these girls were to base their
GCSE Coursework on the trip . To be
honest, I don't think any of them were
over-enthusiastic! But they were in for a
surprise! Under the charismatic and
knowledgeable eye of Mr David Risdon we
were introduced to Golden Rectangles,
images of perfection and many other
delights. I will let the students tell of their
own experiences .

Mrs V. Elce (Head of RE)

"If I had gone by myself I would never have
noticed the amazing structure of the
cathedral or the tranquillity ."

Robyn Thompson

"I felt the most amazing, magical peace I
had ever experienced ."

	

Vicki Jarrad

"As soon as we approached the Sairisbury's
roundabout I could see the top of the
cathedral, looking regal and raised above all
the other buildings - rightly so ."

Tash Ettridge

When I learned the history behind all the
mind-boggling intricate details, I was so
fascinated I forgot to take notes!"

Hannah Chisholm

"The highlight of the trip was lying down on
the floor in front of the High Altar looking
at the vast, intricate ceiling that towered
over us . We were asked to imagine it with
beautiful stars and moons and then to
LISTEN TO THE SILENCE!

The visit made me think outside the box a
little - maths, physics, geology, history and
oh, RS of course!"

	

Charlotte Dorrington

"I was chosen to be Bishop of Exeter for a
few minutes and had to sit on his throne -
everyone bowed down to me!" Mary Grose



Fair Trade Fortnight - 13-17 March

do away with the yoke of oppressioo . ..

avid spew( yourselves ova behalf of the huhgry
Isaiah 58 :9-10

Choose Fartrade:
male a Difference

Fair trade fortnight was a big success . There were
several stalls selling chocolate bars and cookies.
Year 6 girls and boys shared shifts in their breaks
and lunchtimes.

Fair trade is a company which was set up by
Christian organisations such as Tear Fund and
Christian Aid. The aim is to give producers and
packers who farm products like sugar, cocoa and
bananas a fair price . It gives them a fair deal for the
work they do and helps them to lead better lives.

Everyone took part in setting up, running the
stalls and sorting out change . They also took pride
in tasting the products . The teachers also helped
by purchasing their chocolate bars in the staff
room.

You could buy white, dark, milk and plain
chocolate bars . But the best selling chocolate bar
by far was Divine which definitely lived up to its
name!

Rt-TS 17
i' ; , r,ssip1 tr be! pok

swags arc .n_!-,
• Ettensisr rungr of .1,1111[1

including Coletaa and Fowler . GP a^n! J
Baker and Jane Churchill . or maize up or
your orr material

• Alterattdxu undertaken
• T qua! :n bespoke furniture

• c F. ., .rrn and hose amiss
• F . . . c^tern,.' design seisi e

• standard or made-tomeacure tracks.
poles and accessornes including handcrafted
'wrought iron and roadwork

• Complete titling service
• Home consultant) and free quocurions
• All types of internal and external

blinds and awnings
• Trade enquiries aelcorne

ARTISANS PERSONAL SERI ICE ALMS TO PUT THE

PLEASURE BACK INTO DESIGNING YOUR HO \f F

Shouroin at:

3 OAK TREE PLACE . M .A'I'FORD BUSINESS PARK.

EXETER EX2 8V: A

MON-FRI 9AM - 5PM • SAT 9AM - IPM

Tel: 01392 207214 • Fax: 01392 682694
E-mail : sales(sarrisaninreriors .co .uk

Designed and Supplied By Artisan
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Science in Focus

During the autumn term, Stover

Science Department settled into

their impressive new home . The

layout and design of the new

laboratories have proved highly

successful and we feel privileged

to work in such a wonderful

environment.

In the spring term a team of Year 8 students
represented Stover at the 'Salters' Festival of
Chemistry competition at Plymouth University.
The team of Grace Cameron, Hannah Reddaway,
Yvette Slinger and Emily Simpson completed a
variety of analytical tasks. They had to solve a murder mystery based on
forensic investigative techniques and designed a chemical timer
through careful manipulation of chemical mixtures.

A highly successful after-school 'Young Investigators' Science Club
took place during the spring and summer terms . The members made
gel beads and worms, launched rockets, perfected chemical stop-
clocks, performed fire writing, grew crystal gardens and watched jelly i
babies punished for their misdemeanours! Five students acquired
their British Association Young Investigators Bronze Awards by
completing sufficient practical tasks during the two terms : Adrianna
Rowland, Amy Ward, Pippa Richards, Bethany Mudge and Ellie Wrigley.

Hannah Gower, of Year 9, carried out an extensive piece of personal
research into the life and work of a chosen scientist . She wrote an
article entitled 'Rosalind Franklin : a DNA Pioneer' that covered Franklin's
major contribution to our understanding of crystalline structures.
Franklin's 'Picture 51' was the missing key that allowed the structure of
DNA to be determined by Francis Crick and James Watson . The structure
of DNA allowed the evolution of genetic engineering to occur . Hannah's
article was produced for a new national competition run by The Royal
Society of Chemistry, the 'Bill Bryson Award for Science Writing

The end of the summer term saw five Year 11 students return after their
GCSEs to complete their prestigious British Association CREST Silver
Awards. Each student had to complete projects of at least 40 hours
duration that included research, practical work, preparation of an assessed
report and a formal presentation . Hannah Barter and Serena Mitchell
looked at the effectiveness of soaps in removing microbial life from
hands . They also researched the compounds present within soaps and
the history of saponification, soap-making . Hermione Williams-Copp
and Juliet Bowater investigated the antibacterial properties of a range
of different chemicals and looked at their effects at different
concentrations . The project also researched the history and importance
of antiseptic techniques . Chrisy Cheng made, purified and tested aspirin . Her
project centred on analgesics ; their variety, usage, side-effects and development.

Mr Shaw
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The formal opening of the new Science Et Classroom Block took
place on Thursday, 9 March 2006 . The building was named the
'Key Science Centre' in recognition of Mrs Joan Key, co-founder
of the school . The Science Department organised an exciting
programme of events to celebrate this occasion ; a 'Science Week'
running from Monday, 6 March through to Friday, 10 March . The
Science Department would like to express our appreciation for
the help and support of everyone involved during the week for
making it such a success.

The students in Years 6 to 9 carried out enrichment lessons
that went beyond the normal Science curriculum . They
investigated factors affecting the bounce of custard-balls, studied
the senses of taste and smell, made sherbet, looked at how the
brain processes mixed messages such as optical illusions and the
stroop effect, constructed lollipop-stick towers, built electronic
'jitter-bugs' and launched paper aeroplanes. During the first two
days we welcomed parents to our 'drop-in' lessons and they
participated in the activities that took place.

On Monday afternoon Mr Ian Cameron, Head of the Met Office
Operations Centre, conducted a slick and highly professional
presentation that looked at the role of the Met Office and some
of the career opportunities available within it . He offered us a
fascinating inside view of how the organisation relies on satellite
imaging and supercomputers to predict weather patterns . The
importance of the accuracy of Met Office forecasts in military
operations, airline fuel calculations and supermarket stock
ordering were discussed.

Tuesday saw Mr Ian Yorston, Head of Digital Strategy at Radley
College, offer a thought-provoking presentation on 'Technology
and the Future : From computer controlled houses with their

artificially intelligent kitchens to prosthetic eyes, limbs and
robotics ; he gave us an intriguing insight into how scientific
advances in technology may affect our future . He suggested that
our houses will monitor microscopic smart chips found on every
item we buy ; these would, for instance, inform your refrigerator
and allow it to automatically order your common groceries and
suggest possible meals based on the items in stock. The overriding
message was that the rapid pace of developments in science and
technology are going to impact directly on all our lives, whether
we like it or not.

On Wednesday evening the Royal Geographical Society Lecture
on 'The Problem of Global Warming and Future Energy Supplies'
was presented by former Edinburgh University physicist Geoffrey
Haggis . His far-reaching research has led to the conclusion that
society must face up to some big decisions now. He indicated
that he did not perceive nuclear power as the solution to Britain's
energy crisis and believes that we need to develop our renewable
energy sources as fast as is feasible . He proposed the need for
governments to enforce a reduction in our energy usage, despite
the political difficulties this may cause.

Thursday saw 'Space Odyssey', a visiting inflatable planetarium,
housed within the Jubilee Hall . Simon Ould, a Fellow of the Royal
Astronomical Society, offered both Stover students and some
visiting pupils from Kings School, Plymouth, an exciting
opportunity to experience the wonders of the universe in his
multimedia dome . His presentations looked at the birth and death
of stars, eclipses, the constellations and the international space
station ; so we now know how they eat, drink, wash and excrete
their waste in space. The final spinning tour of the heavens had
students leaving the dome with stars in their eyes!

The Kings School students were invited to a practical session
within our new Science laboratories and they experienced some of
the enrichment activities that we had been completing earlier
during the week . At the same time the official opening ceremony
of the Key Science Centre was conducted by Professor John Tooke,
Dean of The Peninsula Medical School . The rain temporarily ceased
and the sun managed to peek through the clouds as the Head,
Governors and dignitaries were invited to the unveiling of a plaque
that formally celebrated the naming of the new block . The day was
rounded off by a presentation, 'The Colour of Science', which
involved a series of practical demonstrations that focused on the
social, physical, biological and chemical significance of colour.

Friday acted as a springboard to National Science Week that
began on the same day. Dr Graham Bradley, Senior Lecturer in
Microbiology at Plymouth University, carried out a series of
workshops with Year 7. During some earlier lessons the students
had cultured microbes from their hair and skin as well as from
the soles of their shoes. Dr Bradley was able to identify the likely



Science Week

bacteria and fungi that had reproduced to form the different
colonies on their agar plates using two special binocular
microscopes brought in from Plymouth University . In the
afternoon Dr Bradley offered a presentation on 'Molecular
Biodiversity You Can't See: He looked at the variety, identification
and sorting of single-celled organisms, including bacteria and the
even more primitive archaea.

The Science Week Quiz saw many excellent entries . The number
of correctly identified mystery objects was surprisingly high and
the quality of the written answers was consistently good . The
overall winner with only
two errors was
Felicity Guest
(Year 8),
followed
closely by
Rebecca
Nail (Year
6), Hannah
Gower and
Monique
Pattrick
(both Yea
9) .

Stover Science Week was concluded when the delayed
gladiatorial 'Battle of the Jitter-Bugs' occurred . The electronic
minibeasts belonging to Year 6 competed to be the first to reach
the outer rim of the competition circle . The students had to
qualify through heats that took place in four pools . The winners
of each pool, Grace Chapman-Duke's 'beetle', George Finningan's
'spider', Ben Robbins' 'dragonfly' and George Wood's 'phoenix', all
competed in the grand final that took place in the foyer of the
Key Science Centre . A close final saw Grace's insect edge out the
male competition by an anten'
Two further prizes were
awarded for the best
decorated jitter-bugs as
judged by some of our
Year 9 students and
went to Katherine
Mudge and Lewis
Steer.



Electronics
Enrichment

Activity Days

This year saw the start of a new curriculum enrichment activity,
Electronics, and although slightly anxious about the prospect of
arming classes of ten and eleven year olds with soldering irons,
we ended up with remarkably few singed fingers!

We began with building simple torches with LEDs, but everyone
progressed very quickly to jitterbugs, moisture testers and even
building and programming robots to move through a maze.
Everyone seemed to enjoy the challenge of tackling something
new, and our first year was deemed successful enough for it to
continue with next year's Year six groups.

Well done to all the pupils involved, and a thank you to
Charlotte Briscoe in Year 12 who gave up her free time to help
out with some of the classes.

Mrs Alison Richards

Shakespeare for Kids
Is this a dagger I see before me? No, it's a user friendly
storytelling of that Scottish play 	 sssshhh!

This potted version of 'Macbeth' involved full participation for
all involved . Complete with King, nobles, an ambitious husband
and wife team, witches and messengers - not forgetting, the
executioner - students either stepped into the breach and filled a
role or created sound effects to enhance the atmosphere of this
supernatural and bloody tragedy. No time to get bored, the
spectactors were also given lines to quote 'with feeling and
expression' to develop the plot at a rollocking pace!

This was a joint storytelling experience costumed with cloaks
and tabards, crowns and daggers. Led by 'Shakespeare for Kids'
facilitators, Andy Blacksmith and Rose Blackley, students from
years 7 - 9 delighted in this marvellous opportunity to familiarise
themselves with the plot, characters, themes and to gain a taste
for the language of one of the set texts for GCSE English
Language and Literature and an understanding of Shakespeare in
performance.

Our thanks are extended to Andy and Rose who drove all the
way through the night from London, arriving at their Guest
House, the other side of Bovey Tracey, at lam! All we can say is
they looked fighting fit and ready to strut the boards at 9am in
Jubilee Hall with Year 9.

Dot, dot, dash
Mathematical Treasure Hunt
Year 8 participated in a maths activity. It was organised by Mrs
Scukova, Mrs Lawrence and Mrs Barnes . The year was divided
into groups and 24 questions were hidden in the grounds of
Stover. Each group was given a map of where the questions were
and an hour to find and complete
ten questions.

We all enjoyed running around
looking for the clues and had great
fun! The questions were really
challenging, but with our teams, we
managed to do them.

This was very different from the
maths we normally do and everyone
participated well . It was also nice
to work with both maths sets for an
activity like this . The challenge also
included decoding Morse code,
which we all found really
entertaining and out of the
ordinary.

Olivia Morton (8SEB)



Enrichment Activity Days

Another new venture . . . into the unknown!
This year we decided to end the academic year with two days of exciting mixed activities.
These were designed for sheer enjoyment and to enhance learning in a variety of different
ways for Years 6 - 9 and Year 12. Meantime, Year 10 was busy gaining work experience off
campus and timetable.

Taste, Smell and Test
How powerful and astute are our senses of taste and smell? Does the
power of suggestion affect how we identify foodstuffs?

A fascinating and exciting science session was led in three different labs for
Year 6 by Mr Veal, Mr Shaw and Mrs Mackey in which students made
sherbert, tested and tasted for themselves, and then tried to identify the
smells of disguised food . These ranged from orange juice, lemon zest, and
maple syrup to crushed garlic, mint sauce and parmesan cheese.

Added food colouring and
metamorphosed textures were very
disconcerting . Some students were
easily persuaded by their more
confident friends who turned out
to be wrong . Red parmesan cheese
in chunky lumps was a bit of a red
herring, but not for Alec Read!

Geography with Jokes

Starting the day with a geographical
joke quiz, 7HS chortled with laughter
at a 'match the question and answers'
sheet.

I say, I say, I say. ...
Q: What's white, furry and smells of

peppermint?
A: A polo bear!

Q: What's the definition of a volcano?
A: A mountain with a hiccup!

Mrs Creates, Head of Geography, gave
the girls an 'identify the country' map
to test their knowledge, followed by a
task to create a paper globe by first
identifying the continents and oceans
before colouring in land and sea, and
cutting, folding and sticking to create
a rather geometric globe, but effective
all the same.

Lots of
laughs and
concentration
filled Room 11.
Somehow
working with
colour and in
colour and
dressed in
colour made
all the
difference to
this out of
the ordinary
geography
lesson



Enrichment Activity Days

Who says boys can't cook?

VE Day
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Oh What a Lovely War

As many of my sixth form students
know, I am passionate about the
literature of the First World War.
Having tramped the battlefields of
Flanders, stood in front of the
Thiepval Memorial and listened to the
last post at the Menim Gate in Ypres,
I am even more passionate about
ensuring that young people have the
opportunity to learn about this
momentous event in modern history,
through the poems, novels, memoirs
and plays. When wondering what to
stage for our 2005 production, the
answer suddenly seemed so obvious:
Joan Littlewood's extraordinary
"experimental" drama, first created in
1963, full of songs, sketches and
characters, presented itself as an ideal
solution . This piece is huge fun, highly
educational and a lesson for life in
terms of its powerful, moving
content . After the delightful nonsense
of "Toad" last year, it also seemed
important to tackle something very
different.

Oh What a Lovely War demands a
mature approach from its cast so we
made the decision to work with just
twenty five students this year, putting
the emphasis on professionalism and
quality. As Sunday afternoon and
Monday evening rehearsals kicked in,
some began to comprehend the
meaning of "commitment"!

Some scenes could be distributed to
particular year groups, thus Year 9
limped along as the wounded at
Waterloo ; Year 10 settled down for
Christmas in the trenches and also
provided the ill-fated but French
cavalry ( they died most heroically on
their hobby horses . . ..("Adieu la vie,
adieu l'amour" ) ; Cat Fallow, in her
final Stover production, bowed out in
a variety of roles including Master of
Ceremonies, a mad Belgian General, a
Scottish Ghillie and a Flower Pot! Sara
Jane Lee metamorphosised from her
usual kindly self into a ferocious and
ruthless Sir Douglas Haig and Rachel
Marsh delivered her Stover swansong

as a seductive siren hoping to "make
a man of any one of you!" (We seem
to remember that she was successful
with Oliver Manton in Year 6 and
Messrs Faulkner and Harwood).

Now creating a set at Stover is
always an interesting challenge. We
are nothing if not resourceful, so out
with the camouflage nets, up with
the flags and on with the poppies,
not to mention a score of jolly striped
deck chairs and hey presto –
transformation! The cast were
required to change character at the
drop of the hat – and I mean that
quite literally, so we dispensed with
complicated costumes but hired
wonderful, authentic head gear for
the British, French, German and
Belgians. With giant rosettes and
plaited sashes the effect was
successfully symbolic, colourful and
complete.

The songs were distressingly catchy.
Such jaunty tunes juxtaposed against
heart breaking lyrics "The bells of hell
go ting a ling a ling, for you but not
for me . ." allowed the cast to grasp
the meaning of satire and to
understand the spirit of camaraderie
that allowed men to survive such a
nightmare . Who can forget Emily
Simpson's voice rising above the noise
of battle "Far, far from Wipers I long
to be . . ." or the haunting, sentimental
melodies of Roses of Picardy , or
Megan Holmes and Phyllis Ho's

/

beautifully restrained delivery of Keep
the Home Fires Burning. Mrs De
Montjoie managed to find REAL
sound effects on the internet, so the
whizzbangs, explosions and artillery
fire were intensely shocking.

At times we cried with laughter,
especially when the Irish (Sophie
Mendoza, Storm Faulkner and Victoria
Jarrad) turned up to fight in their
Stover kilts but five minutes later we
wept as they were shot by friendly
fire. Poppy Piper-Smith's Drill
Sergeant was dramatic tour de force
and Rachel Marsh's French General
spoke in fluent French, with an
"outrageous accent" AND she was one
of the first to learn her lines!

On the first night we performed
with passion but our second night
was thwarted by	 SNOW! As we sat
in assembly on the Friday morning
with a blizzard swirling outside and
the Met Office in Exeter predicting
temperatures of - 5 on the freezing
roads, we had to make the decision to
postpone . Despair turned to
anticipation, though, because this
gave us time to throw in an extra
performance, to the whole school, as
well as another evening.

I should like to thank everyone who
worked so hard on this production,
especially Stephen Lea, Paul Barter,
Amanda de Montjoie and of course
Peta Absalom, whose creativity in
choreography and staging made all
the difference . Many of our senior
actresses are leaving in 2006 so we
shall be on the look out for new
talent amongst the girls and boys as
we try to bring a smile to your face in
November 2006 with " Robin Hood:
the One with Dracula" a startling and
hitherto untold tale of men in tights
and bats in the belfry . . . .yes, it's back
to nonsense again!

Jan Middleton
Head of English/Drama
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Ten Tors

4.

TEN TORS JUBILEE CHALLENGE
Jess Stephens' account of her huge achievement

Training for Ten Tors was very challenging for me because
there were some days that were wet and some really hot,
but I have enjoyed the training . I have been training with
Mrs Kensington and Mr Barter, Ceri Lloyd and Tabi Cottrell,
who walked with me on the day. They have helped me with
the training and they have helped me to gain confidence.
The things I found difficult about the training were getting
up early every Sunday and I also found it difficult to walk
so many miles on different ground.

On Friday, 12 May, I went to school and got my purple
sweatshirt and then we made our way to camp . When we
got there we couldn't recognise the field that had all the
tents because I was out training two weeks before and I
was amazed at how many people did the Jubilee Challenge.
In the evening we got ourselves registered, then we
planned our route.

On the day of the walk we got up at 5 .00am and had
breakfast, then we set off at 7 .15am. Lots of people were
taking photos and cheering other people . At the beginning
of the walk I felt really great because I had worked so hard
to be walking on that day. When we got near the end of
the walk I was really tired ; we had been walking on hard
pebbled tracks and we had climbed up and down steep tors.
Ceri and Tabi had kept my mind off it by singing and
talking along the way and it helped all of us to the finish
line . At the end I felt pleased because I felt that I had
achieved something great .

By Jess Stephens



Exploring the Arts
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A whole day off timetable to experience a variety of expressive arts' workshops and
the chance to work towards performance in the evening with an audience of friends
and family , as well as competing in the inter-house song competition . . . The Phyllis
Dence Expressive Arts Workshop Day and Concert proved a highly successful and
enriching project for students and teachers alike.

Soon after our Celebration of Performing Arts evening in February, plans were
hotting up for the next performing arts venture . Students chose from musical, dance,
drama or design-based workshops, indicating their first, second and third choices in
advance of the big day. On the whole, students were very satisfied with their allocated
workshop ; most got their first choice where possible.

John Greenfield from New Devon Opera shared his professionalism and directing
expertise to rehearse and perform two scenes from Bizet's 'Carmen : Pip Jones and Jane
Berry offered improvisational and storytelling skills through drama games and physical
theatre with a view to sharing, developing trust, concentration and collaborative skills.
Rowanna Halls who trained at the London Contemporary Dance School and who has
performed and toured internationally with EDge dance company offered contemporary
dance technique with routine choreography and the chance for students to choreograph
their own motifs. Anthea Nakorn ran the theatrical costume design workshop in which
students designed and produced their own creations for headwear for those performing
in the opera. Jazz musicians, Martin Holland and Peter Scott encouraged exploration of
African rhythms with a variety of drums and other instruments in their percussion
workshop.

As well as visiting professionals we
had our very own talented music and
drama students facilitate additional
workshops : Rachel Marsh led singers
in a choral workshop, culminating in
a very exciting performance of call
and response and complex rhythmic
singing and chanting, complete
with African movement ; Sara-Jane
Lee, Cat Fallow and Emma
Harwood helped both boys and
girls achieve a greater
understanding of Shakespeare's 'A
Midsummer Night's Dream'
through textual exploration and
active drama ; and Mr Lea led the
Chamber Ensemble in some
lovely pieces by the wind group.

The annual inter-house song
competition increased House-
bonding more than ever before
and gave some of our highly
competitive singers (including
some teachers) the adrenalin
rush they crave! A wonderful
time was had by all and the
whole day was a joyful and
memorable feast of
expressive arts!

We are looking forward to
another creative partnership
project next year with New
Devon Opera.

PETA ABSALOM
Performing Arts

r2

	SophieN YearNadeau,
d a u,

	

r 7: I liked doir~ the ttovse So
$YOUR to Set tooctl r. a

5ood chance for all the a
5c

Georgia West, Year 7: / fovnd

	

workshopand learnt loth

	

P
my

	

3cry

	

kits of new people.

	

of new thrn~. l also met

Comments below reflect the benefits andopportunities of this kind of

	

enrichingproject.
Charlotte Holyoak, Year 6 : fG~'1 and Concert were

	

thrnItk th
yvc

e Phyllis s nccjrre-at
inthe '$ 3zPu ienr a do,"~ n

workr-hopS all
yearn an

with PP and Jane

	

I did Movement and Pu'~re+inj
and I really liked it

T},caty e

Bethany Mudge, Year 6 :
l

$Yeat film . The workshop

	

v ( the workshops were
Jane who were dory

	

adcr5 for
Th me we I Pip and

~~~

	

loads o f
Movement in xatrc. 1 rzall y$t"

f
and I think. it

	

people
made mc more

from
or

	

year
eotifidurf when

Sunneva Coyne -S tacey, Year 6:
well

	

" no one nra, Chi
and / everrne- had

oird
as inc. 1ddifferent ctoryt-cllin~ ci ft

	

drama James and

The conu,..t was aru,d
the other woo and it was real/ infc+cSttdidn't wine

sec
perform . E+tn

o



Sports Report

Mrs Teresa Craven, Head of PE reports:

Hockey Season
As usual, our teams tried hard to produce good
results against tough opposition. With the use
of astro turf in most schools, our teams found it
difficult to keep up with many schools in terms
of skills and team play. However, we played
hard and did not disgrace ourselves at all.
Commitment to hard training with our new
hockey coach, who we hope will be more
involved next term, helped us develop our play
further. In the U18 team (who usually have the
toughest of games), Katie Hildred helped to
keep our 'goals against' down with superb
goalkeeping in all matches. She also aided the
defence to organise themselves and develop
their tactical awareness. Natasha Corner and
Emma Wyatt-Haines kept up the front row in
attack and really ran their hearts out! Many of
the Year 10 and 11s also played in the first team
and have also developed their skills and tactical
awareness which will be good for next season.

Lower down the school, the U12 hockey
team had many successes on the pitch, beating
West Buckland and drawing against an
impressive Plymouth College. Harriet Sansom
and Harriet Rogers in goal gave impressive
performances . Both have played at club level
regularly and represented the school at Area
level . Their skills have gone from strength to
strength and they are really able to wow us on
the pitch!

Other individuals have played well over the
season : Emily Sames, newly acquired Laura
James and Sarah Baker ; in Year 9 Lauren
Embury, Emily Gore and Vicky Stark . Also
Lydia Martin, Lucy Loughton and Evette
Slinger have worked well together against
tough opposition . Year 6 have focussed on
their knowledge of the rules and developed
their basic skills.

We have all travelled many miles and visited
many astro turfs in places we never knew
existed! We look forward to next season.

Netball Season
The netball season was more successful, as we
anticipated, and we enjoyed better fortunes on
court . The U18 team fared particularly well
and demonstrated some exceptional skills.
Natasha Corner demonstrated why she is in

the U18 Devon County Squad and playing in
the top league in Plymouth . She led the squad
superbly and imparted her knowledge to her
team mates. Emma Wyatt-Haines and Ceri
Lloyd made an excellent team in circle
shooting . They demonstrated great
consistency and fluid shooting technique. The
rest of the team did not let us down and good
skills and games play helped to defeat several
talented teams.

Once again, lower down the school, the U14s
had an unfortunate season and their results
were not really reflective of the standard of
netball they are playing . Lauren Embury, in
particular, held her defence together and Vicky
Stark and the newly acquired Amy Jones played
very well . The U13s had a good season and
also finished third in the Area League. The
U12s were unlucky not to win their league and
came up against some tough opposition in
Teign School . Megan Higginson, Alice Blower
and Nicole Foulkes showed how versatile they
were.

Cross Country
This was a tough season . The boys had the
opportunity to show us their talents and also
discovered the need to train hard next season.
The junior school teams fared extremely well;
in particular, Milly Morris, short- and long-
distance runner, whatever, she just keeps on
winning!

Rounders
The rounders season this year was a very wet
one! With regular cancellations, the Ulls were
the luckiest in terms of weather but they
didn't fare so well in terms of results . They all
demonstrated some good skills and knowledge
of the game but lost narrowly, especially
against St Michael's. The U12s only had three
games this season and lost, once again, very
narrowly by half a rounder. The U13s had
some memorable games, in particular against
St John's, a new school on the fixture list . St
John's proved itself an excellent opponent but
we fought well and were the eventual winners.
Probably the most memorable games were
against Kelly College. We were all hyped up to
play, travelled for an hour, inspected the
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Sports Report

pitches and decided we couldn't play!
So a few cakes later back we were on
our way home to Stover!

Athletics Season
Again, we fared well this season in
Athletics. The school sent strong
teams to all the area competitions
and our intermediates and juniors in
particular performed well . The actual
Area trials were rained off but Emily
Sames, Amy Wyatt-Haines, Grace
Blower, Saskia Rogers and Nikita
Higginson were all selected to
represent the area at Exeter Arena.
The intermediates also performed well
in the area championships and the
ESAA Cup . We gained third place in
the English School Cup and were
placed 1st and 2nd in the area
championships. Exceptional
performances came from Amy Wyatt-
Haines of course. She is now jumping
1 .62 in high jump and was in the
nominations for Gateshead, a year
young! Amy has wowed the younger
athletes at Stover and anyone who
hasn't seen Amy jump really would
benefit from watching her.

The juniors have had lots of
opportunities to compete in the Prep
School competitions this term . It has
been good to be able to include our
boys for the first time at this level .

They were able to join us at King's,
Blundells and Kelly, alongside the
Area championships. With only a few
Year 7 boys we have encouraged our
Year 6 boys to be involved and this
will stand them in good stead for
Athletics next summer. Tom Larner
performed well with his throws and
most boys have improved their PBs.

The girls have fared slightly better
in terms of achievements. They saw
some winning results at each of the
prep school events. Harriet Sansom,
Megan Higginson, Alice Blower,
Imogen Holmes and Lydia Martin
made up the backbone of many of
the teams. Their experience has seen
them compete to a high standard and
has meant they were selected for the
National Prep School Finals in
Birmingham at the end of term . At
the Finals, Alice Blower became the
National Champion for shot putt and
Lydia Martin came 2nd in the discus.
Wherever we have performed I have
received really positive comments
about our competitors, their
knowledge of their respective events
and their responsible attitudes which
is very encouraging.

Tennis
A very successful season . This has
mainly been due to the commitment

of the coaches and the girls . The U15
team beat Blundells and Shebbear to
qualify for the next round of the
Aberdare Cup. They managed to get to
the semi-finals (a first in Stover's
history) with the main team members
- Laura James, Sophie Whittington,
Rose Ashby, Hermione Williams-Copp.
The U15s also qualified for the area
finals in their group, the final to be
played in the first few days of next
term against Torquay Girls' Grammar.
Lauren Embury, Vicky Stark, Emily
Gore, Laura James and Sophie
Whittington have again helped to
contribute towards the team's success.
Lower down the school the younger
tennis players have also played well.
Harriet Sansom and Ben Robbins won
the singles tournament within school.
They both displayed excellent skills and
groundstrokes and good consistency.
We look forward to seeing them
improve further still next year.

Gymnastics, Dance and Trampolining
This year we have had a slightly
different focus to this aspect of the
curriculum. There was no longer a
house competition and instead we
saw the girls perform in a celebration
of gym, dance and trampolining.
They had a term to choreograph their
routines and had to audition for the
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chance to perform in the evening
event. Miss C had inspired many of
the girls to participate through the
curriculum dances and as a result
participation was good . Some great
performances were seen on the
evening : Emily Sames and Amy Wyatt
Haines wowed us with their
gymnastic routine with some dynamic
tumbling . Emily was also part of a
striking dance group and Megan
Holmes ended the show with her own
superb hip-hop dance routine. The
comedy element came from the
Lifesavers' aerobics routine . On the
trampoline the older girls made us
hold our breath with their fantastic
somersaults. However, it was really
encouraging to see the Year 6s
bouncing and gaining confidence in
the more basic moves. There has
been terrific progress this year. Fiona
Taylor has worked really hard to
improve not just technical ability but
also aesthetic elements and has taken
the girls to perform in their first
competition this year. Next year we
would like to see the boys
participating.

Tag Rugby
This was our first year of tag rugby
on the curriculum which has now
been included in our interhouse

competition . This saw the advanced
skills of the boys but also the
developing skills of the girls, which
really demonstrated for the first time
how the girls can benefit from
playing sport with the boys in some
contexts (and vice versa).

Football
This year was again a first for the girls
competing in football and we hope to
introduce it to the curriculum next
year. We entered two tournaments
this year - one as a mixed team at
U11 age and one as an all girls team
at South Dartmoor. The initial
competition helped the girls to
prepare for the forthcoming
competition at South Dartmoor for
which they were relatively
inexperienced. However, they
performed really well and were placed
second in their group missing out on
the semi-finals . We hope that we will
have more successes next season.

House Events
Again we have had another busy year
of house competitions . The focus of
these interhouse events is of course
to see maximum participation and, as
a result, to hopefully encourage less
able individuals who may not always
make the school team to also get

involved . Having said this, the house
events are still hotly competed and
the skill level demonstrated continues
to improve every year. House
competitions were held in just about
every sport this year from hockey,
rugby, cross country, tennis, cricket,
rounders and, of course, sports day.
Whilst some events have been single
sex we have also played some sports
together and this again has been
really encouraging. It has been great
for many of the boys to see the girls'
skills (in athletics and gymnastics in
particular) and the girls to learn from
the boys experience in tag rugby. In
rounders, at the end of term, we
decided upon a mixed competition
and both sexes were able to learn
from each other. I have been really
impressed by the team work, co-
operation and consideration shown by
children who are still relatively young.
I hope that we shall enjoy more of
these events. It has also been good
to see the usual tense atmosphere in
end of term assemblies as the house
results have been announced . Mr
Dunbar has continued to remain ever
hopeful of course but his victories
have been few (not that I'm biased
towards Lizzie/Seymour of course)!
We look forward to another round of
hotly competed contests next year .
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Senior Boys School Cricket
Simon Griffin reports

The drizzle, dull weather and soggy pitches that usually welcome in
the cricket season were refreshingly absent this year. Instead, warm
May sunshine blessed our early fixtures . Our early matches against
St Aubyn's and St Peter's showed that the team had promise, but
also showed our weaknesses. The fielding was poor and dropped
catches in both matches meant that it became ever harder to get a
positive result . There were also frailties in our defence which
resulted in too many wickets being given away cheaply. On a more
positive note, against St Peter's, both Sam Wyatt-Haines and Rory
Johnson batted aggressively and at least gave us a total to bowl
against. We had a lot of depth to our bowling and on the whole
the boys performed well in this department . Harry Brooks,
Alexander Carter and Sam Wyatt-Haines provided the opening
attack while James Clay, Sam Head, Alexander Wilson and Alec
Reade gave support.

By the time we played Exeter Cathedral School the team were
playing reasonably well . We had just had a very competitive
match against Torquay Boys' Grammar School where we were
narrowly beaten by a team two years older than ourselves.
However, by the end of our innings we had only managed 50
runs . We simply gave our wickets away by very poor shot
selection . The wicket was slightly damp and therefore a little
slower compared to what we had been used to and nobody
played themselves in, to get accustomed to the pitch . However,
strange things do happen in cricket and remarkably we bowled
out Exeter Cathedral for only 42 runs . The main reason for this
was that we held all bar one of our catches ; what a difference it
makes!

The closing fixtures were sadly affected by weather and last
minute cancellations ; very frustrating, particularly as we had
gained some confidence and momentum with the recent win.

Our final match, against Mount House was going to be a tough
game and one in which the boys had to really play to their
potential, if they were going to be competitive . We batted first
and got off to a good start. Tom Larner was playing steadily and
Rory Johnson was hitting regular boundaries . After Tom was out,
Harry Brooks came to the crease . Harry had been threatening to
have a good innings but had always been got out cheaply.
Thankfully, everything came together at the right time and Harry
played very well with a combination of attacking strokes and solid
defence, enabling him to score 72 runs. Rory Johnson batted well
before being run out for 24 which brought Sam Wyatt-Haines to
the crease . He scored 28 runs and provided valuable support for
Harry. A declaration total of 151 for 6 was a competitive one but a
necessary one in order to give us enough overs to bowl out Mount
House. Sadly, our dropped catches demon returned and their top
order batsman were able to score heavily and they reached the
target with six overs to spare . Nonetheless, it was a super game
and probably our best performance of the season.

Special thanks and praise should go to Harry Brooks who
captained the side . It is a very difficult job and I think he
acquitted himself admirably . Well done, Harry!

Team: Harry Brooks, Tom Larner, Rory Johnson, Sam Wyatt-Haines,
Sam Head, Alec Reade, James Avery, William Sanderson-Hindom,
Alexander Carter, Alexander Wilson, James Clay, Ben Robbins.

AVERAGES : BATTING

Runs Highest Score Average
Sam Wyatt-Haines 110 32 18
Harry Brooks 97 72 14
Rory Johnson 63 24 11
Sam Head 28 10 6

AVERAGES : BOWLING

Average Overs Runs Wickets
Tom Larner 7 2 7 1
James Avery 8 2 8 1
Rory Johnson 9 13 44 5
Sam Head 11 16 56 5
Alex Wilson 12 7 35 3
James Clay 13 9 51 4
Harry Brooks 16 23 64 4
Sam Wyatt-Haines 22 80 4
Alex Carter 4 16 76 3

Boys' Own Cricket Report - B Team
This has been an exciting and eventful season with the introduction of boys into the Senior School.

We had five matches for the season but unfortunately, one was rained off.
We won two matches and lost two - 'even Stevens'!

ST AUBYN'S (AWAY) . 26 APRIL
We travelled to Tiverton for this match.
St Aubyn's batted first and made 93 runs.
We passed their total with only two balls
left to play and went on to win by a mere
one run! It was a very close game .

ST PETER'S (HOME) . 3 MAY
This match was played under different
rules. Each team started with 200 runs.
Each player batted for three overs but had
five runs deducted from their total if they
were out.

Sadly, it was our biggest defeat of the
season. We lost by 92 runs ; Stover scoring
207 runs and St Peter's 299 runs.

PLYMOUTH PREP SCHOOL (AWAY),
17 MAY - Rained off

ST MICHAEL'S (HOME), 14 JUNE
St Michael's batted first, scoring 72 runs.
Stover batted well and gained confidence
as the innings continued, eventually
scoring 90 to win by 18 runs.

MOUNT HOUSE (HOME), 21 JUNE
Our last game of the season ended in
defeat . We competed well against a
strong team but were beaten by 46 runs.
Mount House batted first, scoring 78 runs
and Stover scored 32 in reply.
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Festive Fitness 2005
During the last week of the autumn term

pupils took part in a week devoted to getting
fit for the Christmas season!

In Years 6-9 PE lessons were devoted to skipping
following the Jump Rope for Heart Programme

developed by the British Heart Foundation. Participants were
encouraged to enter the festive spirit by adorning themselves with tinsel, baubles, Santa hats and flashing lights!

In Years 10-13 students took part in Festive Aerobics and were grape-vining and box-stepping to "All I Want for Christmas "
and "Merry Christmas Everybody"

At lunchtimes there were Circuits, Aerobics, Yoga and Tai Chi classes for pupils to participate in, at an entrance cost of £1.
In total, £265 was raised for charity and was split between The British Heart Foundation and the Moldovan orphanage
charity supported by Vicky and Lizzy Houses.

4 and develop team cohesion . During these sessions

Sixth Form Sport : taking
advantage of Seale Hayne
Sixth Formers have been reaping the benefits of the use
of sports facilities at Seale Hayne campus for their Sixth
Form PE lessons. They have also been offered the
opportunity to buy Sixth Form sport tops to encourage

students have been taking part in Yoga and Tai Chi
classes, along with recreational Basketball, Indoor
Football and Hockey, and have been making use of the
gym and cardiovascular equipment .

Dance in PE lessons
In the New Year, Years 6-9 followed a new programme
of Dance in their PE lessons. This included themes of
"The Lion King", "Fireworks", "Grease" and "Save the Last
Dance " , inspiration and style gleaned from a selection
of musical theatre, film and
music. All pupils thoroughly
enjoyed the introduction of
Dance in the curriculum and
developed performance skills
by sharing work in assembly .



The Prom Party
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shower and hair brush	
And didn ' t they all look GORGEOUS? Such a bevy of unrecognisably

stunning young ladies : Jess looking so sophisticated ; Laura a vision in angelic
white ; Jenny sailing in wearing a fabulous red ball gown ; Sophie in black lace . . . the

list is endless. Equally impressive were the posse of delightful young gentlemen who
danced with such enthusiasm (especially with me!) and behaved so impeccably. Debs and

Ed from Exeter stayed on the dance floor all evening whilst Tabi and Jack showed us all how
to jive . The DJ was excellent, having made a real effort to source all the tracks the girls had
requested . We grooved happily through four decades of music . Everyone was delighted by the

setting - so much more sophisticated than Jubilee or Chamber Hall!

The idea of a celebratory rite of passage, at the age of sixteen, was once the sole preserve of
American films and song lyrics but seems to have taken a firm hold among British Year 11s! As

Ceri Lloyd so charmingly put it " I've been waiting six years for this! "
So, moved by pleading, doe-eyed girls, dreaming of a chance to make a grand entrance
in a posh frock and dance the night away, I found myself organising their party . . . and

what a pleasure it turned out to be.
The Lord Haldon Hotel was chosen, once home to the aristocratic Palk family and so

judged a suitable venue to satisfy the desire to dress up in all our finery. The staff were
so helpful, even creating delicious non-alcoholic cocktails with names like "End of
Term Spirit". Mrs Lawrence, Freya (and little sister Portia), Ceri and Imogen spent
the afternoon womanfully blowing up balloons and curling ribbon . The room
looked lovely when we'd finished, then it was off home for a soak in the
bath and nail painting session . I believe the record for time spent in
preparing "the body beautiful" for the evening was over four hours -
and for some included airbrush tanning, full facial, pedicure, manicure
and a visit to the hairdressers! Mrs Lawrence and I confessed to a quick

Votes for the Prom Queen (Who Looks a Picture Tonight?) and King (Who is

	

a
Gentleman?) were invited and crowns and bouquets were presented to Miss

Summer Ferguson and Mr Nipper Checkley. The Year Book, so thoughtfully
compiled by Sara Jane and Chloe was circulated, much to the mirth of

staff present who read about their "apparent" sayings over the last • r.;
few years.

Sadly, all good things must end and at nearly midnight the
evening drew to a close . Amidst hugs and kisses Year 11 said
tearful

	

goodbyes to

	

one

	

another,

	

but

	

then

	

someone al*

remembered they would all see each other again in the
exams! What a super evening it was - thank you girls and

boys for your lovely company and exemplary behaviour.

Jan Middleton
Year 11 Tutor



Work Experience

All in a day's work for Imogen MiddletonFor the first time in Stover's history, Year

10 had the opportunity to go on a Work
Experience week . The idea was to find out
about the real world of work : being
punctual ; using our initiative ; working
with adults etc and possibly connected
with career areas we might like to enter.
Like students in many other schools, we
were asked to find our own placements
from a recommended list . We would also
use the experience for our GCSE English
Individual Orals . All of us were really

excited - a whole week off school! (Oh,
except to come in mid-week to take a
Maths module GCSE	 ).

I spent my week at St Peter's Prep
School in Lympstone, near Exmouth, to
see what it takes to be a teacher. Seeing
teaching from the other side" and in a
different school was certainly an eye-
opener. I was really nervous on Monday
because I wanted to make a good
impression but I had nothing to worry
about as all the staff and children were
welcoming and friendly. I was introduced
to the teacher who had organised my
week and with whom I was to spend most
of my time, Madame Spary - a French
teacher. I was given my timetable for the
week and was taken to the senior
assembly. I found myself sitting next to

another work experience student from
Trinity School whilst being stared at by

about one hundred 9-13 year olds!
My first two lessons were with Mrs

Rhodes, an English teacher, and Yr 6A
then B. I was quite relieved to find that

they were studying the Shakespeare play
Macbeth as I had spent weeks in my
English lessons reading the play and
writing a four-page essay on it for my
coursework! I was, therefore, pretty
familiar with it and was able to help the
boys with writing an account.

Most of the lessons I helped out with
were French lessons as I am considering a
career as a language or, possibly, History
teacher. My favourite group has to be
Yr7A as they were lively, full of
enthusiasm and friendly ; a particularly
funny moment was when one boy
announced, after being asked what cereal
he liked : "Je Weetabix!" I will remember
one particular boy, Billy Gore, because he

was so polite, helpful and smiled a lot!
With this group Madame Spary asked me
to prepare some helpful starter notes, in

French, about the daily routine at school
and I was really pleased when they
worked! I did have one English lesson
with them when I was asked to go round
and mark some of their work - the very
idea, to them, was highly amusing but I
set myself to work. One poor boy had so
many spelling mistakes and the other boys
kept laughing and timing how long it
would be until my pen went down again;
in the end I felt so sorry for him I decided
to leave a few mis-spelt words for Miss
Clarke, the other English teacher.

Although they were extremely tiring, I
loved my afternoon with Yrl . They were
all so full of energy! I was quite nervous
when I first entered their classroom as I
have not had much experience with
younger children because I am the
youngest in my family and I always seem
to make little children cry! To niy
amazement, however, they loved me.
I helped them with their colouring
and talked to them about "Scooby-
Doo" and pets . At break-time, I
found myself surrounded by
about ten girls and playing
hopscotch ; memories of games
I used to play aged five came
flooding back . The next day
they all saw me as I
approached their
playground to tackle
Yr2 and shouted : We
want Imogen! We
want Imogen!" I
waved, grinned
and felt really
happy that
they
remembered
me!

I came
away on
Friday
feeling
more
positive
about
becoming a
teacher -
it's
exhausting
but after all

you do get to have lots of holiday! I now
know that, if I choose to become a
teacher, I would teach the older age
groups (secondary school level).

Many of my friends had exciting times
too. Amy thoroughly enjoyed herself
finding out about jobs connected with
Sport and Leisure at Finlake Leisure
Complex, where she was fortunate
enough to encounter lots of good-looking
guys! Vicki and Siobhan had fun cleaning
out monkeys and looking after other
animals at Shaldon Zoo, and I believe the
highlight of Tash's week at a veterinary
surgery was helping with the castration of
a cat! Jenna, Sophie and Megan all learnt
about the beauty and hairdressing world
at various beauty salons, complete with
free hair trims. Poppy is now adamant
that she will never ever work with young
children after being tired out at Decoy

Primary School . Hannah Partridge
plunged into the medical

world at a hospital, Charlie
sampled the world of
Pharmacy and Phyllis,
Hannah Chisholm, Joyce
and others helped out
at the Preparatory
School here at Stover.

We are all grateful to
Mr Barter for giving us

the opportunity to
complete a work
experience which will
no doubt prove

valuable for our
futures . Have fun
next year, Year 9!

j
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Pottery, Bovey
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Friends of Stover (FOS)
Well it is most definitely true what wise
people say, Time goes fast when you
are having fun!' What a fast, furious and
fun-filled year this has been with a full diary
of events bursting out of the calendar's
pages.

The Friends of Stover's year started in
what has now become an eagerly awaited
Stover tradition of our Bonfire Night and
Barn Dance . Guy Fawkes' failure is well and
truly celebrated at Stover with a vivid mix of
colours, flavours and sounds that add to the
creation of wonderful memories. The sight
of children (of all ages) fencing and dancing
with their glow sticks was a magical sight.
The substantial bonfire kept us all warm
from 100m away and was topped by an
amazing firework display that echoed
around the valley and rattled the windows
of the Senior School . An abundance of
barbequed 'bangers and burgers was hastily
consumed by all . The evening was superbly
rounded off by the Barn Dance in Jubilee
Hall, hosted by the ever popular band Hips
and Haws rousing the crowd with their 'yeee
haaaa' hollering and dance step calling.
Once again the memorable and hysterical
sight of parents, teachers and children alike,
all 'strutting their stuff, was a treasure to
witness. The event was a huge success
largely due to the brilliant co-ordination
skills of Liz Evans (who chaired the sub-
committee) and her team for this dynamic
and highly charged event which raised
approximately £1100.

Harvest Festival was again generously
supported with a beautiful and very
poignant service, framed by a varied display
of fayre, kindly donated by parents . The
sumptuous produce was sold and distributed
at the end of the festival via voluntary
contributions to an 'honesty box: Proceeds
from the event were donated to our adopted
charity, Children's Hospice South West.

Due to a very busy programme, the
Christmas Fair was held on the 17 November
and was its usual well anticipated success.
We had a variety of stalls, with a lovely
injection of new outside businesses being
invited to display their wares alongside our
appreciated regulars' stalls and fun events.
The 'money tree' sponsored by PEPLOW
ACCOUNTANTS was again a great success.
We were very glad to repeat the pleasure of
Father Christmas' visit. He came along to
say 'hello' to our children and to receive
their 'Christmas letters and wishes : I
managed to snatch a quiet word with him
and he asked me to pass on his
congratulations to the FoS team for creating
such a beautiful winter wonderland . He
admitted to a fantastic and memorable day,

spent with so many happy and smiling faces.
He especially mentioned the beautiful
Christmas decorations that were made by
Helen Ellis and commented that they were
the best he had seen for over 100 years and
they were the 'jewels of the day'! Well done
Helen for your hard work and worthy
recognition . FoS would also like to thank
'FRANCIS CLARKE ACCOUNTANTS' for their
financial support of the event, along with
everyone who came along and visited the
Christmas fair because without you visiting,
supporting and spending it would not have
been such a great success with £1963 .10
being raised.

The annual Christmas shopping trip this
year visited Cardiff at the end of November.
Organised as a fun rather than a fund raising
event . It was well attended and enjoyed by
all . Surprisingly, the 'Cardiff Times' that week
reported a massive surge in its local
economy. I wonder why? Financial analyst
of the local Chamber of Commerce reported
it being attributed to the unusual increase in
'cream tea' consumption!

The school came back after the Christmas
break and FoS set its sights on the next big
event - a Quiz Night to be held in March.
The sub-committee was chaired by Kate
Reece, with the enthusiastic FoS team in
support . The event was a massive success
and very professional . At this point I must
make a confession . . . I am no fan of quiz
nights and was not really looking forward to
it. However, how wrong can one man be
('very often' I hear the ladies shouting)?! This
will stand out in my mind as the most
notable event of this year. It was sold out
and on the evening two additional tables
had to be hastily put together just before
the start due to over subscription . Although
the whole team worked equally hard there
are a few special mentions . Firstly, a big
thank you goes to HOTTOW TRANSPORT of
Bovey Tracey for their generous financial
sponsorship of the evening ; Kate Reece was
a star with the sourcing and production of
the questions ; Sara and John Pelling for the
enormous, interactive "live' scoreboard and
Paul Milward and his team excelled
themselves by preparing a delightful and
generous ploughman's meal . Susie Morris
added the funniest element of the evening
by kindly creating the 'wooden spoon' prizes
for the team that came last . Her team's
grace and noble honour is recognised by
them sparing the rest of us and promptly
winning the wooden spoons themselves . The
undisputed star of the night was Simon
Griffin. We extend our grateful thanks to
him for his excellent compering as our
wonderfully charismatic Question Master
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Friends of Stover (FOS)

and Master of Ceremonies. Approximately
£700 was raised at the event.

After a short 'events break' but numerous
FoS planning meetings, we launched
ourselves into the annual Family Fun Day set
for 21 May. The sub-committee was chaired
by Sue Mitchell and masses of planning,
time and effort were put in by her team . The
day was set to test the resolve and
dedication of the FoS team with absolutely
horrendous weather - strong winds and
torrential rain - to challenge the previous
day's setting up . Not to be scared off by a
little 'inclement drizzle' the wet weather
programme was implemented and as the FoS
saying goes. . . "Rain does not stop play." The
team's dedication was rewarded because in
the afternoon the weather cleared to a
brilliant summer's afternoon . We again had
our usual greatly appreciated regular stalls.
This year we had a few additions such as the
Police 'finger print' and community safety
team and the hugely popular crockery
smashing . Fiona and Chris West's British
wool display was a great new addition
including the 'name the lambs' and 'guess
the weight of the ram' competitions. The
latter being won by . . . yours truly with my
guess of 1681bs being very close to 'Porky's'
weight at a prime 1691bs. Kirsty Hyland had
a huge plant stall that would have rivalled
anything seen at Chelsea . I must also thank
BICKLEIGH MILL INN for their sponsorship of
the panda pop prizes on the Hoopla stall,
Becky Lee for her skills in making the Hoopla
stall and, once again, FRANCIS CLARKE for
their support with the bar. Final thanks go
to Joan Sumner, Kirsty Hyland's mother, for
the very patient making and subsequent
donation of the beautiful and colourful
bunting that adorned the grounds. This
brilliant and delightful event raised
£1987 .13.

Friends of Stover in support of our school
have had yet another fantastic year. We have
worked tirelessly towards the continuation of
our main project : the Tiered Seating . It was
our main goal to honour our commitment
and clear the payment of this by Summer
2006 and this was achieved in the beginning
of May with the final payment of £3000
being made to the school . We have already
witnessed the massive benefits of tiered
seating and staging and only time will fully
demonstrate what a fantastic, adaptable and
brilliant value-for-money asset this will be
for the benefit of our school . We have a
variety of 'pending bids' that were put on
hold due to our commitment to the tiered
seating and, as you read this, these are being
reviewed and as appropriate being agreed for
financial support by FoS.

My final summary and words of thanks go
to the often unsung heroes of our school
who make the events that FoS arrange go
like clockwork and also have the element of
something special. This is the school's team
of caterers and kitchen staff headed by the
unflappable Paul 'it's not a problem'
Milward . The next vote of thanks goes to
David Seccombe and his "crack" caretaking
team. The amount of times FoS have needed
the 'impossible' arranged is too numerous to
count . All I can say is thank God we have
had Dave and his team of magicians to solve
it.

My last thank you on behalf of FoS goes
to the administrative support team and the
teachers at the school itself, for being
patient with us 'bunch of amateurs' who
always come in last minute and ask, 'Can I
have 200 copies of this distributed? It will
only take five minutes, honest!' It is a
simple fact, without the total and often
silent dedication of these people, FoS would
not run as smoothly as it does.

To close, I wish to document huge
personal appreciation to Jo Simpson, Aiden
Hyland, Adele Rees and Sara Pelling : Jo, for
being the consummate professional, holding
the FoS Co-ordinator's role (requested by
myself on taking over as chair) and school's
first liaison ; Aiden for being nothing less
than a brilliant Treasurer and Adele for the
last couple of years' dedication doing the
thankless task of Secretary. You will be a
hard act to follow.

Lastly, Sara . Sara handed over the role of
'Chair' to me in October 2005 after Chairing
FoS since September 2003, taking over from
Trudy Channon (both still remain active
team members) . During my military and
civil careers I have worked with and lead
many varied team structures, at times in
very challenging circumstances. I can
honestly and sincerely state, though at times
equally challenging, Friends of Stover head
the list of my top teams. Friends of Stover
are and continue to be a pleasure, privilege
and honour to work with . Parents, new and
'seasoned', come along, join in and
experience the rewards of being an integral
member of such a great team.

As you often hear me say or see me
write, if you join the team you and your
time will be warmly welcomed . You will
always be appreciated and never be taken
for granted.

Darren Thompson
Chair - Friends of Stover
Mobile : 07798 874056
Email : dcthompson@bluevonder.co.uk
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Stover Preparatory School

September dawned with even more
excitement than usual as SPS families
were welcomed back to school and to
the newly enhanced Clockhouse
facilities. During the summer months
building contractors and staff had been
busy preparing the new rooms for the
pupils' return . The new facilities
include a new air-conditioned ICT Suite
complete with twenty flat screen
personal computers, a Music Room, an
Art and Design Technology Room, an
enlarged Library and improved
changing facilities . With our additional
space we were able to house all the
Pre-Preparatory pupils on the ground
floor where they gained a new
classroom as well as new cloakroom
and toilet facilities. During the autumn
term the Year 5 pupils enthusiastically
volunteered to offer tours of the new
facilities to parents and visitors,

proudly explaining how each new room
had enhanced the learning
opportunities at SPS. Their sensible,
mature approach resulted in many
compliments from our visitors, who
were also impressed by their obvious
pride in the school . Well done, Year 5!

January saw the arrival of a new
Junior Management Team . We were
sorry to say goodbye to Michelle
Pallister who stepped down from her
role as Senior Teacher and to Simon
Griffin who moved to the Senior
School with his class of Year 6 Boys in
September. Mrs Pallister's and Mr
Griffin's numerous contributions and
thoughtful insights during their time
in these posts brought substantial
benefits to SPS. After careful
consideration it was decided to
restructure the team to include Co-
ordinators for Key Stages One and

Two and a Lead Teacher for
Administration . Ruth Reynolds,
Matthew Ayer and Colin Brown took
on these roles and worked with
dedication and enthusiasm to help
ensure the continued smooth running
of the Preparatory School.

In the pages of this magazine you
will see glimpses of the numerous
events and activities from which our
pupils benefited during the academic
year. They tackled all with
enthusiasm, collaboration and a
willingness to learn - a truly strong
foundation upon which to build
essential life long attitudes and skills.
We hope you will enjoy reading about
these as much as the pupils enjoyed
participating in them.

Caroline Coyle
Deputy Head of the Preparatory School

Elizabeth House Report
We had a very successful year winning the house point cup two times and did
extremely well in cross-country, coming first over all, before coming a very
respectable third in the hockey.

In the spring term we came a brilliant second after two very close matches against
Victoria and Mary. We played fantastically well in the rounders and came very close,
winning by two and a half rounders.

On Sports Day everyone tried extremely hard and our house came 2nd with 235
points.

Well done everyone in Elizabeth! Keep up the super work next year!

Molly Greenslade
Elizabeth House Captain

Head Boy's
Thoughts
This year has been very good for all
the sports and everyone has worked
very hard in class. There are sports for
all ages and a lot more people are
doing new sport clubs . There are
many clubs to do so no one gets
bored . Our Christmas and summer
performances were a great success
and the parents loved them . The Year
5's play this summer was also a great
success, especially when Daniel Barter
dressed up as a girl (how brave) . He
made us laugh . The Year 3's and 4's
play was really fun as well.

We have enjoyed our trips,
especially the residential . Some of the
trips have put Stover School on the
television.

I would say this has been my best
year at Stover so far, and hope I have
more great years to come . I hope the
next Head Boy has a great year like I
did .

Samuel Wyatt-Haines
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Mary House Report
This term Mary has been great! Everybody has helped me get
used to being house captain . We have gained a lot of house
points by good work . Mary has been very good at their sports
by lots of practice . We have won quite a bit at interhouse
competitions, like hockey and netball.

Mary works really well together as a team . We have proved
to be very good at different activities, for example, sport and
classwork . At Sports Day this term, we did really well getting
221 points and coming 3rd over all!

Next year Mary
House will come back
stronger as we will all
be older! Good luck,
Mary. I have had a
great time being your
house captain and keep
up the good work!

Kate Massey
Mary House Captain

Victoria House Report
Victoria House has done extremely well with house points this
year, especially with our netball matches as we have won all
of them so far! This may be due to the fact that we
encourage each other, making us a stronger house . We tried
our best in the hockey but didn't achieve as much as we
wanted to. In our netball the three best players were Holly
Sames who played Goal Attack and she did it superbly
catching the ball and throwing the ball, and Tilly Flain who
played amazingly,
scoring lots of goals
for Victoria . We
must not forget
Kate O'Hanlon, who
was Goal Defence,
for her great ability
to defend our team.

Annabel Warwick
Victoria House

Captain

Courtenay House Report
This year has been okay. We came

	

I doing five events and Alex Sutcliffe
second in the interhouse rugby and
football in which Oscar Pelling was an
'immense' goal keeper. We drew to
Seymour and, unfortunately, lost to
Templer and anyway we expected that.

We are hoping for a good result on
Sports Day today, with Oscar Pelling and

doing two.
This year Courtenay House are hoping

to win the house cup as we have had a
good year with house points.

Samuel Goodman
Courtenay House Captain

Stover School Nagar re

Seymour House Report
We have had a good year on the house

	

Templer just slipped ahead into first
point side of things but not such a good

	

position and pushed us back into second
year on sport . We came last in the rugby

	

place. Never mind, we won the house
and last in the football but had some

	

cup in both the spring and summer
really good players but we still lost . We

	

terms.
hope to get 1 st in the cricket.

In Sports Day we did really well . At

	

Thomas Simmons
one point we were winning but then Seymour House Captain

This academic year Templer has been
successful and has had a very prosperous
year. We have won the interhouse
football and Sports Day with 257 points
in total and now, as the term comes to
an end, we are anxiously awaiting the
interhouse cricket results and the house
cup results. We would like to thank all

of Templer for participating in all the
house competitions and bringing success
to us all year round.

Rob Arrow, Ben Proctor-Morris and
George Sanders
Templer House Captains

Templer House Report
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SPS MUSIC REPORT

Autumn days when the grass is jewelled
And the silk inside a chestnut tree 	

The rhythm of the changing seasons is
reflected in the musical life of a school.
Yellowing leaves, frosty mornings and
ripening wheat in the fields served as a
reminder that preparations needed to be
made for Harvest Festival . The eternal
theme of thanksgiving was realized through
song and spoken word . Reception to Year 2
were busy practising their 'pops ' for their
song - 'Pop go the peas' - whilst Years 3 - 5
took the part of the plants that in 'The food
chain blues' bemoan their fate of being
eaten in their prime! The choir reminded us
of others less fortunate than ourselves in the
moving 'Bring your children hope:

- Three wise men with mighty gifts
Cainee to the stable . trace/led far,
And all to see the tiny child"

With the trees now bare of leaves and the
appearance of our winter visitor - the robin -
so rehearsals began for our Christmas
production. "Donkey for sale!" was the cry that
echoed around the Pre-Prep department as the
traditional tale was recounted through the
words and actions of Alfie the donkey, who,
after being bought by Joseph, carries Mary to
Bethlehem . A delightful backdrop, colourful
costumes combined with beautiful narration
and singing transported the audience back to
that magical night when wise men stood with
shepherds in a lowly stable.

The second part of the production was
given by the children and choir from Years 3
- 5 and took the form of a traditional carol
service with carols and readings. The
performance began with some hearty
congregational singing of '0 come all ye
faithful' immediately followed by the whole
school singing 'Come and join the
celebrations: Familiar favourites were woven
together with new songs, but all giving the
same message about the miracle of that
winter's night so long ago . Thanks must go

to all the staff who were involved in this
complicated production and to the children
for their uplifting acting and singing - it
was a pleasure to see everyone leaving the
hall smiling and laughing, having clearly
appreciated a wonderful performance.

"Primroses a special sight.
Cowslips make the garden bright"

Spring term - a time for advance
arrangements for the Summer productions.
Auditions were held for Year 5 and it was
good to see the enthusiasm and rivalry for
the main parts in their play. Years 3 and 4
began to get to grips with the songs and
music required for their forthcoming musical
whilst the Art Department began producing
the complicated scenery and props that were
required for two productions.

The Pre-Prep were once again involved in
their annual drama workshop run by David
Jones - principal of Creative Workshop
Schools . Following group and improvisation
work, which gave the children confidence
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and the opportunity for individual
expression, each group put on a short
performance highlighting their work based
on the theme of 'Dartmoor:

"Early in the morning God spoke some
words

To a very special man who always heard
'Noah', he said 'Do a job for me
For the earth's to be _flooded and all be

turned to sea'"

The summer term, and the rehearsals are in
full swing for the performances . "It's only
two and a half weeks away!!!!" was the
anguished cry from the Art and Music
departments . Years 3 and 4 rose
magnificently to the occasion, producing a
colourful telling of the biblical story of Noah
and his ark . Mrs Holmes and Mrs Blockley
produced a splendid ark and in went
crocodiles, elephants, mice, hyenas and other
assorted animals and birds . The singing was
superb and Year 3 added an extra dimension

with their atmospheric playing depicting the
wind and the rain . The musical ended with
the uplifting song 'God has made a promise'
and a shower of rainbow-coloured ribbons
brought the performance to a dazzling
conclusion.

"1'11 whisk you all otway
To where, as in all fain' tales . imagination
still holds sway "

So begins the tale of The White Cat, a
pantomime set in the country of Euphoria,
where King Pat-a-Cake is trying to retire and
his three sons are set a problem of finding
the Golden Net. Along the way, Prince
Peerless meets the beautiful Princess
Rosamund and her guardian Dame Hernia
Lovelorn, the stately Lady Bluemalkin and
the Queen of Mysteria - The White Cat . The
audience were transported at breathless
speed as the adventure unfolded and they
learnt of the dastardly plans of Prince Fyne
and his brother Dandi to rule Euphoria

together. They gasped in amazement as
King Pat-a-Cake proposed marriage to
Hernia, and laughed uproariously as Dandi
was last seen trying to dance the Hokey
Cokey dressed as Princess Jellibelli of
Wallapaloo! Needless to say, true love won in
the end, with Mother Goose thwarting the
evil Queen Venoma of Despondia in order to
save Rosamund from marrying Prince
Ghastly. The children in Year 5 were
magnificent - the costumes, make-up, set
designs, light and sound befitted a
professional company. They handled the
difficult script with aplomb, and had the
audience laughing and clapping throughout
the performance.

Looking back, the school year has been
incredibly busy, but each performance has
been fantastic . Triumphs of enthusiasm and
energy coupled with a willingness to
entertain and enrich both those that take
part, and also those who come to watch.
Magnificent!



Prep School Sports Report Colin Brown reports

The Stover Preparatory School reputation goes from strength to strength on the playing
fields of Devon . We started the year playing some tough games of rugby, culminating
at the very prestigious Bryanston's 7s Tournament in December. This was then followed
by our most successful term of football . The Ull and U9 teams did exceptionally well
against some tough schools . We also played a very high standard of football with the
boys showing very good skills . We were 'the team to beat', to quote our rivals . The Ull
played a very attractive style of football with Harry Brooks and Ben Robbins putting in
some excellent performances . A special mention to our top striker Alec Reade who was
the school's 'hot shot'!

We have had a very tough cricket term in the school's
very short history ; this was down to some incredibly
strong teams at other schools. However, the team tried
hard and was led well by Harry Brooks as 1st XI Cricket
Captain.

The girls, too, have had a successful year of sport . The
year started off well with some excellent games of hockey
in which all the girls participated in matches throughout
the term to a high standard . Netball proceeded in the
spring term when the girls played in some difficult and
icy conditions . The U10 team played very well against
some older teams throughout the term and the U9 team
won the first tournament of the season at St Michael's
School, playing some superb netball . The rounders term
also got off to a good start with the girls demonstrating
continuous improvement throughout the summer. The
U10, U9 and the U8 teams all competed against schools
with good results . Well done!

Good performances in cross-country culminated in the
first 'Stover Preparatory School Cross Country Event',
which was held on a bitter day in January . Various
schools throughout Devon and Cornwall competed in the
event ; the runners tackled a demanding course through
the Stover grounds.

Our fourth Sports Day was held on a very hot summer's
day in June. The Pre-Prep children began the day
with a morning of sporting activities ranging from
running, jumping and throwing (mini-style) . The
children were in various animal teams, from
walking wombats to cantering cats . The morning
was concluded with a Champions' lap of honour.

The Prep School children emerged on to the field
at l pm to start the main athletics event . Track
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events commenced
with sprints of 75m,
100m, 150m and 200m,
and then went on to
600m and 800m . Lots
of house records were
broken throughout the
afternoon . The field
events took place
alongside the track
events with the
children competing in
long jump, high hump,
rounders ball throw
and cricket ball throw.
Even more records were
broken in the field
events with everyone
thoroughly enjoying
taking part and
spectating . The hotly
contested house relays
completed the
afternoon to the sound
of cheers from fellow
team mates, with many
races finishing very
closely. However, the
most serious race of
the day seemed to be
that of the 'Mummy
and Daddy' race which
was fiercely contended.

Well done to all the
children for an
excellent day and a
fantastic year of sports
at Stover.

Girls Preparatory School Sport
Ull South Dartmoor Tournament, 5-a-side for girls held on
Wednesday, 28 June 2006.

Stover School - v- St Josephs Lost 0 - 1
- v- Chudleigh Drew 1 - 1
- v - Withycombe Raleigh Won 2 - 0
- v - Erme Won 2 - 0
- v - Bovey Tracey Lost 0 - 1
- v - Landscove Won 2 - 1

Our girls football team came second in their group on points,
narrowly missing out on a semi-final place.

We faced tough opposition but played with lots of
determination and skill . I was particularly pleased with the
younger players who coped remarkably well against some very
strong Year 6s.

STOP PRESS!
Kate O'Hanlon (Ull Stover Girls Football
Captain) and Holly Sames have been
invited to train at the Plymouth or Exeter
School of Excellence, after being watched
and approved by a football scout.

Our sincere congratulations to you
both, Kate and Holly. Well done!

DOUBLE DEVON SUCCESS!
Samuel Wyatt-Haines, Head Boy at Stover Prep School and a
member of Bovey Tracey Cricket Club, has landed a double
county success . Not only has he been picked to play for the
county's under 10 cricket team, but he has also been made
Captain . Samuel led the Devon team in the first match of the
season last weekend in a very exciting draw against Dorset when
both teams scored the same number of runs in a tightly
contested 35-overs-a-side match.

To be selected, Samuel has been through a very rigorous
process starting last summer and continuing throughout the
winter. Mr Brown at Stover School firstly recommended Samuel
for trials for South Devon and these led to a trial for the Devon
Squad . Success resulted in Samuel
enjoying coaching from the Devon
coaches and ongoing monitoring of
his performance and skills. The last
phase of the process was a series of
district matches across the county for
all the potential candidates which
enabled the Devon manager, Ted
Ashman, to make his final choices for
the team.

The county team play 10 matches
against other counties including Kent
and Somerset during the season,
ending with a three day county
tournament in August.

Congratulations, Sam! We're very
proud of your sporting achievements.
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LAMDA
— Speech and Drama students take a bow!

We would like to pay tribute to the peripatetic speech and drama students
who work hard, creatively and collaboratively, all through the year (quietly
and not so quietly behind the scenes). Their success in the London Academy
of Music and Dramatic Art examinations is pure proof of their commitment
and talent.

Yet again, there has been a 100% pass rate both in the Senior and
Preparatory Schools, with the majority of students gaining a Merit or
Distinction . The diversity of examinations taken has grown over the years,
and now students can enter as individuals or part of a group to take Acting,
Verse and Prose speaking and Improvisation exams.

The benefits of this kind of training include self-discipline, improved
confidence and self-esteem, excellent communication skills, as well as an
opportunity for formal performance and working creatively as part of a
team.

Special mentions go to Jack Herbert, Tom Edgington, Thomas Rooke and
Lucy West in Year 3 and Kit Greenslade in Year 4 for attaining Distinctions in
their LAMDA exams . Congratulations to everyone, including Mrs Berry and
Mrs Dawson (the teachers) and good luck for next year!

q What do cricket, Anthony
Horowitz and Alien
Invaders have in common?

a George Sanders' choice for
the English Speaking Board
Examination

George Sanders : This year, classes
5B and 5W have participated in the
English Speaking Board
examinations. There were three
tests which affected your final
grade . These were reading, speech
and poetry. Listening also affected
your final result.

I chose cricket as my topic,
'Stormbreaker' by Anthony Horowitz
as my book and 'Alien Invaders' as
my poem. For this, I was awarded a
merit plus . This was the second
highest mark ; I was very pleased.

amaze colt
Bed Et Breakfast

Manaton, DartmoorTQ13 9UY

Nigel & Carole Fisher

Reservations:
, ._,01647 221521

• All rooms en suite

• Superb views

• Guest Lounge with log fire

• Just 20 minutes from Stover School

• 4 Red Diamonds AA Award

• Best Breakfast Accolade AA Award

• Dartmoor National Park Charter
for Sustainable Tourism
	 -

vet'lhg meals, by arrangement

-filly Licensed



SPS Trips

We went in the coaches. We got to go in
partneres. I went on the back of the coach.
We got lost. When we got to Cockington
we met a ranger. She took us to the woods
but befor we went to the woods we went
to the lack. We saw dragonflies. When we
got to the woods and plod a wurm game
and we plod listening game. We went
fishing. It was fun in the woods . We saw

Cockington Country Park
A five year old's report

horses in carts. They red oringh yellow
carts . Ther were lots of people in
Cockington . It was fun and exciting . It
was brilliant ther. In the woods we found
strings. Then the rangers led us out of the
woods. Out of Cockington and in the
coach and I went at the back of the coach
and back to Stover School.

A

Reception at
Riverford Farm
THE RECEPTION CLASS learnt
about 'growing things' in the
summer term and in order to
reinforce their learning they
enjoyed a visit to Riverford

Organic Vegetable Farm,
Staverton.

YEAR 1, at the Miniature Pony
Centre in Moretonhampstead,

spent a thrilling time "up close
and personal" with their fur and

feathered friends .
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Art Farm
We went to Art Farm to see the art on
Friday, 16 June 2006 . All Year 3 went in a
minibus because the road was small . First
we saw a bull then a lady showed us some
painted figures of speech ; one of them was
"No use crying over spilt milk". After that
we were split into groups.

The boys in my group were Tom Wotton,
Richard, Lionel and T.C. The first thing we
did was finding things to make pigments.
This is what Thomas thought about it – " It
was fun and also a lady gave him some
extra pigments". I got some flowers, some
stones and some charcoal and the man
gave me some lapis lazuli, then we made it
into paint and we made a picture out of
the colours. Next, we looked at some spilt
milk that had been left for 2 weeks and
there was 5,000 litres! By now Tom S and
Freddie were being interviewed on
Television! Freddie said "the spilt milk
stunk but it looks like the moon!"

We walked a few yards to a spiral type
maze . Then we saw a pipe taking water up
the hill, and a lady let us go up the hill. It
was about 50 feet high . Then, there was a
fun bit running down the hill . I ran into a
bump and rolled a bit down the hill . I was
second down the hill . I thought that was
really fun.

I started looking around then we moved
on . We went to see a type of squirrel's
climbing frame . Then we went into a cabin
made from an old cabin from the 1930s.
After that we went to the ice-cream van
and bought some chocolate ice cream.
When we had finished our ice-cream we
went into a barn and there was a lady
made out of dolls . Next we saw a lady who
sold milk. After that, we went to the
exhibit with sea shells in it ; you roll it and
you might hear the sea shells . After the
sea shells we went to see this lady sew
things and make pictures.

Finally, it was lunch . We had sandwiches,
crisps and apples, water and a Kit-kat.
After lunch we watched a film then finally
we went back. What a busy day!

Jungle Book Jaunt - Mowgli stabs Sheerkahn

On Wednesday, 15 March, Year 3 Boys and Girls went to the Princess Theatre
in Torquay by the Marina Harbour where my mum's boat is. We all travelled
by coach to the theatre . We went to see the story called "The Jungle Book".
The whole class loved it and the actors dressed in brilliant costumes. My
favourite bit was when Sheerkahn jumped out and caught him and
Mowgli stabbed Sheerkahn in the heart. Cody's favourite bit was
when Sheerkahn died.

After we finished we got on the coach and went back to
our school and we played "I Spy" on the way.

by Tom Scadding
Year 3 Boys

By Harrison Milstead
Year 3
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Dartmoor Adventure
On Tuesday. 23 May. we went to Dartmoor on a
minibus. When we got there, our PE
teacher, Mr Brown, took us on a walk
down the road and then up a public
footpath . We walked up a very big hill
and along the way we met a sheep!

At the top we saw a very big
communication tower around 200
metres high. We climbed around a rock
and I spotted a sheep bone.

After that Mr Brown showed us the tors
that had flags and he told us that the army
practised there. We all walked down a hill and
at the bottom we saw a foal and a horse.

Matthew Holyoak, Year 4

Another view:
At school on Tuesday at 9 .00am we went to Dartmoor and the worst
part of the day was the storm. We were walking along and suddenly it
was raining . We all got very wet!!

I enjoyed the 'Information Centre' at Princetown that we went to after
lunch. I liked the section about the forces on Dartmoor best.

Clive Pig's Tudor Workshop
In the autumn term, Year 5 was studying the Tudors
and, because of this, we invited Mr Clive Pig to do a
Tudor workshop with us . First, he performed what the
life of a Tudor man was like . The character he played
was called Thomas Pike who was a poor man who had a
tough life, from leaving his mother and brothers and
sisters to playing the flute for Queen Elizabeth I.

After the performance, we had to act out parts of his
performance . We had a choice of doing : the day
Thomas's mother gave him a corn doll ; the day Thomas
left his family ; when he went travelling out to sea to
find some cigars in America ; when he played the flute
for Queen Elizabeth and when Queen Elizabeth died . It
was an extraordinarily humorous and interesting
experience and we hope the next people to see Clive
Pig perform will enjoy it as much as we did.

Saxon Mudge, Year 5

The Chinese New Year
Year 5 boys and girls got really involved with the
Chinese New Year celebrations. We enjoyed the
festival . Everybody made a big dragon and we paraded
it around the playground with lots of music to
accompany us . It was just like the celebrations in
China itself.

Aidan Cheung
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Easter Bonnet Parade
On Thursday, 28 April, Year 5 did an Easter bonnet
parade . There was a variety of hats all shapes and
sizes. We walked through Turkey Hall showing the
rest of Key Stage 2 our colourful hats. Then the hats
went on display outside Turkey Hall for visitors and
pupils to have a closer look at them . My hat was an
old fashioned countryside hat.

We did this assembly because in the 1870s it was
traditional to wear hats at Easter . We were following
this tradition .

Sophie Ansell

Morwellham
In June 2006 Year 5 band girls went

	

ua yto Morwellham Quay boyslearn about
Victorian life.

I really enjoyed Morwellham Quay . I would
not like to be in a Victorian school - you're not allowed to slump
down and you have to sit up straight all the time!

The best part was when we went down into the copper mine on a
special sort of train . It was very deep, dark and cold and we got
dripped on .

	

Oliver Pritchard-Barrett

r School
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Stinky Poo!
Sewage Trip
On 14 February the Year 5 boys and girls

went to the sewage plant at Newton
Abbot . When we got there it smelt really
bad but after a while we got used to the

smell and it got better. We got split up
into two different groups and got shown

around the sewage farm . We saw most
parts of it such as the storm tanks, the
pumps and the aeration tanks and, at the

end of the day, we all had a treat as the
Fire Brigade were there training so we

got to look at all their equipment.

Rob Arrow and Samuel Wyatt-Haines

hthrtj
ti.Ziftte;

Instructors : Mrs B Mcllroy I.I .H and Mrs J Gratton B .H.S .A.1

E14 .00 for 1 1 /2 hours tuition

Includes: Stable management, Dressage. Show jumping
Cross Country, off road woodland hacking, Picnic rides

Beginners welcome • All ponies and horses are well schooled and
compete regularly at Pony Club events

Contact Rora Farm, Liverton, Newton Abbot, TQ12 6HZ

Tel : 01626 821257

KIrifLh
a Print & Design Ltd

• Leaflets
• Brochures
• Programmes
• Prospectuses
• Tourist Guide
• Annual Reports
• Fine Art Reproduction

The perfect solution to
design and print

Wills Road •Totnes Industrial Estate • Totnes • DevonTQ9 5XN
Tel : 01803 867087 • Fax: 01803 867088 • ISDN: 01803 864490

E-mail : studio@kingfisherprintco .uk • sales@kinglsherprintco.uk
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Duchy College Residential Trip
This year all the Year 5 boys
and girls went to Duchy
College in Cornwall on a
residential . We all really
enjoyed ourselves. Each
night was spent in a
spacious tent and in our tent
we could not get to sleep, so
we stayed up late messing
about and trading sweets.

We were split up into 5
teams during the days and
we went off and did
separate activities such as
climbing an 11 metre tower
and then abseiling off it
which was very scary. We
also made shelters out of
sticks, string and canvas. We
did some archery in the
sports hall ; we shot targets
with balloons and tried to
burst them . We all went
canoeing and kayaking
during which there were
some very humorous
capsizes.

Samuel Wyatt-Haines
and Rob Arrow

I thoroughly enjoyed the trip and so did the rest of
my class . Although the journey was long and
boring it was worth the wait. When we arrived at
Duchy we were split into five groups, a, b, c, d and
e. Each group did different activities on different
days . My favourite activity was abseiling because
I'm up for a challenge. My best friend Rachel
Hannon's favourite activity was canoeing because
she loved it when she had to jump into other boats.
Paige Vinall's favourite activity was kayaking
because she enjoyed capsizing her kayak.

We all loved staying at Duchy and didn't want to
leave, but we were happy to see our families again
and tell them about all of the brilliant things we
did, like kayaking, canoeing, abseiling, wall
climbing, archery and survival skills .

Harriet Joyner
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First Steps Nursery

Treasure Hunt
Not a teddy bear's picnic this time but First Steps Nursery had
a fantastic time on their Treasure Hunt around the fabulous
64 acres of grounds around the main school . Stover's nursery
pupils and their parents followed the trails from the nursery
school gathering treasure, bark rubbings and naming flowers
up through the Senior School, along the Terraces, through the
Jungle Woods and finishing at the side of the Mansion House
for a fantastic lunch, which both pupils and parents
thoroughly enjoyed.

Mrs Sarah Stoddart, Head of Stover's First Steps Nursery said, "It's been a
lot of hard work ; the children have coloured in the signs and helped
prepare the trails and today the weather has been superb . Everyone - all
the children, their parents and the staff - have had a fantastic time . We
are extremely lucky at Stover Nursery to have these wonderful grounds to
walk through everyday - and today has been really special for the children ."
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It you live in or around the Dartmoor National ParA and are

planning a move. Victor Palmer and Stephen Godsland ncould
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PALMZIR..
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Stover School, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ12 6QG

• School Office 01626 354505

• Fax : 01626 361475

• Email : mail@stover.co.uk

• Website: www.stover.co.uk
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