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Staff list 2004-2005
Academic Staff

Headmaster
Mr Thomas A Packer BSc MSc FlnstP Durham

Head of Senior School
Mrs S Bradley BSc (Hons), MI Biol, CBioI, PGCE Portsmouth Et Oxford. Biology

Assistant Head/Pastoral
Mrs A de Montjoie BA MA PGCE Leeds, Kings Cantab
English ft Drama, Media Studies

Senior School Staff
Ms P Absalom BA (Hons), PGCE Exeter English Et Drama
Mrs M Ayela Licence ES, PGCE Exeter Spanish
Mr C Baillie BSc (Hons), PGCE Keele Biology/Psychology
Mrs S Barnes BSc MSc (Hons), PGCE Plymouth, Bangor Mathematics
Mr P Barter BA (Hons), PGCE Exeter, Wales History
Ms L Boorman Bsc (Hons), PGCE Plymouth Mathematics
Mr C Brown BA Cert Ed Plymouth P.E./Outdoor Pursuits
Mrs H Coyne-Stacey BA (Hons), PGCE Dublin German, MFL, EFL, English
Mrs T Craven BA (Hons), OTS Brighton P.E. Et English
Mrs L Creates BA MA (Hons, PGCE) Oxford Geography
Mrs L Decamville BA (Hons), Cert Ed Exeter EFL
Mr I Diffey BEd (Hons), Cert Ed,

PG Dip Exeter ICT
Mrs J Dobbyn CertEd, B.Ed, DPSE London Business Studies
Mr G Dunbar Cert Ed, PGCE Cheshire College,

Middlesex Art Ft Technology
Mrs V Elce BA (Hons), PGCE London, Oxford Geography/RE/PSE
Mr E Ensor BSc MSc London, Bradford Physics
Miss E Evans BA (Hons), PGCE Exeter MFL Et P.E.
Mrs S Farleigh BA (Hons), OTS Dartington Coll. of Arts Music
Miss A Goodall BSc (Hons), PGCE Wales, Bath P.E.
Mrs M Hawkins BEd (Hons), Cert SN Lancaster, Exeter Special Needs
Mrs V Hurst BA (Hons), PGCE Exeter History, Art
Mrs J Jorgensen BA (Hons), PGCE Hull English Et Drama
Mrs M Kearney
(Senior Teacher)

BEd Exeter Assessment/Exams
Officer/Biology

Mrs S Kensington BA (Hons), PGCE Essex, Matlock Learning Support
Mrs J Lean BA (Hons) Dip Music OU Music Et Performing Arts
Mrs C Middleton BA (Hons), MA Exeter, Westminster EFL
Mrs J Middleton BA (lions), PGCE London English Et Drama
Mr M Palmer Cert Ed Exeter ICT
Mrs A Richards BSc Ed (Hons) Exeter Science
Mr C Shaw BSc (Hons), PGCE London Science
Mrs H Skuckova BA (Hons), PGCE Prague Maths/Physics
Mrs A Smith
(Senior Teacher) BA (Hons), PGCE Dunelm, Confab Curriculum/Geography
Mrs K Veal
(Senior Teacher)

BEd (Hons) Worcester Administration/Food
Technology

Mr G Williams GBSM ABSM Music
Mrs N Winston Licence d'Anglais French
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Staff list 2004-2005
Academic Staff

Preparatory School Staff

Mrs J Fairbrother MEd, BA (Hans), PGCE
Mrs C Coyle

	

MA, BEd
Mr M Appleby BEd Primary Eng. Lit
Mr M Ayer

	

BSc Ed (Primary)
NVO3
BA (Hans), Cert Ed
BA (Hans) French Et Latin,
Cert Ed

Mrs S Clutten

	

BA Ed (Hans)
Miss C Cummins BA Ed PE Et Health
Miss J Edwards NNEB
Miss J Evered

	

BEd Art Et Design
Mr N Futrell

	

BA (Hans), PGCE (Primary)
BA, PGCE (Primary)
BA, PGCE
BEd (Hans), HND
BA (Hans), PGCE
BEd (Hans) (Primary) Science

BEd (Hans) Geography

	

Bangor, Wales
BSc Science PGCE

	

Manchester
NNEB

	

Classroom Assistant
BA Ed (Hans)

	

Exeter
BA, PGCE

	

Winchester
Cert Ed DELE

	

Plymouth
City ft Guilds 324

	

classroom Assistant

Nursery School Staff
BA (Hans) Plymouth a Exeter

	

Head of Nursery
NV03

	

Nursery Assistant
NV03

	

Nursery Assistant
WO 3

	

Nursery Assistant

Boarding House Staff

Miss S Nuttall

	

BA OU, TEFL Cert TESOL/Librorian
Mrs J Millward-Goodreds BEd (Hans) Worc. College
Mrs G Fletcher

	

Cert Ed ITEC, Leeds
Miss M Leslie-Ellis

	

SEN SNR
Miss L Ohl £t
Miss E Barrett-Cheetham (Autumn 2004)

Mrs M Blockley
Mr C Brown
Mrs J Burgess

Head of Boarding
t Junior Housemistress

Senior Housemistress
Assistant Housemistress
Assistant Housemistress
Assistant House Tutors

Mr J Garner
Miss E Grey
Mr S Griffin
Mrs S Holmes
Mrs M Pallister
Mrs J Parsons
Mr K Perkins
Mrs R Reynolds
Mrs J Sanders
Mrs C Simmons
Mrs L Smale
Mrs F Waring
Miss H Warman

Mrs S Stoddart
Mrs L Sharrock
Miss N Shute
Mrs G Thompson

Exeter

	

Headteacher
Michigan, Kingston

	

Deputy Head
Bristol
Vermont, USA

Classroom Assistant
Plymouth

Reading, Toulouse
Exeter
Wollongong, Australia

Classroom Assistant
Plymouth
Exeter
Brunel
Cardiff/Cambridge
Cheltenham ft Farnborough
Exeter
Plymouth

Peripatetic Music Staff
Flute

	KeyboardEt Piano

Piano

RecorderEtPiano

Violin ft Viola

Percussion

Guitar

Brass

Voice Et Flute

Piano

ClarinetEtSaxophone
Piano

Cello

Chaplain
Reverend C . Knott BA

Administration Et Finance
Headmaster's Secretary Ms D Robins 	

Registrar	 Miss F White	

Bursar	 Mr S DrabbleBSc

Estates Bursar 	 Mrs H Goodwin

School Secretary	 Mrs S Heard

Prep School Secretary	 Mrs F Martin

Prep School
Administration Assistant Mrs C Ettridge	

Bursar's Assistants

	

Mrs M Barnard
Mrs G Hanbury

Medical Department
School Medical Officer Dr D Milburn

MB, BS

School Nurse

	

Miss S Edworthy
	RGN RMDip

Assistant Nurse

	

Miss M Leslie-Ellis
SEN SNR

Other
Miss S Nuttall,
	 TEFL
Mrs M Kearney,
	 BEd (Hans)

Mr C Brown,
	Cert Ed

Mr R Bond,
Mrs J Hough
	 (Pro) BTCA

Ms P Absalom
BA (Hons),
Ms J Berry
MA BA (Hans),
Mrs R Dawson,
	MA BA (Hons)

Mrs A Milford

Mr J Harle
	BSc,MBCS,CITP

Mr P Milward,
MHCIMA

School Governors
Chairman

	

Dr P J Key,
OBE, MB, BS

Vice Chairs

	

Mr R Barlow,
DL FRICS
Mrs K Reece,
F.Inst. LEX

Mr H Akhtar

Mr H Anderson,BSc (Hons)
Mrs A Anning

Mrs M Batten,BSc

Mr G Bush, CB

Mr A C J Cooper,BSc (Hons)

Mrs A Harrison,MCSP

Prof I D Mercer,CBE Dsc LLD

Rev D J Stanton

Mr R Wyatt-Haines,FCIB, MCIM, MBA

Honorary Members
Miss F R Evans, Cert Ed

Clerk to the Governors
Mr S Drabble BSc

Mrs A Ayling

Mrs J Baldwin

Mrs A Brown

Miss L Cross

Miss C Hayek

Miss Hiley

Mr P Hill

Mr M Holland

Mrs S Farleigh

Mr P Hurst

Mr T Lakeman

Mrs E McMahon

Mrs H Wills

Head of Careers Et
School Librarian
Examinations Officer

School Outdoor
Activities Coordinator

School Tennis Coaches

Speech Et Drama

Laboratory Technician

Systems Manager

Catering Manager
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Stover Senior School

Stover has enjoyed another extremely

successful year. Girls and boys are

well motivated, happy and work hard

and this has been reflected in

excellent academic results in both the

Senior and Preparatory school.

At Stover we aim to develop the

whole person and provide a breadth

and balance of opportunities . This is

evident throughout the school as

pupils participate in Music, Sport, Art

and Drama as well as our extensive

extra- curricular programme of

activities.

Stover continues to develop : boys

will be joining the Senior School from

September 2005 . Our outstanding

new science laboratories and

classrooms will be completed by the

end of the summer and will be

operational for the forthcoming

academic year. The library has been

restocked with books and resources

and further developments and

refurbishments are being completed

in Clockhouse . The Preparatory

School will be able to enjoy and

benefit from these enhanced facilities

in the near future.

Sue Bradley
Head of Senior School

J
y'1
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Sa Ivete

Liz Creates
Mrs Creates joins Stover from

Coombe Dean School, Plymouth . She

will be teaching Geography part-

time, as well as History and Religious

Education to years 6 and 8

respectively.

Nick Futrell
Mr Futrell previously taught at

Gatehouse Primary School in Dawlish.

He will be teaching year 3 Girls in the

Preparatory School part-time, with

additional responsibility for Science

teaching in the lower years of the

Senior School .

Peta 4bsaloci
Previously the peripatetic speech and

drama teacher for four terms, Ms

Absalom now joins the English and

Drama Department . Her career

encompasses a variety of roles from

early years teacher of performing arts

for Stage Coach, Plymouth and after

school drama club at St Christophers,

to English teacher at an Exeter high

school and South Dartmoor

Community College, and later

diversifying to work for the South

Hams Primary Care Trust as Training

Administrator for the Child and

Adolescent Mental Health Strategy.

Active in local community theatre, Ms

Absalom enjoys the creativity and

collaboration of performing, directing

and choreographing . "I am delighted

and excited by the prospect of

working alongside students, teachers

and administrative staff in such a

beautiful environment . The ethos
here is so positive ."

Beverley Fulforol
Beverley joins Stover as a Learning

Support assistant. She previously

worked at Gramercy School near

Brixham.

Graham Williams is a multi-

talented director of music and

musician who is joining Stover as a

temporary teacher of Music . He will

work closely with Julia Lean from the

Junior School and together they will

run the Music department during

Sarah Farleigh's maternity leave.
Commuting to and from Cornwall, Mr

Williams will have his work cut out

teaching GCSE, running the Chamber

Choir and Senior Vocal Group and

returning home to his Cantab singers

for rehearsals and concerts.

Stover School Magazine 2004-2005



Valete

4hs1e StMltl1
Anne Smith joined Stover in 1994 and

quickly established herself as an

enterprising and enthusiastic member

of staff. Her strong desire to promote

the practical aspects of Geography by

making full use of the surrounding
area has meant that trips to the River

Bovey and Stover Country Park are

now well established within the Year

6 and 7 curriculum. She initiated the

annual 'pilgrimage' to Abergavenny

for GCSE fieldwork and it is now

something of a test to see who can
find the most brightly coloured

rubber gloves, which are a vital piece
of equipment for the river study!

Perhaps her most exciting and

adventurous undertaking was the
eco-tourism trip to Costa Rica at the

end of 2003 - pony trekking across

rivers, mountains and through the
jungle, zip-sliding above the rain

forest canopy and soaking in the hot

springs of the Arena' volcano were
particular highlights and all those

who accompanied her will have

enduring memories of their time in

Central America.

Anne has certainly inspired many

with a love of Geography and a desire

to continue their studies beyond

school . A dedicated and well-
respected member of the Senior

Common Room, she is a consummate

professional and will be sadly missed

by all who have worked with her over

the years. However, we send her and

her husband, Tony, all good wishes for

their new challenges in

Cambridgeshire .
Melian Kearney

Sarah Farleigh
Mrs Farleigh made her decision to

leave after the birth of her first baby,

Isabella . Her creativity, energy and

enthusiasm will be sorely missed but

her legacy remains within the music

department and with the many

students who have benefited hugely
from her talent and teaching skill and

the sincere and genuine relationships

she built with them . We are fortunate

that she will continue to teach singing

and nurture some of the budding

National Youth Choir talent and
possibly X-Factor talent we have in our

midst!

4lex Goodall
What a great sport! Loved and well-

respected by the girls, Alex Goodall
has made a lasting impression on the

development of girls' sport at Stover.

She was an excellent foil for Teresa
Craven, Head of the department, and

exuded energy and enthusiasm in all

winds and weathers. With a keen
sense of humour, Alex was a huge

source of entertainment for students

who always laughed with her.
She leaves in search of a greater

challenge which may involve extreme

sports. Our fond wishes go with her
for an exciting future career .

Sue Nuttall
The Junior Boarding House loses Miss

Nuttall to an independent school in

Surrey. They have gained not only a

new House Mistress but a fully

qualified English teacher. Sue worked

hard in both her official employment

at Stover and in her leisure time when

she studied an Open University PGCE

course and graduated this year having

been passed with flying colours by Mr

Chris Woodhead, ex-Education

Minister, no less . Her tremendous

personal and professional challenge

has now been completed and we wish

her many more successes in her new

position and much happiness in the

future . The Junior Boarding students

are very thankful for her kindness and

care for their pastoral needs and the

time and energy she spent organizing

on-site and off-site activities to enrich

the life of the boarders. Year 8 would

also like to thank her for teaching

them English, bringing lots of

inspiration especially to debating in

role as pirates!

Judy Millward-Goodreds
Ever since the day I got the news that

I was selected to Stover School on a

year's scholarship, I could not stop

myself thinking about the people

with whom I would be living . Most

of the time I was thinking about my

housemistress, as I understood that

she would be the person with the

pastoral and maternal responsibility

for me and all the other girls as well.

So, when I arrived at Stover, Miss M-

G was the one who met me with a

friendly smile and offered help with

my heavy luggage.
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Valete

I liked her from the very beginning

as she was kind and ready to help any

time of the day or night. She

supported me in my new activities.

However, sometimes she did not

behave as a mother with us at all . All

the girls considered her as a friend

because she made us laugh a lot . For

me, her Midlands accent was very

unusual . On top of that, she would

perform a piece from a movie or

television soap ; she was the built-in

entertainment and comedy act at

Stover.

I always saw Miss M-G as a peace

maker. She was able to solve any

problem and would encourage us to

avoid any problematic situation by

seeing the positive side of it.

She has an ability to understand

everybody's problem and was a great

friend to each of us, no matter the
nationality or the background you

came from .

On the day of our first charity

activity - when Miss M-G was dressed

as a naughty little school girl – it

became clear that she was not afraid

of having fun, however silly she

might look to others!

Even though she was little in height

she had a big heart, soul and, of

course, personality. The girls miss her

and will never forget her. We are all

grateful for everything that she did for

us and we wish her luck and all the

best in her new job in Cyprus . We are

sure she's doing just fine!

Mina Postolachi, Senior Boarder

Ms M-G joined the Stover team in
2003, the life and soul of the party

and as such, organized, designed and

co-ordinated the Stover Summer Ball
for two years much to everybody's

appreciation and delight . Our
grateful thanks (and envy of your

new life in the sun) - enjoy, Judi!

Lisa Boorman
Lisa Boorman is leaving us after a year

– but what an impact she has had! A

whirlwind arrived in September 2004
and soon brought the Mathematics

department up to date with National

Strategies and a wealth of previously
unseen resources . Her energy and

enthusiasm were addictive and saw a

reinforcement of the positive attitude
to Mathematics within the school.

She heightened the whole school's

awareness of achievements within

Mathematics - National Number Day

saw the whole school getting involved

in Maths related activities from Maths

poems in English to the "Who wants

to be a Mathionnaire?" competition

for years 7 Et 8 . Her no-nonsense and

thoroughly dedicated approach

endeared her to the girls and staff and

we were very sad to say goodbye.

Lisa was also a dedicated member of

the Curriculum Development Committee

and her input on Target Setting is one

of her many legacies she leaves us. A

lady with many strings to her bow –

scuba-diving was very popular and her

love of rugby and skiing were also of

benefit to the school.

Lisa was a very supportive head of

department who knew how important

a large supply of chocolate was to her

colleagues! She leaves Stover to head

the Mathematics department at

KEVICC. We wish her every success

for the future.

	

Mrs S Barnes

Breast Cancer Charity
Late afternoon and we all began filing into the Jubilee Hall . Mr Shaw stood at the front of the hall unaware of the
reality of the event that was about to commence . He was fantastic for having his hair dyed bright pink for Breast
Cancer Charity ; other teachers may have backed out or been humiliated but Mr Shaw was not, or he did not show it . Of
course, the new fashion trend for our Science teacher did not last long as it was removed over night but it was great
fun at the time, and I still have the photos to remind him!

Hannah Gower Yr8

Stover School Magazine 2004—2005



Speech Day - 22nd October 2004

Head Girl's Speech - Claire Ryan
Good afternoon Ms Sturt, Governors,
Parents, Guests, Staff and fellow
pupils	 You know those cheap cards,
which you can buy that have helpful little
mottos and profound thoughts on them,
well most of them are incredibly
embarrassing aren't they? But the other day
I picked one of those cards up in Clintons
and inscribed were the words "Believe in
yourself and your dreams and remember
that everything is possible." Well I thought
that this message was very true . What I am
going to talk about this afternoon really
applies to those of us still on our
educational journey with all our dreams
spread out in front of us and just needing to
find the magic to make them come true.

There are many things that help us to realize
our dreams and for all pupils and ex-pupils
here the main factor is the support from
Stover. Stover helps to nurture its pupils
towards their aims and goals and it
encourages all of our dreams . I am sure that
many of you are or have been, like myself,
Harry Potter fans. Well, while I was thinking
about dreams the thought came to me that
our school is rather like the Hogwarts Express
carrying us from Platform 91. at Kings Cross
Station towards our dreams. The journey on
the train prepares Harry for the adventures
ahead at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and
Wizardry, though for us mere Muggles, the
journey through Stover prepares us for life
and we acquire the 'magic' that will help us
make our dreams come true.

The first carriage on this magic train is the
creation of friendships, though not just
friends with our peers but also with the
staff. There is a saying that Stover creates
friends for life and this is true . Friends are
always there for you in the good times and
the bad and they are the ones who give you
the support when you are in pursuit of your
dream ; I mean, where would Harry be
without Hermione and Ron?

The second carriage on this train is the
building up of confidence and courage . In
my case the courage and confidence Stover
has given me is born out by my pleasure in
standing here and talking to you today. We
need courage and confidence to make the
most of the opportunities and deal with
whatever problems life presents us.

The third carriage along this train is
dedication. Dedication is vital to realise ones
dream. Striving for dreams requires real
effort and commitment . Pupils at Hogwarts
don't just get what they want by waving a
wand, they spend hours learning the various
potions and spells as well as having to suffer
the tyranny of Professor Snape, although I
hasten to add that we don't have any
Professor Snapes here . Along with
dedication there is strong iron will, which
can be seen in past pupil Debra Veal . It was

always Debra's dream to row across the
Atlantic and I know through my sister, who
knew her well, just how many dedicated
months of planning, training and preparation
went into achieving that dream, however the
iron will was required when she encountered
huge problems early in the crossing.
Certainly she was helped by the countless e-
mails sent to her by her friends through the
'magic' of satellite communication.

The fourth carriage is awareness for others . In
achieving his 'magic' at Hogwarts, Harry never
forgets his responsibility to his friends and staff
and when we start at school we learn to be
aware of the people around us as well as
helping others. During the school year there
are House events, which raise money for local
or national charities ; our school also sponsors
the education of a boy in Southern India . This
quality can be seen in past Head Girl Polly
Vacher. Polly wanted to raise money for her
charity 'Flying Scholarships for the Disabled'
and she achieved this by fulfilling her dream to
fly around the world solo. It was her desire to
help others that spurred her on to achieve her
goal, she has a motto and that is 'there is only
one-way to true happiness and that is by
helping others' Helping others gives us all great
satisfaction and it is important not to think of
number one the whole time and sometimes we
achieve our dreams by helping others.

So- this magic train is powering us towards
our futures. Debra and Polly are just two of
the past pupils that have used the carriages
to obtain their dreams.

I have been at Stover since year 6 and along
with the rest of year 13, we have learnt as
much as we can about the 'magic' available
to us in life being carried on our journey by
these sets of carriages. We are now about
to embark on a new journey as we go the
next step to University or College, so our
goals becomes closer. I think that it will be
interesting in 10 years time to see what
stage we are in our lives and how many
dreams have come true by then.

At this point I would like to say a huge
thank you to the staff at Stover. It is
important to remember that help is available
at all times if we know where to look . The
staff here are always nudging and guiding
us as long as we are ready to accept that
they want the best for us . Without their
support, following our dreams would be
considerably more taxing!

But we mustn't forget those who helped us
onto the train, we need to remember that all
our hard work and effort is in most cases
only a miniature reflection of our parents'
input as they have to be taxi drivers,
personal trainers, experts in all subjects and
supportive in order for us to achieve our
best . I would like to take this opportunity to
thank my parents who have stayed by me
and encouraged me to fulfil my dream of

becoming a musician ; . . . . thank you! So
when you are feeling stroppy, resentful and
misunderstood remember the love, support
and help that you have from home.

So far I have talked about all the positive
input that will help us achieve our goals, our
summits, our dreams - however we want to
think of it but there is one thing that we
must all avoid if we are going to reach
them . I will tell you a story, which conveys
this ; see if you can work it out.

There was once a group of frogs that
arranged a running competition. The goal
was to reach the top of a very steep hill . A
large crowd gathered to watch the race and
cheer on the contestants . The race began.
No one in the crowd believed that any of
them could reach the top of the hill and
there were comments such as : 'No way, it is
too difficult, you'll will never make it to the
top: 'You haven't a chance that you'll will
succeed, the hill is too high : or 'you're not
fit enough' As the race continued more
frogs became tired and gave up . . . but one
continued, climbing higher and higher and
he would not give up, because for as long as
he could remember it had always been his
dream to climb the hill . At the end all the
other frogs had dropped with the crowd
shouting, 'I told you so : as they limped back
down the hill except the one tiny frog that
would not give up, and eventually he
reached the top . All the other frogs were
amazed how this particular tiny frog had the
strength and determination to climb the hill
and succeed . . . It turned out that the winner
was . . . stone deaf.

Well, the moral of this story is . . . . Never
listen to other peoples' tendencies to be
negative or pessimistic because they might
take away your most wonderful dreams and
wishes, the ones you have deep in your
heart . Like I said at the beginning . . . believe
in yourself. . . always be positive . . . and above
all be deaf when people tell you that you
cannot fulfil your dreams!

To end I would like to leave you with one
last message . Have an idea - be passionate
about it. Everything is possible if you are
determined, focused and prepared to work
really hard for it and always think - I can do
this!
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Speech Day Awards October 2004

SPEECH DAY - FRIDAY OCTOBER 22ND 2004

Prizes presented by Ms Sturt, Governor of HM Prison, Dartmoor

SPORT AWARDS

Junior Sports
Girl 2004 Amy Wyatt-Haines

MAJOR ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS Nicole Foulkes
Emma Harwood
Caroline Hickey
Rhiannon Main
Charlotte Newman

MINOR ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS Lucinda Batchelor
Anne Berry
Jennifer Eales
Laura Harwood (ft Art)
Imogen Holmes (Et Music)
Claire Kirkman

Bethan Lockett
Catherine Love

Laura Tonge

Sophie Walke

ACADEMIC ENTRANCE PRIZES

	

Alice Blower
Jessica Briggs
Annabelle Dodson
Vanessa Waldron

SJPS
Year 10
SJPS
SJPS
Year 8

Mount House School
SJPS
SJPS
Year 8
SJPS
Uplands School,
Dorset
Year 8
St.Nicholas School,
Hampshire
Brixham Community
College
Year 9

SJPS
St.Dunstan's Abbey
St.Dunstan's Abbey
Year 11

	

Senior Sports

	

Harriet Hamilton

	

Girls 2004

	

Lisa Whitney

The Prize for
Outdoor Pursuits Katie Hildred

Jameson Cup
Support for
School Games

	

Rebecca Stark

SCHOOL AWARDS

The Jorgensen
Prize for English Catriona Fallow

Connell/Sandhurst
Cup Service to
the School

	

Angel Lai

Newman Millenium
Award

	

Phillipa Scott

MAJOR MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP

	

Laura Baker

	

Year 11

MINOR ART AWARD

	

Jasmine Holmes

	

Year 10
Victoria Jarrad

	

Year 9

MAJOR SPORT SCHOLARSHIP

	

Megan Higginson

	

SJPS
Victoria Stark

	

Year 8

MINOR SPORT SCHOLARSHIP

	

Harriet Sansom

	

SIPS
Lucy Theobald

	

Year 8

SPORT ENTRANCE PRIZE

	

Victoria Payne

	

SJPS

Pupils who have progressed from Minor to Major Academic Scholarships
Grace Cameron

	

Year 7
Chloe Collins

	

Year 10

	

Head Girl's Prize

	

Georgina

	

for 2003/2004

	

Barraclough

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

Abbey Printers
Junior Art Prize Sophie Ashby

Abbey Printers
Senior Art Prize

	

Florence Bennett

The girls at Stover have achieved a
range of academic and musical

successes

YEAR 6
Achievement Prizes Alice James

Emily Simpson
Progress Prizes

	

Grace Cameron
Evette Slinger
Fabrianne Rogers
Alicia Thew

YEAR 7
Achievement Prizes Grace Blower

Kelly Drummond
Chloe Flain
Georgia Green
Laura Harwood
Gemma Hicks
Charlotte Newman
Hannah Nicolson

Progress Prizes

	

Tamsin Cardale
Anna Fry
Bethan Lockett
Saskia Rogers
Lucy Saad

ACHIEVEMENT a PROGRESS PRIZES

YEAR 8
Achievement Prizes Daisy Brown

Alice Cantell-Hynes
Megan Holmes
Eleni Katsis
Imogen Middleton

Progress Prizes

	

Queenie Choi
Olivia Hamilton
Victoria Jarrad
Sarah Ruscoe

YEAR 9
Achievement Prizes Sarah Buxton

Chloe Collins
Tabitha Cottrell
Hermione

Williams-Copp
Progress Prizes

	

Kiri Chui
Kelly Lui
Verna Mak
Tamasine

Simpson-Sayers

YEAR 10
Achievement Prizes Emma Kearney

Kate Kelsall
Cherri Ng
Ema Pop
Yasmin Saad
Bethany Salmon
Ottilia Tsoi
Lucy Webber
Emma Wyatt-Haines

Progress Prizes

	

Charlotte Briscoe
Emily Ettridge
Alice Hamilton
Gabriella Paley
Christina Warn
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Speech Day Awards October 2004

A LEVEL AND AS LEVEL AWARDS

	

JUNIOR MATHEMATICAL CHALLENGE

Sara Akhtar

	

French, ICT, Psychology

AS Level History

Georgina
Barraclough

	

Biology, Geography, PE

AS Level Psychology
Florence Bennett Art Grade A,

English Grade A,
Music Grade A
The Prize for Art
The Prize for English

Emily

	

Art, AS Level Business
Carrington-

	

Studies, Media Studies,
Wood

	

Psychology
Gemini Chan

	

Art, Chinese, Media
AS Level Statistics

Samantha Child Art Grade A, Business
Studies, Media Studies
AS Level English

Shelly Feng

	

Business Studies,
Chinese, Physics, Pure
Mathematics Grade A,
Statistics Grade A
The Prize for
Mathematics

Helena Forster Geography Grade A,
ICT, Psychology, AS
Level Business Studies
The Prize for Geography

Harriet Hamilton Biology Grade A,
Geography Grade A,
PE Grade A, AS Level
History, The Prize for
Biology, The Prize for
Geography

Polly He

	

Chinese Grade A,
Chemistry, Physics,
Pure Mathematics
Grade A, AS Level
Statistics Grade A,
The Prize for
Mathematics

Emily Hodge

	

Biology, Chemistry,
Psychology, AS Level
Home Economics

Marie Kawase

	

ICT, Japanese Grade A,
Mathematics, AS Level
Business Studies,
Chemistry, The Prize
for English as a
Foreign Language

Mizuki Konno

	

Chemistry Grade A,
Japanese Grade A,
Physics, Pure
Mathematics Grade A,
AS Level Biology,
The Prize for Chemistry

Angel Lai

	

Chemistry, Chinese,
AS Level Home
Economics, Statistics,
The Prize for English as
a Foreign Language

Clara Lau

	

Art, Chemistry,
Chinese, Music, AS
Level Mathematics

Regine Lau

	

Chemistry, Chinese,
Pure Mathematics
Grade A, Statistics

Janis Li

	

Chinese Grade A,
Chemistry,
Mathematics Grade A,
Physics, AS Level Biology

Sophie Lyons

	

Art, History, Media
Studies, AS Level
Business Studies

Francesca

	

AS Level Media Studies
McNeill

	

City and Guilds
Certificate in
Professional Cookery

Joanne Ng

	

Chemistry, Chinese,
Mathematics, Physics

Lucy Nicholls

	

Business Studies,
Geography, Home
Economics, City and
Guilds Certificate in
Professional Cookery
The Prize for Home
Economics

Natasha Oates

	

Biology, Chemistry,
Geography Grade A,
Mathematics Grade A
The Prize for Geography

Emily Poon Art, Chinese,
Mathematics,
Media Studies

Philippa Scott

	

Art, ICT, Media Studies,
City and Guilds
Certificate in
Professional Cookery

Wylie Shek

	

Chemistry, Chinese,
Physics, Pure
Mathematics Grade A,
AS Level Statistics
Grade A, The Prize for
Mathematics

Rebecca Stark

	

Biology, Geography
Grade A, PE

Katie Webber

	

English Grade A,
French,
Geography Grade A,
History Grade A,
The Prize for English
The Prize for Geography

Lisa Whitney

	

Biology, PE Grade A,
Psychology,
AS Level History,
Critical Thinking

Iris Yan

	

Chemistry, Chinese,
Mathematics Grade A,
Music, AS Level Physics,
The Prize for English as
a Foreign Language

1U2

Silver Certificate

	

Alice Cantell-Hynes
Georgia Green

Bronze Certificate Kelly Drummond
Gemma Hicks
Nikita Higginson
Imogen Middleton
Samantha Tilley

Silver Certificate

	

Emily Emmott
Vanessa Waldron
Hermione

Williams-Copp

Bronze Certificate Catherine Tsang
Gabriella Stanbury
Ottilia Tsoi
Yasmin Saad
Ema Pop
Emma Wyatt-Haines

SENIOR MATHEMATICAL CHALLENGE

Polly He

Shelly Feng

Iris Yan
Wendy Luk
Natasha Oates
Jane Muir
Mizuki Konno
Natalie Fung

Grade 7
Grade 7
Grade 6
Grade 7
Grade 7
Bronze
medallion Distinction
Grade 3 Honours
Grade 4
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 4
Grade 4

Pass

Solo/Duologue Acting

Hannah Bennett Grade 5 Honours
Megan Holmes Grade 5 Honours
Sophie Stocks

	

Grade 5

	

Honours
Lucy Theobald

	

Grade 5 Honours
Jessica Wass

	

Grade 7 Honours

INTERMEDIATE
MATHEMATICAL CHALLENGE

Gold Certificate

	

Keishia Taylor

THE LONDON ACADEMY OF
MUSIC AND DRAMATIC ART

The Speaking of Verse and Prose

THE ROYAL ACADEMY OF DANCE

Jessica Wass

	

Grade 7

	

Merit
Classical
Ballet

Gold Certificate

Silver Certificate

Bronze Certificate

Gemma Bishop
Kendelle Cooke
Deborah Hosford
Sara Jane Lee
Rachel Marsh
Caitlin Theobald

Distinction
Honours
Distinction
Honours
Honours

Jenna Brittan
Rosie Buxton
Deborah Haarer
Eleanor Hendy
Fabrianne Rogers
Lucy Saad
Charlotte

Wakefield-Hicks Grade 4

Honours
Honours
Honours
Honours
Distinction
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Speech Day Awards October 2004

CERTIFICATES AWARDED BY THE ASSOCIATED BOARD
OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC

Laura Baker Singing Grade 7 Merit
Phyllis Ho Piano Grade 5 Merit
Clara Lau Piano Grade 8 Pass
Rachel Marsh Singing Grade 6 Distinction
Alexia Mills Singing Grade 6 Distinction

Theory of Music Grade 5 Pass
Siobhan Mullins Theory of Music Grade 5 Pass
Hannah Nicolson Flute Grade 5 Distinction

Singing Grade 5 Pass
Laura Nicolson Singing Grade 6 Merit

Theory of Music Grade 5 Pass
January Roberts Singing Grade 5 Merit
Anna Taylor Oboe Grade 5 Merit
Christina Warn Theory of Music Grade 5 Merit

Singing Grade 6 Distinction
Jessica Wass Singing Grade 6 Distinction
Ada Yiu Theory of Music Grade 5 Pass
Laura Baker Piano Grade 4 Pass
Charlotte Brown Clarinet Grade 3 Pass
Daisy Brown Violin Grade 1 Pass
Rosie Buxton Alto Saxophone Grade 1 Pass
Grace Cameron Singing Grade 1 Pass
Roseanna Cardale Tenor Saxophone Grade 3 Pass
Tamsin Cardale Singing Grade 1 Merit

Trumpet Grade 2 Pass
Alicia Caunter Piano Grade 3 Pass
Katherine Coby Singing Grade 4 Pass
Chloe Collins Clarinet Grade 4 Pass
Nicole Foulkes Cello Grade 2 Merit
Corrine Goble Singing Grade 1 Pass
Georgia Green Piano Grade 4 Pass
Laura Harwood Singing Grade 1 Merit
Isabelle Hayes Alto Saxophone Grade 3 Pass
Phyllis Ho Singing Grade 3 Merit
Megan Holmes Singing Grade 3 Merit

Singing Grade 4 Pass
Deborah Hosford Singing Grade 2 Pass
Lucy James Singing Grade 2 Pass
Sara Jane Lee Singing Grade 3 Pass
Natalie Lees Violin Grade 1 Pass
Janis Li Flute Grade 3 Merit
Sophie Mendoza Flute Grade 4 Pass
Imogen Middleton Piano Grade 2 Merit
Alexia Mills Piano Grade 3 Merit
Hannah Nicolson Piano Grade 3 Merit
Charlotte Oldman Cello Grade 4 Merit
Gabriella Paley Singing Grade 1 Pass
Rose Perry Alto Saxophone Grade 2 Merit
January Roberts Singing Grade 4 Pass
Bethany Salmon Singing Grade 3 Pass
Sophie Stocks Singing Grade 1 Distinction
Samantha Tilley Violin Grade 2 Pass

MUSIC AWARDS

Florence Bennett

Clara Lau

Hannah Nicolson

Claire Ryan

AWARDS FOR ENGLISH
AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

KEY ENGLISH TEST (KET)
Kiri Chui

	

Pass with Merit
Kori Chui

	

Pass with Merit
Sandy Hon

	

Pass with Merit
Kelly Lui

	

Pass with Merit
Verna Mak

	

Pass with Merit
Ada Yiu

	

Pass with Merit
Karen YunPass

PRELIMINARY ENGLISH TEST (PET)
Joey Chu

	

Pass
May Fong

	

Pass with Merit
Natalie Fung

	

Pass with Merit
Emily Ho

	

Pass with Merit
Venus Lau

	

Pass
Wendy Lee

	

Pass
Kellary Leung

	

Pass
Cherri Ng

	

Pass with Merit
Josephine Ng

	

Pass with Merit
Harriet So

	

Pass
Ottilia Tsoi

	

Pass with Merit
Maggie Yam

	

Pass
Natalie Yip

	

Pass with Merit
Jennifer YuPass

INTERNATIONAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE
TESTING SYSTEM
Klara Chmelova
Kaisa Lillemets
Iris Yan
Janis Li
Angel Lai
Mizuki Konno
Marie Kawase
Polly He
Wylie Shek
Emily Poon
Clara Lau
Regine Lau
Joanne Ng
Gemini Chan

1932

Wendy Insole Cup for Singing

Sarah Bruce Cup for Service to School Music

Bairstow Cup for the pupil
with the highest Associated Board result

Redstone Cup for Junior Instrumental Progress

Patricia Cardale Cup
for Instrumental Achievement

Laura Baker
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Examinations Results 2005

Once more unto the breach, dear friends . ..!
Once more the pass rate rises!

It is a pleasure to report that our public examination
results were outstanding and many girls exceeded their
expectations. At A level our overall pass rate for 2005 was
97% and our pass rate for A-C grades increased by an
impressive 6 .3% from 2004. We maintained our excellent
record of A and B grades . For the third consecutive year
Stover pupils achieved Top Candidate Awards.
Congratulations go to Natalie Fung and Kellary Leung who
were in the top 5 across the country in AQA Pure
Mathematics and in light of this award we have been
included in the Good Schools Guide for an outstanding
result in Pure Mathematics at A Level .

At GCSE the percentage of girls gaining five or more
grades A' to C is 92% . The number of pupils achieving A'
and A grade increased by an exceptional 15 .7% from 2004.
Stover is a broad access school and achieving results of
such a high calibre is one of the great strengths of the
School.

Special Mentions
There were notable individual performers, Emma Wyatt-
Haines achieved 10 A' grades and one A, Alexia Mills
achieved ten A' grades and Lucy Webber achieved nine
A' grades and one A grade . Well done to all these girls.

Sct'io far3.
Loch
g o
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End of Term Awards 2004
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Boarding Report : 2004-5

Yet another excellent year in
boarding began with the return of
some familiar faces and the arrival
of some new friends . Senior
boarding welcomed Alina and
Lucia who were joining us for a
year as part of the HMC Eastern
European project, whilst Jana,
Mareike and Josephine arrived for
one term from Germany. As
always, there were many new girls
across the age range although I
think our youngest boarder ever is
Phoebe Thompson, aged 7 years.
Phoebe settled in to life in
boarding quickly and has become
a very popular member of the
Junior House . One well-known
face to return in September was
Angel Lai, although this time it
was on the other side of the fence
- as a gap student for one term.
It was lovely to have Angel back
for a term and we wish her well in
her future endeavours . I have a
sneaking feeling we shall see her
back again from time to time! We
also had to say a very sad farewell
to Liz Barrett-Cheetham as her
gap year came to a close in
December. Liz was popular
throughout the school with both
students and staff - her happy

smile and efficient, calm manner
ensured her place as one of the
best 'gappies' we've had for a long
time. Good luck, Liz!

As always, there has been a varied
and fun-packed programme of
activities for boarders at the
weekend . The girls were able to
participate in sessions in school
where they learned to make their
own Christmas cards, belly
dancing, make-up tips and a host
of other crafts. As Christmas
approached, we all enjoyed a great
day out in Exeter with some gift
shopping in the morning followed
by the Christingle service in the
cathedral . It was lovely to see so
many of the girls walk round the
cathedral with their lighted
candles. In the Spring Term we
went to see Cinderella in
Plymouth - a magical evening!
The Summer Term brings the
pressure of examinations which is
hopefully partly relieved by De-
Stress Specials of Hot Chocolate
and Ice-Cream Surprises. Also,
this year, there is a very special
trip to look forward to . The End
of Term trip is going to London
and several day girls and staff are

joining us for what will hopefully

be a memorable, if tiring day. The
coach will be leaving at 4 .30am
and will pack in shopping in
Covent Garden, lunch on a River
Boat, the London Eye and a West

End Show - 'Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang'. We should finally return to
school, tired but happy,

approximately 24 hours later!

Each Summer Term is bitter-sweet

for most - the prospect of the
long holiday to recover from
exams mixed with saying goodbye

to old friends . This year sees the
departure not just of girls going
on to university or gap years but
also two members of staff. Miss

Judi Millward-Goodreds (Miss M-
G) is leaving these shores for the
sun of Cyprus and I wish her lots

of luck in her new adventure . I
am also leaving although my

destination is not quite as exotic.
I will be taking up a new post at a
school in Surrey and am looking

forward to this new challenge
with a mixture of excitement and
trepidation . Good luck to all girls

and staff who are leaving Stover
for pastures new!

Miss Sue Nuttall



A Gap's Eye View
When I first started at Stover

All those months ago
I'd no idea what was in store
How could I possibly know?

And what of the wonderful students
The ones I was sent here to help

How lovely and kind they were to me
They took me quite out of my self

But when I landed at Stover
How welcoming everyone was

I had my own room and belongings
Was warm and away from the frost

And all the adventures and travel
I had with my colleagues and friends
How often I found myself thinking

This gap year I hope never ends

At least till I started my first task
My very first gap student chore

To brave the foul weather each morning
With two pints of milk to the headmaster's door

But now that it's time to be leaving
I know that I'm going to be sad

And I'll miss all the wonderful people
Who've been part of the good times I've had

And it only got better and better
Play ground duty was next

Till someone took pity upon me
Perhaps I was looking too vexed

And when I get back to Australia
With its harsh summer sun and the drought

I'll think of the green lawns of Stover
With memories fond, there's no doubt.

And the food that they all piled upon me
The potatoes and puddings and cream

And the jams and the tarts and the custard
How they would all broaden my beam

Liz Barrett-Cheetham
Gap Student 2004



House Reports

Lizzie House continues to grow from

strength to strength . I must admit to
some bias, as not only have I had the
honour of being House Captain, but I

also bear the same name . I hope that
was not the only reason I was selected

for the job!

We were delighted with our move from

the Dining Room to the Chamber Hall;
the more intimate space immediately
made us feel really united and we were

treated to a number of entertaining and
thought-provoking assemblies, freed

from background clatter.

House spirit was high and some girls
achieved a spectacular number of

points for effort, attainment and
helpfulness, notably Hannah Gower
and Olivia Morton . Hannah won the

Elizabeth Points Cup at the end of the
Autumn and Spring terms but it was
wrested from her by Olivia in the

Summer. However we do all recognise
that points are easier to come by in

the junior years and many of our
seniors put in superlative effort.
One of the highlights of the year was

Lizzie's success in the Inter-House

Cross Country, where we swept the

field . Stamina and determination were
much in evidence! Our Gym and Dance
team also triumphed and we are very

grateful to everyone who helped to
inspire them ; Emma Wyatt-Haines was

tireless in her support for the various
routines and many others encouraged
and offered great ideas.

We all thoroughly enjoyed the day

preparing our James Bond theme
songs : "You Only Live Twice" and
"Goldfinger" for the House Music

Competition, and although the
glittering prize was not destined for
the Lizzie shelf it was certainly a case

of pleasure in participation.

The House was most ably represented in
the Public Speaking by Alina Postolachi,

Emma Wyatt-Haines and Sarah Kirkman
for the Seniors and Catherine Gower,
Hannah Gower and Claire Kirkman for

the Juniors . This can be a very daunting
experience and we all admire those who

are prepared to put themselves on the
line ; it takes a lot of nerve and

preparation . Thank you, Brave Ladies!

We should be proud of our fund

raising activities for charities and in

particular the very successful Table

Top sale in aid of The Dame Hannah
Roger's School . Our Guardian Angel's

week was great fun and most of us
managed to keep the secret of our

"mortals – names to ourselves,

although, inevitably there were one or
two 'blab' mouths!

There were some really inventive
gestures of kindness and hand-made

gifts, although poor Mrs. Heard did
look rather alarmed as registers filled

with cards and became a postal
service ; she was very patient.

Finally, Sport's Day ; well, it certainly
had a staggered start but it was a very

good day. Congratulations to Amy
Wyatt-Haines for her double triumphs,
to Tabitha Cottrell, Jasmine Holmes,

Monique Pattrick and Alice O'Rourke
for great performances and to every

single member of the House who took
part. You all gave your all and this is
what Lizzie is about. It is a great

House - the best - and I would like to
say thank you to all the girls in the

House for a tremendous year and
Good Luck to Vicky Heard next year!

Lizzie Baker

Head of Elizabeth House
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House Reports

Mary &OUSC Report

In previous years, from my vantage point back at
the corner of the entrance hall during House
Assembly, I've watched the Head of House
fumble with housepoint sheets and battle their
way nobly through inspirational pep-talks while
all the while looking as though they desperately
wished to be once again at the back of the hall.
To all these previous heads I say : I feel your pain.
The prospect of leading and organising countless
numbers of girls into sports teams, etc, which I
knew nothing about was more than a little
daunting ; what's a third post? Why do we
simply have to have a competitor in each event?
And how on earth could I ask a poor
unsuspecting year 7 to spend a rainy day running
through mud for cross-country given my athletic
prowess? Impossible! Or so I thought. . ..

I am pleased and proud to say that with the
willing help and enthusiasm of all the members

of Mary House and the tireless efforts of
various members of staff this year was, if you'll
pardon the expression, a stonking success.

Victories such as public speaking in which our
junior team of Megan Holmes, Sophie Walke
and Anna Katsis performed brilliantly coming
second (next year guys, next year . . .) and our
senior team of myself, and first time
competitors Sara-Jane Lee and Chloe Collins
won for the second year in a row. What can I
say? We Marys like to talk . The Inter-house
Performing Arts competition was thoroughly
enjoyed by all, particularly by Misters Dunbar
and Baillie both sporting dashing James Bond
DJs (any excuse to dress up, eh gentlemen?).
Not least of Mary House's victories was our
continuing death grip on the House Cup
winning it every term without fail, thanks to
the efforts of all the house. Ah, and sports,
always an interesting challenge in years gone
by. However, this year in my opinion we Marys
held our own in hockey, gym and cross-country
and again winning inter-house netball . Well
done and thank you to all our competitors.

At this point it is only fitting to say a special
thanks and farewell to Miss Goodall, without
whose efforts I'm sure the results would not be
so positive. Miss Goodall, thank you and good
luck from all of Mary House.
As always, thanks to certain individuals. Mary
House supported several charities . Year 7,
under the exceptional organisational skills of

Emily Simpson and Evette Slinger, ran a stall
selling bright Latin American gifts in November
of this academic year to raise money for The
Toybox Charity helping to save street children
in Guatemala . They raised an impressive £450 -
well done girls, a brilliant result for a worthy
cause. Another mention must go to Katherine
Hardwick, Zoe Wrigley and Jenny Pomeroy for
raising money for both UNICEF and Children in
Need.

Throughout the year Mary House has enjoyed
victories and suffered losses (though far more
of the former if truth be told) and seen
impressive individual performances on the
pitch, in the classroom or at the front of the
assembly hall where more and more girls are
beginning to give their own entertaining and
engaging house assemblies. But throughout all
this one thing remained constant - house
spirit. I am a firm believer in supporting house
events and at each event it is genuinely heart-
warming to hear the Mary cheers sounding
loudest and the hearty congratulations or
commiserations that the girls bestow upon
each other. Mary House is undoubtedly a team,
not bound by age or skill and we work
together. So it seems only fitting to conclude
by both congratulating and thanking all of
Mary House. You've all made my first year as
Head of House easier and more enjoyable . I'm
proud to return again as Head of House next
year. So if I may end on a phrase you may all
have heard me use at one time or another:
You guys rock the Kasbah!

Cot Follows

Head of Mary House

Victoria &OUSC Report"
Victoria House started the year by
welcoming many promising new
members ; from the enthusiastic year six
who have earned huge numbers of house
points, to some very promising looking athletes
in the middle years of the school . The term
was soon under way with some inspirational
house assemblies from both staff and pupils,
not forgetting our trusty house leader, Ronnie
Tierney, who has been a true Stoverite and
Victorian since her arrival from Essex many
moons ago . Ronnie's main message, 'be
yourself and have confidence', obviously struck
a chord as- Victoria House began to turn to
winning ways.

We carried away the Junior Public Speaking
Cup and put in a fantastic performance in the
Senior section, just to be pipped by a strong
Mary team . We came second in the netball,
crosscountry and hockey and won the House
singing competition, where that confidence
and belief really grew during the day's
rehearsal . The final performance of Diamonds

ore Forever was sung with great gusto by every

single member of the House! The gymnastics
competition was a close fought battle, and,
although we didn't win it, there were some
notable performances. Well done! We didn't
win the House Cup and I feel that this was
mostly down to the few people who still don't
do their best . Minus house points do matter
and it's high time the miscreants realised how
much they are letting down the vast majority
of hard working Victorians . . . so come on!

And at last to the highlight of the year.
Victoria had not won the Athletics Cup for
eons and although we were hopeful, the
Elizabeth team were looking menacingly fit.
On the day, all Victorians made themselves
available and after we had broken just about
every blood vessel (spectators included), we
were able to hold that much coveted Cup aloft.
What a great end to the year!

Finally, we say goodbye to some of our
wonderful year 11 and year 13 and we
Victorians wish you all the very best in your
lives to come . Victoria House continues in the
very capable hands of Kim Fairbrother and I
know that she has an excellent team to help us
achieve yet more success next year.

Miss E Evans

Victoria House Leader
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Art £t Photography

This has been an exciting and innovative year for the Art
Department . The introduction of AS Level Photography has
proved to be a very exciting development . The course quickly
established itself and the students were producing some
wonderful images right from the start . The open evening on
Friday 17 June showcased their final exhibition and everyone who
saw it expressed their praise for the work on display.

Earlier the Exam moderator and the chief area moderator had
made a point of letting me and Mrs De Montjoie know how well
the girls had done ; all very gratifying.

The whole Millennium Block is now dedicated to creative and
media based subjects. Fine Art is downstairs and Photography
and Media Studies are upstairs . This will now offer the students
at Stover three subjects at A Level in this area.

We also look forward to having Claire Bennett join us as a part-
time teacher with responsibility for the lower school teaching
(years 6 - 9) . She is also working part-time at Teign School and
will be a valuable addition to the department.

Our London trip earlier in the year was great fun . We visited the
Tate Modern, two excellent photography exhibitions, as well as
managing to go round the National Gallery . We even had time to
do a bit of shopping in Covent Garden.

This year we also had the largest number ever, 28 taking GCSE
and again there was some superb work on display. The visiting
moderator voiced a lot of very positive comments and identified
some pupils as being outstanding and deserving top marks.

I would also like to thank some parents, without mentioning their
names, for their generosity. Two parents gave the department
money to buy more books . This was a wonderful gesture as we
need to constantly build our resources. Another two kindly gave
collections of publications they no longer needed . It's always
appreciated to have this sort of support and I hope this will
continue.

Gavin Dunbar
Head of Art and Photography
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English Report

All our own Work

GCSE English and English Literature together demand 5 pieces of

coursework of variable lengths with different assessment criteria . Work

featured here was assessed for writing skills showing clear understanding

of purpose and audience; an original writing task to describe and reflect

and a film review to review, analyse and comment . Both pieces, I think

you'll agree, engage and entertain the reader.

Barbados or Bickington?
Emily's Choice

Bickington is by no means a sleepy old
village but it is certainly not the centre of
modern culture, as we know it . The
church, which is in the middle of the
village, is the focal point of this remote
little place . If you are lucky enough to be
near there on a Sunday then you will find

no reason to throw your money away on
buying papers for the previous week as
you should be able to discover all the
latest news from women eager to discuss
topical world affairs and to either support
Tony Blair's latest movement or to advise
him on the running of the country.

I, unfortunately, do not live in this quaint
little village anymore although I
frequently visit my grandparents, great
grandmother and Great Aunt Rosemary.

There is a wider range of age groups now
living there but there are still few
advantaged children to enjoy the many
happy memories I have of skimming
stones in the river and wading across it at
its highest and of picking ripe, juicy
blackberries and gorgeously mouth
watering strawberries and raspberries
from kind Mrs Laskey's garden . The

majority of residents there are elderly
people whose families have moved away
so feel it is necessary to dote upon the
youngest people in the vicinity . When
their families do visit, however, the village
is well prepared for such an occasion as

the proud grandmother or grandfather
has been excitedly spreading the word of
their arrival weeks in advance.

It is almost impossible to walk down the
country lane without a beaming old lady's
head popping out from behind a wall,
brandishing a pair of secateurs and saying,
"Hello Emily dear, excellent year for roses.
Oh, by the way, you must ask your
grandmother for her Bramble Jelly recipe
– it tasted divine at the Flower Show."

I would obligingly scurry back to fetch
the recipe in question, being stopped on
my return journey by an old man

lounging in a deckchair reading the
morning newspaper:

"Emily! Long time no see! Ha ha ha! How
are you getting on at Stover? Please tell
your grandfather next time you see him
that I need a hand putting up those
shelves in the kitchen."

Another young family living in Bickington
is the McCabes. The second oldest of four,
Aimee, has been my best friend for as
long as I can remember . We would often
scamper around the village knowing that
we would eventually be asked into a kind-
hearted old lady's house for a biscuit and
a glass of orange squash and in return we
would show off our full baskets of
blackberries or our freshly caught

tadpoles. Then, of course, there was
Hallowe'en . We counted down the days
with a greedy excitement knowing that,
for another year, we would be the only
children visiting the surrounding houses.
Ella and Verity, our very youngest sisters,
waited at home, jostling each other at the
windows to catch the first glimpse of
their four sisters returning home after the
night's 'trick or treating: Aimee and I had
to take our other sisters with us but there
was no harm in that as there were bound
to be sweets enough for all . Aimee's older
sister, Henrietta, had far better things to
do than accompany three witches and a
cat around Bickington on Halloween
night . Off we would creep into the silent,
still night, jumping at every owl hoot and
shivering at every shadow illuminated on
the floor of the road by the dim lights in
house windows . Every house in the tiny
village was expecting us and we lapped
up the attention and admiration of our
costumes contentedly, stopping at last at
the house of Betty Andrews just across
the lane from us where we knew there
would be biscuits and chocolates galore.
We returned home half an hour later with
our cauldrons and stomachs brimming
with sweetness.

Good news travels fast in Bickington . I
don't know whether it is the gossiping
over the garden fences, the weekly WI
meetings or the regular Flower Show
Committee meetings, but I remember
when my aunt and uncle's engagement
was announced everyone popped around
to offer their congratulations . After the
actual wedding in the little village church
the entire population of Bickington was
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invited to the reception in our garden,
where Natasha and I enjoyed showing off
our bridesmaid's dresses.

Another occasion that I could never
forget is the Christmas Eve party held at
my grandmother's and grandfather's old

Victorian house . Still, to this very day, I
look forward to it. There is the excitement
that starts about a month before
Christmas when my grandfather, who is

something of a whiz on the computer,
prints off pages of ornate invitations . It is
a family affair and we all sit around the
large dining room table writing the names
on the front of the envelopes in our
neatest handwriting. Woe betide anyone
who smudges or misspells a name! After
this task comes my duty - cycling around

Bickington with the invitations, delivering
them to every household . My favourite
part of this annual event though is, of
course, the actual party. It is such a great
feeling when you hear the bell being
pulled at around seven o'clock on

Christmas Eve and know that the party
has started and Christmas is underway. I
cannot remember a Christmas that I have
not spent this way and I even enjoy
taking shifts with my sister and aunt in
offering mince pies to the merry guests.
Then there is the heavenly smell of the
Mulled Wine simmering over the Aga . It is
an occasion that the people of Bickington
seem to make a tradition of, as each year
a handful of new people sprout up
making the halls and drawing room more
crowded than ever. This is not helped by
the younger children tearing about the
house whooping and yelling to each other
in a state of sheer excitement that is only
present on the eve of Christmas.

I know that long after Bickington ceases
to be a part of my life I shall treasure it
deeply as it holds some of the most
nostalgic and wonderful memories - the
warm summer days picnicking by the river,
the bitter winters wishing for snow, the
hilarious autumns enjoying conker fights

and the delight of spring - spotting baby
lambs in the fields. Bickington is a haven
for families that want to spend some time
outdoors and relax . It is exceedingly
difficult to find a community where every
individual is so precious to the everyday
life of others and where newcomers are
welcomed with open arms. It is these
qualities, and many others, which endear
Bickington to visitors, residents and any
fortunate passers by. Such happy, beautiful
and serene places are hard to find in
today's busy lifestyles. The weather is not
always good and it does, rather too often,
pour with rain. It may not be Barbados
and it definitely isn't Australia but I love
all the traditions and the comfortable
environment that make it the little village
that it is.

Emily Ettridge
Year 11
GCSE Original Writing Coursework

Bride ft Brilliance
A superb fusion of culture with an eyeball bashing

riot of colours! — "It's the bomb"

Like a Supermarket's own brand curry
sauce, "Bride Et Prejudice" tries to please

everyone, but ultimately can't.

New Zealand born director, Gurinda
Chadha, transports the traditional tale of
manners to vibrant India, infusing the

story with the energy of some rousing
dance numbers, bright saris, orange

marigolds, majestic elephants and the
stunning Bollywood princess, Aishwarya
Rai, "Lalita Bakshi"

The song and dance numbers in "Bride Et

Prejudice", arranged by the well known
Bollywood choreographer, Saroj Khan, are

both cheesy and enjoyable . Ashanti makes
her fiery film debut as an exotically
entrancing Indian stage dancer, bringing a

pinch of western spice to a traditional
role in the Bollywood film industry.

In a modest Indian village, the determined
Mrs. Bakshi sets out to find marriage

matches for her four beautiful daughters.
Right away, the smart and headstrong

Lalita (Aishwarya Rai) announces she will
only marry for love, giving her mother
nightmares . Then Lalita meets the wealthy

American Will Darcy (Martin Henderson)
and sparks immediately fly. But is it love or

hate? Darcy seems to Lalita to be an
arrogant Californian snob . Darcy believes
Lalita to be a small-town Indian beauty
who knows nothing of the world . Still they
find themselves drawn together in a series
of fractious but increasingly flirtatious

encounters. Alternately enchanted by and
suspicious of one another, Lalita and Darcy
nearly fall prey to assumptions, gossip and
a comedy of errors . . . until pride is

humbled and prejudice overcome.

Swapping polite pianoforte for the
Bhangra beat, "Bride Et Prejudice" marries
a quintessentially English romance with
an odoriferous, racy but thoroughly
delectable Indian explosion .

The film transforms Jane Austen's classic
into modern day India, harnessing the
similarities of the two worlds. When the
story takes the comical Bakshi family to
"the land of prosperity", Chadha once
again plays with tradition, staging a
hilarious Bollywood production on a Los

Angeles beach, equipped with an entire
gospel choir, enthusiastic life-guards and
swaying surfboards.

Some poor casting choices are
undoubtedly the downfall of this
otherwise witty film . Screen goddess
Aishwarya Rai proves that her career lies

solely in beauty pageants and shampoo
commercials, with her equally fine haired
friend, Martin Henderson "Will Darcy"
Henderson stumbles through the role of
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Darcy without nearly enough of the class,
style, finesse or charm needed to engage
the female audience.

There is no doubt that the star of this
Bollywood bombast is "Mr . Kholi", Nitin
Ganatra, a stereotypical "coconut" who's
shopping for a wife to take back to L.A.
Ganatra clearly steals the show by
exhaling knee-slapping one liners and
entertaining us with a braying laugh
which leaves you chuckling full-heartedly
in its wake, "there must be something in
the water in Amritsa, I must get drunk on
it!"

"Bollywood/Hollywood" promises a
knowing masala of Hollywood

conventions. This festively busy and
exuberantly multicultural charmer is its
own intriguingly post modern creation . Of
course one can't help but compare this
adaptation with the BBC series ; the
original inspiration of the film plot has
been diluted down to a point where it is
almost unrecognisable . By spending so
much time focusing on the secondary
character plots, Chadha also robs us of
more scenes between Lalita and Darcy.
This film unfortunately lacks the delicious
tension between these two, which lovers
of the book have come to treasure.

All that aside, "Bride £t Prejudice" easily
compensates by making important

political points about western stereotypes,
highlighting the pressures felt by living in
India . The film pertinently acts as a
mouthpiece to put the west straight
about what modern India is really like.

"Bride £t Prejudice" is a vibrant summer
film which is guaranteed to leave you
buzzing, humming and with a curious
urge to paint your bedroom walls
tangerine . So, just sit back, inhale the
colours and feel the vibe!

Charlotte Austin
Year 10
GCSE English Media Coursework

A Midsummer Night's Dream
Creative Writing is Year 8s forte . After studying Shakespeare's best loved comedy, A Midsummer Night's Dream, the girls
embraced the chance to write in Shakespeare's lyrical rhyming couplet form and struggled successfully with iambic
pentameter. Here are some of the results 	 enjoy.

LYSANDER:
My love, I had the most wonderful dream last night,
That myself and Demetrius had had such a fight.
Yet I cannot remember what we were battling about
But 0, how well I fought without a doubt!
And I remember how proudly I took to my sword,
As if I was an Athenian Lord.
My weapon was dripping in Demetrius' blood;
His body lying, still, in the mud.
My dearest Hermia, how I wish that dream had been real,
For I slaughtered Demetrius ; knew his wounds would not heal.
But something bothered me that night,
Of what the cause was to start that fight .

Hannah Nicolson

HERMIA:
I have risen from a lamentable dream,

	

9
Where our love did fall apart at the seams.
Since night you left me and denied all our passions;
To beg of Helena's hand in an unruly fashion.
I thought it first a lame and tame joke,
But the shrewd things of which you spoke
Alarmed and surprised me truthfully.
As if under a spell, you curst me but adored her fully.
Demetrius mirrored thine unexpected emotions,
Leaving me to sleep with no comfort of a cushion.
I am most glad to have woken fonder.
But look! Who advances in majesty yonder?

Louro Harwood

LYSANDER:
My Hermia, what visions have I seen?
In love with Helena I have been.
I found Demetrius and revenged his spite
But Helena fled off into the night.
I followed fast, but faster she did go.
I wondered what she was thinking, but will never know.
Under the moonlight we did stand
And so did I kiss her beautiful hand.
0, how we lay in each other's arms;
No one to come or cause any harm
As we lay together under the starry night
Her eyes became yours, shining so bright .

Grace Blower

Costume designs by Laura Harwood
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As usual it has been a busy year of
fieldtrips for nearly all Geography

students in the school and, as well,
there were a few lectures thrown in for
good measure for the Sixth Form.

Year Six had a paddle in the River
Bovey as part of their river study and

Year Seven went off to Chagford and
found out an amazing amount in a short
space of time. Luckily, the people of
Chagford still have a few months to get

their breaths back before the next Year
Seven arrive to quiz them again . Later

on in the year there was a rather cold
and windy visit to Haytor, hardening up
our Year Sevens so that they are ready
for anything on future fieldtrips.

Year Eight had an unexpectedly
charming visit to Culver Coombe Farm
at Chudleigh Knighton . Owned by
former Stover pupil Mrs Gina Rooth,

Culver Coombe is managed under the
Countryside Stewardship Scheme and it
was fascinating to see conservation
practices in action in such an idyllic
setting and on a wonderfully warm and
sunny day.

Poor Year Nine had to be content
with a quick fieldtrip to Heathfield
Industrial Estate but again came back

armed with loads of useful information
for use in the classroom and many had
previously no idea about all the

businesses beavering away on
Stover's doorstep.

Year Ten, of

course, had a
residential

fieldtrip to the now legendary
Abergavenny. Our field centre at Ty'r
Morwydd remains welcoming and
homely inside, if painted a rather dingy
green.

Over the ten years we have been
going there the river pollution problems
which we make the main focus for
coursework have reduced considerably,
thanks to some excellent work by the
Environment Agency. The reed beds
created on the Afon Llwyd at Blaenafon
have been so effective in filtering out
contamination that there is not quite
enough contrast at different sites in the
river for us to study it any more . We
have had to switch to the Afon Ebbw
Fawr and even this one is getting
cleaner by the year. While this is
undoubtedly good news for the river,
the stonefly nymphs and the local
residents in the long run, we may have
to turn to another theme for
coursework!

On our way to Wales we
called in at Bristol for some
urban fieldwork, mostly in
the regenerated City Docks
area as well as making a
visit to Kerry Ingredients, a
huge food processing
factory in the Royal
Portbury Dock . Here we
were welcomed most
warmly by Kerry's General

Manager, with a lilting Southern Irish
accent to die for, and shown round . We
had a giggle about the hairnets, the
white coats and the shoe covers we all
had to wear and found out about the
recipe flavouring for Cheesy Wotsits,
amongst other things . That bit of the
factory had a fine orange dust over its
machines!

On our way back we had a visit to
Blaenavon – lots of bookshops still
managing to stay open in this funny
little ex-mining town – and went to Big
Pit. Here we again had funny outfits to
wear.

Year Eleven are the only ones who
didn't get a fieldtrip this year, although
they did get to attend our Royal
Geographical Society lecture about
Brazil Earthwatch . Naturally they had a
lot on their plates, what with those
GCSEs to worry about but if they are
that keen on fieldwork, of course, they
can always take Geography A Level!

The Sixth Form went to the wilds of
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the South Hams for their residential
fieldtrip in the Autumn . We stayed at
the Field Studies Council Field Centre at

Slapton . In previous years we have

ventured to the Lake District, to
Shropshire and to Somerset but in many
ways Slapton provides a better range of
fieldwork experiences than the other
centres and it does have the added

advantage of being close to us.
As well as all that fieldwork and lots

of amusing and well informed
presentations in the classroom - of
which my abiding memory will be of
Anneliese Katsis, Robyn Thompson and

Sophie Whittington's quite splendid
poem about car parking problems in
Yosemite National Park - we have

attended lectures at Torquay Girls'
Grammar School and at Wellington
School, as well as hosting our own at
Stover.

It has been a busy year and indeed a
busy eleven years since I came to
Stover. I would like to thank all the
girls who have made my job so
rewarding and my fellow Geography
teachers who have put up with my
dafter ideas. I would like to wish Mrs
Creates good fortune in running the
Department and in having such lovely
classes in the future as I have had - and
I would certainly pick out my last Year
10 class for special mention . In
particular I would like to thank Mrs Elce
who has stood shoulder to shoulder

with me over many years and who has

been an inspirational teacher and a
good friend . I would also like to thank

everyone outside the Department who
has come on fieldtrips with us, notably
Mrs Jorgensen, Mrs Packer, Miss Evans
and especially Mrs Kearney, who knows
the Abergavenny trip so well I am sure
she could run it herself.

The most exciting thing on the
horizon for the Geography Department
is undoubtedly the trip to California
and Nevada in July 2006 . I just know
you are going to have a fantastic time
and I am really looking forward to

hearing about it.

Anne Smith
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Environment, Ecosystems

and the Elements

First Impressions of Stover School

Liz Creates : Hot, sunny weather and a
very long drive up to the school were my
first impressions of Stover . Small teaching
groups and polite and confident students
willing to learn and keen to succeed are
key features very noticeable to any

newcomer. But as a geographer the best

attraction has to be the grounds and the
location of Stover that just invite
fieldtrips and make it so easy to make my

subject come alive!

Field trips
YEAR 6 - River Bovey, Bovey Tracey
The rain held off and an excited group of
Year 6 Geographers set off on two
minibuses for the Parke Estate at Bovey
Tracey in order to see river features for
themselves . Armed with pens and
clipboards we added labels to sketches
and recognised features talked about in
class such as floodplains, meanders and
river cliffs . The morning went very
quickly and all too soon it was time to
head back to school.

Year 7 - Chagford - 27th January 2005
Charlotte Wheeler: On Year 7's trip to
Chagford we were studying the houses,
area and shops. The aim of the trip was

to find out whether Chagford is a town or
a village . At the end of our trip we found
out that it had features of both. Many
people said it was a town and others a
village.

Despite the cold weather, the cold did
not ruin our visit . Most of our trip was
occupied with interesting information
filling our minds. This is a trip that is not
to miss.

Year 8 - Culver Combe Farm, Chudleigh
Knighton 20th and 23rd June 2005
Two field trips were organised to Culver
Combe and both groups were lucky to
have glorious summer weather to see a
beautiful local farm run under the
Environmental Stewardship Scheme . Mrs
Booth gave a detailed tour of her farm
and we learned about the problems of
squirrels destroying trees and spotted
butterflies and damselflies in the hay
meadows and around the lake. Farming
is certainly more than just keeping
animals and growing crops these days and
we could appreciate the change in
emphasis from running a farm as a food
production agribusiness to providing
habitats for as much wildlife as possible.

Haytor Field Trip
Grace Cameron : On Wednesday, 27 April,
Year 7 set off on their Geography Field
Trip to Dartmoor Nation Park . We were
mainly studying the management issues
and visitor pressure on the Haytor area .

Once we arrived, we had to put on our
raincoats because it was freezing cold and
extremely windy, but this didn't stop our
enjoyment of the trip.

We reached the base of the tor and
counted the number of vehicles that
passed along the roads . We also did a carp

park survey and studied the actual granite.
Once we reached the minibuses, we

were all relieved to be in the warm, but
we all wanted to go and climb the tor!

We all thoroughly enjoyed our field
trip.

Stover Country Park
Felicity Guest : On Monday, 11 October,
Year 7 went on a field trip to Stover
Country Park . We were meant to the

previous week but the Trago Mills fire
stopped us as it would have been
dangerous.

The aim of the field trip was to look at
the coniferous, broadleaved and
heathland ecosystem and also how they
manage the park.

We looked at the broad-leaved
ecosystem first to take notes about the
leaves, the soil and all the little plants
under the trees . Then we carried on to
the coniferous ecosystem where Douglas
firs and fungi grow. The heathland
ecosystem was next, and then we talked
about the management.

I really enjoyed this field trip despite
the bad weather and I am looking forward
to more in the future.
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On the 14th June 2005, the whole of
Year 6 went on a trip to Grimspound.
Grimspound is on Dartmoor ; it is a
pre-historic settlement from the
Bronze Age.

Dartmoor is underlined by a stone
called granite, granite is a natural
stone, not man-made like concrete.
The National Trust owns most of
Dartmoor, other parts are owned by
the Duchy of Cornwall, or the Prince
of Wales.

You may think that the most
dangerous place on the moorland is
way up on the high tors, but no, you
are mistaken! The most dangerous
places on the moors are the roads
(believe it or not) because you could
just step out onto the road without
realising that a car was coming and
get squished! Or, you could run into
a cow, horse or sheep while driving in
your car, bus or lorry and cause an
accident.

Thousands of years ago, Dartmoor
National Park was covered in trees
and deep, dark forests . But in time,
the prehistoric people gradually cut
down all the trees and brought
animals like cows and sheep to eat all
of the remaining stumpy bits for
instance tree stumps and weeds.

Now I shall tell you some of the
plants that live on Dartmoor National
Park:

Heather - a low growing plant that

tends to grow in the wild, exposed

places

Bracken - a kind of Christmas tree

shape with green, flimsy branches

branching away from it.

Grass - sword-like shaped pieces of
greenery usually found outside in
the open areas

Gorse - comes in spiky bushes
flowering yellow coconut smelling
flowers all year round.

The Bronze Age people (and Iron Age)
used to live in roundhouses.

Year 6 Trip to Grimspound

Grimspound is on Dartmoor, close to
a village called Postbridge and not far
from Dartmoor Prison . Grimspound is
a Bronze Age settlement and is nearly
4000 years old . We have been
learning about early settlements in
our history lessons at school.

Our guide for the day was Willem
Montagne. He has been a Dartmoor
guide for many years, and he is said to
know every spot on Dartmoor, and is
the best guide you could have!

When we first arrived it was rather
windy and the first thing we did was to
look at an old hut circle . There are
many remains of huts on Dartmoor,
and Grimspound is probably the most
famous settlement of these huts . The
only remains that we could see were a
double layer of stones constructed in
the shape of a circle . The walls would
have been made of stone and the roof
of either thatch or grass. The stone
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Grimspound has an awful lot of
primary sources such as Bronze Age
settlements and lots of remains of
houses (round granite circles and a
gap for where the doorway would
have been . The roundhouses would
have had walls about 3 feet high built
with granite and a cone shaped roof.
The roof frame would have been
made from wood . The people living
in these houses were not nomadic so
they were not hunters but farmers.
They got their water from the wells
and ate the meat from their animals.
The roundhouses would have their
doors facing south so that the house
would be filled with as much light as
possible as there was no electricity in
those days. The way the Bronze Age
people marked their territory was by
burying their dead on the top of high
hills called burial mounds.

By Laura Bennett 6B
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used is granite, which is a very
important material on Dartmoor, as
there is a lot of it and it is a very hard

rock. The roof would have been
supported by wooden poles with the
fire in the middle of the hut to keep
the people warm. We used a compass
to work out that the door would have
been on the south side of the hut to
let in sunlight.

The first hut we visited was rather
spacious, although it was standing
alone from the other huts . The next
houses that we went to were actually
rather close to each other.

We next explored by climbing up to
the top of Hookney Tor, I think, and
had a great view of the whole site of
Grimspound . Our guide, Willem,
showed us the great boundary wall
which runs all the way around the
perimeter of the site forming an
enclosure of roughly 150 metres in
diameter. It had quite a lot of holes in
it, and the rocks had all been
smoothed out over the years.

From the top of the tor we saw quite
clear views of Dartmoor and towns
nearby, such as Princetown . At the top
of the tor there were a few more
remains of huts, and it has been

at a relatively low level and was not
made to have strong defences. It was
built to keep in lots of animals.

We next went down to Grimspound
and answered a few archaeology
questions.

We found the original big entrance
which consisted of vertical stone
pillars on the south side of the
settlement. This was a really grand
entrance and you could imagine what
it would have been like during the
Bronze Age.

There were, in total, the remains of
26 huts at Grimspound, although
many more might still lay undisturbed
below ground . You could not, however,
really see the circular outline of many
of them.

We were told that the water supply
to Grimspound came from the little
rivers which eventually flowed into the
River Bovey. After we had eaten lunch,
we explored a stream and surprisingly
found the source of the River Bovey.
This was extremely small and hidden
between two valleys, and we followed
this for a short distance until it
became a bigger river.

Finally we made our way back to the
minibus and returned to school,
having all had a fantastic day out on
the moor.

	

By Nicole Foulkes 6K

estimated that there are about 5000
remains of huts scattered over
Dartmoor.

As we walked on we found the
remains of a gate with lots of lichen
on it, which is formed from the
remains of bird pool

After walking on again, at about
lunchtime we arrived at Grimspound,
the large circular settlement which
looked like a town and had the
remains of huts inside the circular
boundary wall . It is thought to have
been built about 3000 years ago. It is
situated beneath the slopes of two tors
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In Flanders Fields
far deeper, more life changing effects . I
don't believe that anybody could stand at
the Menin Gate and hear the mournful
sound of a bugle playing 'The Last Post' or
the quavering voice of an old war veteran
singing 'Waltzing Matilda' to himself and fail
to feel moved . It was one of those moments
where time doesn't stop, it simply doesn't
matter. All that matters is remembering the
men, the soldiers who gave up so much yet
will not receive a decent burial because their
bodies have never been found.

The trip was poignant and memorable, an
incredible wake up call. Everything we had
heard about was suddenly not just history ; it
was our history, much closer and more real
than it could ever have seemed through

textbooks. The sights we saw brought the
pain and suffering home.

If there is one thing we took away from
the trip it is that we can never allow those
horrors to occur again . Why not make this
generation the one that works for peace
instead of for selfishness, greed and power?
Private R.A Colwell said of Passchendale that
the things he witnessed 'could not be
written down . . . .They would haunt your
dreams : There is no way that we can let the
nightmare be repeated . So, as the 'In
Flanders Fields Museum' says - Let's make
peace and remember the future.

By Sara-lane Lee and Cat Fallow

The Somme 2004

There I sat, a sea of white stone stretched out
before me. These were the shadows of soldiers,
reminders of men who had walked out into
battle, prepared to give their lives for their
country. The cemetery was almost silenL The
only noise a low murmur as people tried to
voice the wash of emotion they felt. There was
no way to fully explain that sense of horror,
sadness, gratefulness and undeniable pride	

Of course our trip to Flanders had not
been all heart wrenching moments like
those . The Belgian chocolate shop was a
major highlight for many, others remember
the races through the water fountains as a
particularly entertaining distraction and I'm
sure that being locked in the loo (twice) in a
French youth hostel could not be described
as the most emotionally enriching
experience, however humorous it was!

There were lots of laughs along the way
but scattered amongst the food fights and
Monty Python impressions were times with

It's the most dismal day. I'm standing on an
overwhelming stone monument in France,
cold, wet from the constant drizzle and with
tears pouring down my face. The Tiepval
Monument has 75,000 names on its surface;
just a fraction of the soldiers that went
missing during World War I.

I'm on my own up here . I have left 3
members of staff and 40 students in the
visitor centre which has opened today . I
couldn't stand it any more, the enormity of
the deaths. Up here for the briefest of
moments I am completely alone . I am
consumed by a great sense of loss. I don't
know any of the names, I'm unaware of my
family having anyone inscribed in the stone.
It doesn't stop the tears rolling down my face,
however no-one except myself will know this,
besides the rain is now more of a constant
shower and that hides my personal emotion.

I walk back to the visitor centre . My walk
is rather ludicrously interrupted by the sight
of men removing the trappings of the
opening ceremony for the centre . Small
trees, trays of uneaten food, flowers, trestle
tables, all the trappings of luxury afforded
for the various dignitaries who have been
here today. To me it's profoundly ironic . How
the men who had fought on this desolate
flat plane would have been disgusted at the
waste of food and would have laughed at
the ridiculous sight of the gentry all
gathered on the killing fields of France.

The girls are all standing at the open door
of the centre. 'Mrs de, where's the
monument?'

'You mean the enormous stone shaped
thing at the top of the hill?'

Stover girls . .. only they could miss the
vastness of it! Some of them brave the
weather ; others are still searching through
the online lists of names of relatives, seeing
if they can trace their own roots. I read the
horror of the events that are on the display

boards holding onto a vast sea of tears that I
refuse to allow the girls to see.

I sit down in a small video area . It starts
with poppies floating in the breeze and
Nigel Havers' warm tones accompany images
of hopeful young men travelling out to war.
They don't seem much older than the boys I
used to teach at the Grammar School . As the
battle of the Somme is relayed to me in
black and white pictures, I realise that it's
not the history that's fascinating for me
(sorry Mr. Barter), it's the personal stories
(although Mr Barter might argue that those
are history!) and the personal stories rouse
my inner cry baby. As the music plays and
the poppies dance on the screen, in the final
few minutes there are more tears and I can't
stop it . Little do I realise that an elderly lady
has shared this experience with me . She is
concerned, Are you alright?"

"Fine," I smile weakly.
She hands me a tissue, her white hair

glinting as the lights come on . I am lost for
words. A rarity. Embarrassed, I sidle back to
the bus.

You may be surprised to hear that my
husband's family fought for the Germans.
The German cemeteries bring out something
in everyone who sees them, sadness and
death is here. Whilst the British have
profoundly white stone in their cemeteries,
that shines regardless of the weather (a great
statement of their valiant efforts and
reluctant losses), the German cemeteries
have an eerie and cold look, flat stone slabs,
almost hiding the names, with no flowers or
signs that anyone has visited . Miles upon
miles of metal crosses that stretch as far as
the eye can see. Even more bizarrely there

are Jewish stones here; a reminder that it
wasn't until the Second World War that the
Holocaust began . These dim graveyards seem
to me to be those of a nation who just want
to forget . They do not want to remember . A
great shame, as the soldiers who fought were
no different on either side, just young men
and even boys who fought for their cause.

My final thoughts are of the girls who
came on this trip . I know they all learnt
something . . .I know they all felt like I did at
some stage, even if they didn't show it.
Everywhere we went we were met with
positive comments about behaviour and
respect for those who had died . The girls
were attentive and thoughtful at all times
and a credit not only to the school but the
wider community of veterans and families
who we passed or met on our journey.

Whilst at Vimy Ridge (a Canadian
memorial), we are met by a lovely Canadian
girl. She's finished her degree, qualifying her
to teach French and she's spending a few
months talking about her country's history
to all the various groups that trudge over
the battleground and trenches . She talks
passionately about respect for this hallowed
ground and the men that died here. The girls
listen and hang on her every word, as she
explains how Canadian men had fought so
hard to move forward about 100 metres ; a
futile mission . When she reaches the end of
the tour she reminds us all of the one thing
anyone should take from such an
experience : WE MUST HEAR ABOUT THIS
AND UNDERSTAND THE HISTORY BECAUSE
WE (YOU) MUST NEVER LET THIS HAPPEN
AGAIN .

Mrs A De Montjoie
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Home Economics Report

On Thursday 25th November a group of girls, parents and
staff set off at 6am to the BBC Good Food Show at the
NEC in Birmingham. We arrived in plenty of time having
stopped for breakfast on the way. The day began with
everyone touring the exhibitions, tasting new foods and
collecting lots of free samples!

We all gathered together at l pm in the Celebrity Theatre
to watch Jamie Oliver cook lots of delicious food . Lucky
members of the audience were able to cook with him and
whilst the Stover group did their best to attract his

The BBC Good Food Show

attention, we were unsuccessful in being chosen ; better
luck next time . We were all able to see our favourite
celebrity chefs and have our books signed by them . At 4
o'clock we gathered together for the journey home,
everyone had bags of goodies to give to their family and
friends and we were all very full!

Year 9 Christmas Cakes
Each autumn term the girls in year 9 make Christmas cakes as part of their Food
Technology course . At the start of the term, Mrs Ruth Tole came and
demonstrated how to ice and
decorate their cakes . At `fir.
the end of term, she
returned to look at the
finished results and as
you can see, there was
a wide range of
beautifully decorated
cakes for her to see .



Home Economics Report

City and Guilds Professional
Cookery Course
In year 12 and 13 the girls are able to take a course in
professional cookery. During the course they develop a

range of practical skills and knowledge of practical
cookery. There are 3 assessments and the third one is the
most important. This year the girls had to make a 3 course

meal for four teenagers that included a variety of cheeses

in the starter, showed knife skills in the preparation of

meat in the main course and a dessert of their choice . The

girls planned and produced a selection of delicious food
and they all chose very different themes . All the girls

passed their practical certificate with flying colours and

achieved a very high standard of cookery.
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Language Report

In March a group of year 7 and 8
girls and year 6 boys went on the
annual French exchange to Vire in
Normandy . Here is an extract from
Yvette Slinger's diary, showing how
useful it is to understand foreign
languages and customs.

'I woke up at 8am as that was what
time Mathilde told me to get up.
Then we went quietly downstairs so
as not to wake Diane . We then had
breakfast . I asked the mother and the
father if I could help but they both
said 'no' as I was a guest and I should
not help out with the house chores.
As I did not know what to do I sat
down at the table.

Before I knew what was happening
I was given a bowl and some milk . (I
didn't quite know what to do because
when they asked the night before

what I wanted for breakfast I asked
for toast) . So I poured a little bit of
milk into my bowl as I only normally
have a small amount of breakfast . I
thought that it would be enough if
the bowl was for cereal and not too
much if it was for a drink . They all
seemed extremely shocked when they
saw my milk bowl, so I started to
wonder if I had done something
wrong, until the father asked me if I
wanted any more milk. They then
gave me some cornflakes, and I
thought once I had eaten them
breakfast would be over. But then
they gave me five pieces of toast
(which is more than I would normally
have in England on its own) . So I
thought I had to be polite and eat the
toast as they seemed to have cooked
it just for me . When I was eating my

The French Trip

toast they asked me if I wanted a
drink. I said 'yes' and asked if I could
have the pineapple juice as I was
quite thirsty. I drank it all and then
they filled it up again . Thinking I
ought to be polite I drank it all . They
filled it up yet again . This time I just
drank half as I was feeling like a
water bucket!

When I finished breakfast they
asked me if I wanted to go and play
the piano . I decided to say 'no : So
instead I went upstairs and played
UNO, Pictionary and Snakes and
Ladders with Mathilde, Diane and
Evelyne. We then played pool with
Adrien'

Yvette Slinger Year 7

Ski Trip 2005
A very successful and

eventful Easter ski trip
to La Clusaz in the

French Alps was
organised and led by

Mrs de Montjoie, Miss
Evans, Miss Goodall and

Miss Boorman . There
were so many magical

moments that it would
require the whole school

magazine to recount
them, so we've allowed

our photographs to
speak for themselves.



Mathematics Report

National Number DayStover School took part in the

NSPCC's maths-focused

fundraising event - Number

Day 2004 - on 1 December.

The initiative hoped to raise

money for the FULL STOP

appeal to end child cruelty.

And so we joined in various fun

maths activities on this special

day. ..

Mathematical knowledge was

tested to the limit in 'Who

Wants to Be a Mathionaire?' -

a version of the popular ITV

competition that ran in the

Jubilee Hall during the

lunchtime break.

Representatives from Years 6 -

9 acted as the question masters

while the rest of their forms

performed the roles of

audience and friend . The

responsibility to represent the

form proved to be nerve-

wracking and the easiest

of questions seemed to have

puzzled almost everyone. Form

7P came first as Grace Cameron

excelled with the support of

her form and a bit of good luck

- very much the usual course

of this competition on TV.

Congratulations!

The whole Year 8 went 'Loci'

mad while trying to solve Loci

challenges in groups of five in

the Jubilee Hall using balls,

skipping ropes, their bodies and

their brains during their

afternoon lessons. Let's hope

they left the

Hall with a

memorable

experience

that should

help them

when they

meet the

topic in the

classroom in

Year 9 .

The final, the 50 Questions

Challenge in which the aim is

to answer random times tables'

questions in the fastest time

possible, brought no surprises

as the teachers in the Maths
Department had been running

preliminary heats prior to the

main event . Phyllis Ho set the

record which we have not

recorded - so it can get beaten

easily next year if you are

prepared to take up the

challenge!

MATHS

Rhiannon Main (yr 6K)

Estimation, n umbers, digits,
When I don't u nderstand I feel like a midget.
I think and think and ponder and struggle,

And it's usually on puzzles.

Some people think Maths is a strain,
But really I think Maths is a game.

Shouting and playing is all very well,
But you need something like Maths to dwell . ..

Six, five, four and nought,
With drawing shapes I always get caught.

Napirs, Russian, box and grid;
You just need to get in to the Maths spirit!

41'

7
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RS/PSE Report

GSUS Live Trip
Year 7 went on a mystery outing to Torquay on Wednesday, 17th
November 2004. We soon entered a large trailer and were plunged into
near darkness with only the sound of a loud heart beat. This was a
chance to go on an interactive journey by computer into the world of
Jesus, exploring Fear, Rejection and Forgiveness.

Stualeht views of GSUS

On Monday 15 November 2004, I got a
letter saying we were all going to visit GSUS
LIVE at Torquay Community College. I didn't
know what to expect, as the letter said it
was interactive!

On the Wednesday of that week, we
arrived by minibus at Torquay Community
College. I saw out of the bus window a
trailer saying 'GSUS: I knew that must have
been it . All of Year 7 piled into a pod . Out
of the speakers came thudding music
sounding like a deep heartbeat and the
room was black with a picture of an eye,
with writing saying 'Seeing is believing : I
wasn ' t sure what to expect. We walked into
another room and saw about 30 computers.
We were told to work in pairs, so I worked
with Felicity Guest. We had to pick a
character out of a girl and two boys. Each
had a different problem like fear, forgiveness
and rejection . Felicity and I picked fear . We
were agony aunts and had to give
information on what to do . A girl called
Kylie was afraid that her friend might die, so
we had to help her overcome her fear ; it
was fun and educational.

I found this trip very interesting, as I
thought it was going to be a boring lecture!
I found out that GSUS stands for Jesus and
God Save Us ; I thought it was quite clever.

Grace Cameron 7P

I really enjoyed the trip to GSUS Live . It was
a thrilling and enjoyable experience.

As we walked into the room I was excited
and apprehensive . There was a great
thudding as we entered and it was very dark.
At first I was a bit confused . Was this an RE
trip or were we going into the set of 'Star
Trek'? I did not know. Having said that, I
found that the trip was amazing . I learnt
lots of interesting facts and will remember
this for years to come . But we couldn't have
gone without the organisation and planning
of Mrs Elce.

Fabrianne Rogers 7P

The GSUS LIVE project was very good . GSUS
stands for two different things : Jesus in a
shortened version and 'God Save Us: When I
walked in the trailer door I was very scared.
The music resembled a heart thumping and

there were many eyes on each wall with
words saying ; rejection, forgiveness and fear.
All of these words had a story behind them.

The thing we did was to be 'Agony Aunts'
and choose one character, Ben who was
'Forgiveness', Jack who was 'Rejection' and
Kylie who was 'Fear : Natasha Hooper and I
did Ben and became his 'Agony Aunts : We
were given four clues. They were a song, a
small Bible reading, a saying by someone
famous and a part of the 'Miracle Maker'
film . All these clues would help you make
the decision on which statement you would
send to your chosen person . We did this
four times over and in between each part
we would see a film of some sort, about
what had happened and the next problem
we took.

All in all I had a brilliant time and I know
many other people in my year did too.

Thank you .
Naomi Hook 75

'I really enjoyed it and it made me think a
bit more about the difficult things in life.
There is also a website that you can go on to
about GSUS Live . This is it:
www.gsuslive.co .uk

Felicity Guest

I could hear the voices of people already
inside the caravan,

"Wow, this is amazing!"
"Oh my gosh, come and have a look!"
And some other voices,
""Not too fast."
"Calm down . Don't get over-excited ."
Once we had watched the video it made

me think about why Jesus made the
decisions he did.

We were then told to look at the screens
on the computers in front of us. I did . I saw
that there were three people on the page,
each with a different problem. One of the
people needed forgiveness, another needed
courage because her friend was dieing, and
the other needed some help because he was
being bullied because of his size . . ..

When we got to be agony aunts I was
delighted . I thought, wow, we get to choose
what they do so we could help in a real life
situation .

Rosie Buxton 7S

PSE Department
Drugs Presentation
On Monday. 15th November, Tina Cross and a
young friend . Steve, came into school to talk
very openly and honestly about their
experiences when their lives were completely
dominated by heroin . They explained how easy
it was to get drawn into that world and how it
has messed up their whole lives,

". . .I learned from this talk that drugs are
used by a lot of people for very different
reasons.._The talk was much better than
reading magazines, leaflets or books because
when you are face to face with someone who
has actually experienced this you take it in.
They explained the difficulties they had and
how they saw sense.

I have learned from their mistakes so I don't
make them myself-'

	

Kam Hook year 10

'The drugs presentation brought the dangers
of drugs much closer to home. Tina and Steve
gave a very personal talk that actually made
me think. They didn't try to hide anything
from us but instead talked to us like adults.
They also didn't try to paint themselves in a
particularly good light. They just gave a very
truthful account of their experiences of drugs
and told amazing stories of how they escaped
from drug addiction's vicious cycle.

I'm very grateful to Tina and Steve and I'd
like to thank them for their presentation
which helped my understanding and
knowledge of drugs" Sara Jane Lee year 10

'I found the talk brought home the effects of
drugs. In leaflets and brochures the stories
seem unreal and distant, but with true, real life
examples it brings it to life.

It was very helpful when they expressed their
feelings; they didn't make it seem cool or
good . ..very informative.'

- Emma Harwood year 10

'Occasionally they included the audience and
asked questions. Most of the time we asked
questions and they answered them and told us
about experiences they've encountered . I felt I
could ask them anything..'

Summer Ferguson, year 10

Tina was able to help us understand that
despite public opinion kids who turn to drugs
are not always from poor, single parent
families with no prospects for themselves. In
fact many teenage drug addicts originally have
good homes and families.

Through one Christian orientated music
festival. Tina began to understand the harm
she was doing to herself and how Jesus
wanted her to turn around and start again.
Instinctively. Tina put her faith into Jesus to
get her through the months of withdrawal
Now Tina works as a councillor to drug addicts
seeking her help . ..

The talk helped us to understand that one
day we will all come into contact with drugs
and that when we do we have to make our
own decisions. But if we do choose to take
drugs then we are being fooled, as they make
promises they can never keep .'

Chloe Collins year 10
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Ndere Dance Trouping Their Colours

Two young men from the Ndere
Dance Troupe of Kampala, Uganda,
treated years 6 - 9 to a taste of their
African culture through storytelling,
dance and music . Dressed in striking
tribal costume and bearing
instruments, all of which were
traditional and handmade, Peter
Kabodha and Pedson Kasume
delighted us from beginning to end
with fascinating facts about the 57
languages spoken throughout
Uganda, their own very different
tribal backgrounds - one from a
herding tribe and one from a warrior

tribe - with exciting and entertaining
song and dance numbers depicting
ancient but hysterical stories!

The performing artistes were on loan
to us from Tan Dance, Wales, visiting
for the Fair Trade fortnight and
travelling around the country to share
their rich and deep-rooted culture
with school pupils and the general
public alike .

Pupils were given the chance to
handle and play the instruments.
However, the highlight was when
everyone joined in to learn a
wonderful dance en masse to the
accompaniment of the African hand
drum. What a wonderful way to
extend our knowledge of other
cultures first hand . More next year
please!
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Toad of Toad Hall -November 2004

Trying to find a school play with
"everything" : challenging parts for our
most able actresses ; potential for
including the massed bands of Years 6 -9;
audience appeal ; jolly music. . ..what a task.
Then we discovered that "Toad" could be
sort of . . well, adapted . The lyrics even fit
to Beatles music.

I had always loved the story of Toad,
mainly because I feel there is always a
loveable, boasting Toad, a responsible,
compassionate Rat, an ever so slightly
grumpy, sensible Badger and a timorous
but fiercely loyal Mole in every year
group in schools across the land . It was
the moment when Storm Faulkner
auditioned to be Toad that I knew the
whole thing would work : her facial
expressions, comic timing and vocal
interpretation of "Poop Poop" had me in
stitches, even after hearing only thirty
seconds' worth of dialogue.

We set about rehearsing every Monday
evening and soon devoted our Sunday
afternoons too. Slowly but surely, the
characterisations grew as Sara-Jane Lee
Rat) Cat Fallow ( Badger) and Emma
Harwood (Mole) settled into their roles
alongside Storm . The trust and faith these
four talented girls placed in each other,
and the dedication with which they
learned their lines and turned up for
rehearsals, was quite astonishing . They are
accomplished actresses, each with very
individual vocal and physical skills and the
ability to bring their own creative ideas to
rehearsals . Ms Absalom and I loved
working with you, girls!

Meanwhile, we instructed Year 9 to turn
themselves into evil Weasels - and they
were surprisingly keen ; Year 8 were told
to pretend to be "Traffic" ( and that's
worse than being told you're going to be
a tree in an RSC production) ; Year 7 were
coerced into abandoning their street-cred
to become Ducks-a- Dabbling and Year 6
began squeaking in tune as carol singing
field mice. I had no idea what would
actually emerge from these Performing
Arts lessons until the final moment,
although actually living with a Weasel
gave me some extraordinary, if surreal
insights " YO! Toads don't kill people,
weasels do . . . we're the wicked weasels
. .HEHEHE. . and we might kill YOU!"

All was going quite well until we
discovered that the tiered seating was not
available for the nights we wanted it and
then Storm managed to fall off her horse
and break her collar bone. The whole
production was postponed for about a
fortnight . Good job really, as it just about
gave Ms Absalom and me time to create a
set, make a caravan, hang a screen and
sort out numerous slides for our
backcloth . A sense of desperation did set
in, though, when the dress rehearsal
turned into our one and only chance to
create a lighting plot!

It's always so lovely to see the students
enjoying themselves in front of their
families and friends. Year 9 deserve special
mention . After their success in Year 8 as
Jail House Rockers they threw themselves
into Weaseldom with gusto,
creating the most marvellous,
original raps and genuinely
terrifying the audience . Apparently,
someone's brother refused to believe
they could all be girls, so loud were
their stomps and so deep their

voices! Many students performed
beautifully in the cameo roles this play
offers as the girls abandoned their
"Stover" tones in favour of regional
accents : Poppy Piper-Smith as a very
bemused Welsh judge ; Sophie Mendoza as
a decidedly quirky Irish washerwoman;
Charlotte Austin as an outraged Scouse
Bargewoman and Hannah Barter as a
sympathetic West Country Phoebe. Comic
touches were added by Daisy Brown and
Victoria Jarrad ( Alfred the horse) ; Chloe
Collins ( Usher) and Freya Watson
Policeman)

I should like to thank everyone who
worked so hard on this production,
especially the unsung heroes backstage:
Deborah Hosford was an excellent stage
manager, even supplying chocolate to the
producers during the interval! Thanks to
Paul Barter for managing to co-ordinate
all the slides from his laptop and to
Amanda de Montjoie for ."seat of the
pants" lighting and sound . Huge thanks to
Jackie Jorgensen, Julia Lean and Julie
Fairbrother for their work in Performimg -
Arts, and to Peter Hurst at the piano.
Finally, heartfelt thanks to my colleague
Peta Absalom who brought with her so
much professionalism and experience
from her work in local theatre.

By the time you all read this, we hope to
have survived "Oh What a Lovely War!"
with many of the same cast plus some
new faces.

Jan Middleton, Head of English



It has been a transitional year within the
Stover Science Department . The new
science building evolved throughout the
academic year, its progress eagerly
followed from the vantage point of the old
Chemistry Lab window.

In the Autumn term four students
competed in the Royal Society of
Chemistry's 'Top of the Bench' competition
at Exeter University . The team of Emma
Wyatt-Haines (Year 11), Serena Mitchell
(Year 10), Alice Cantell-Hynes and Charlie
Dorrington (both Year 9) produced an
informative and visually attractive poster
outlining the Chemistry of the colour of
autumnal leaves . The team were also set a
joint experimental problem-solving task.
Each student then sat individual multiple-
choice test papers.

The after-school Science Club took place
during both the spring and summer terms.
The members grew crystals, launched
bungs, wrote with fire, made chemical

rainbows, bounced custard balls and ate
sherbet . The girls even overcame the
impossible and succeeded in one of the
ancient alchemists' dreams of
transmutating 'copper' coins into 'silver'
and 'gold'!

In the spring term a team of Year 8
students represented Stover at the 'Salters'
Festival of Chemistry' competition at
Exeter University. The team of Hannah
Gower, Gemma Hicks, Bethan Lockett and
Charlotte Newman completed a variety of
analytical tasks . The group's methodical
approach, attention to detail, care and
dexterity ensured that they produced an
excellent overall performance.

Towards the end of the summer term the
Science Department began the slow and
painful process of packing up its
equipment and chemicals ready for the
move to the new Science suite . During the
summer vacation much hard work went on
behind the scenes to try to ensure the

Science in Focus
minimum disruption to the Science
curriculum ; this included the disposal of
redundant apparatus and the transfer of all
equipment . The Department would like to
thank the Bursar's office and caretaking
staff for their help and support in ensuring
a smooth transition . At the end of the
school year the Science Department also
bid a fond farewell to Mr Ensor who now
enjoys a well-deserved retirement.

In the forthcoming year the Department
will see record numbers entering the Sixth
Form to study the A Level Sciences . We
look forward to settling into the new
building and are busily planning for a
high-profile Science Week during the
spring term to celebrate the opening of the
new facilities .

Chris Shaw

Royal Society of Chemistry - "Top of the Bench" Competition
Emma Wyatt-Haines (yr 11), Serena
Mitchell (yr 10), Alice Cantell-Hines and
Charlotte Dorrington (both yr 9) all
competed in the local area finals of this
practical problem-solving competition.
Although they didn't win the prize they
were commended for their most attractive
poster presentation which was based on
Autumnal Colours .

Salter's Festival of Chemistry was
another team practical problem-solving
competition . The team was formed with
Hannah Gower, Gemma Hicks, Bethan
Lockett and Charlotte Newman - all in yr
8 . Together they received a
commendation for maintaining the best
organised working space but failed to win
a team prize .

Mr Shaw introduced a very successful
Salter's Science Club for years 6 and 7.
The new club provided a platform for a
variety of exciting and adventurous tasks,
including turning copper coins to silver
and silver ones to gold ; chemical stop-
clocks ; firing projectiles and home-made
rockets.
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New Science Block

The new Science building is due to come online for the start
of the autumn term 2005 . It has taken several years from its
inception to come to fruition . Thankfully, the governors,
senior management team and architect responded to the
Science Department's concerns regarding the initial designs.
Issues over the floor area, ceiling height, storage areas,
ventilation, prep room space, hand washing facilities and
overall layout were sympathetically addressed . The architect,
Rob Battersby, had been trusted to add an element of design
flair whilst the Science Department were determined to
achieve a practical and functional layout.

The original plot appeared as an unpromising wasteland
between the Millennium Building and Clockhouse ; an area
that regularly degenerated into bog-land at the first sign
of rain . A drainage ditch that ran along the length of the
existing retaining wall became a torrent when heavier
downpours occurred ; runoff water spewing from pipes that
emanated from the Clockhouse area.

Stover School Magazine 2004-2005

The building contractors, C .S . Williams, moved onsite
towards the end of the autumn term '04 . Little progress
appeared to be made in these first few weeks as the
storage containers and heavy plant were moved onto site.
By the end of January '05 the topsoil had been removed
and stacked for recycling during the final landscaping
process . Huge amounts of heavy sodden clay were
excavated and the drainage ditch replaced by an
underground culvert . The excavated area was filled with
hardcore and the foundations dug and filled.

By early February the steelwork had arrived and the
process of erecting the supporting structural framework
began. It was a time of rapid change as the building began
to take form . By the beginning of March the upper
concrete floor had been craned into place and the concrete
slab that formed the ground floor had been poured. Later
that month the wooden supporting framework for the
mono-pitched roof began to be constructed. April saw
external and interior walls starting to form and by May the
zinc roof was complete . Windows began to be installed and
throughout June, July and August much of the interior
finishing occurred ; a mammoth job involving the co-
ordination of large numbers of different contactors . During
the last week of August the Science Department began to
take residence whilst finishing touches continued around
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Sports Sponsorship Promotes Stover Success

Stover School would like to thank
Hayward Lamar Ltd for their
generous contribution to Stover
Sport . Hayward Lamar Ltd is the very
first private company to sponsor one
of Stover's competitive sports teams.

The boys under 9s and under 11s
football squads have been privileged
to wear their new black and green
football kits at home and away
matches. Support from Hayward
Lamar Ltd has certainly boosted the
confidence levels and inspired all the
players to do well.

Not only has the profile of football
benefited from the commitment from
Hayward Lamar Ltd but they have
also agreed to donate a trophy for
the "Player of the Year" for the under
9s and under 11s'A' football teams
and a medal for every 'A' team player.

Success of the Hayward Lamar Ltd
business has, this season, been
mirrored on the pitch with some
breathtaking performances against
stern opposition.

Hayward Lamar Ltd has assisted the
sports department by helping to put
Stover Sports firmly on the map.

Mrs Sue Bradley, Headmistress of
Stover School, Mrs Julie Fairbrother,
Headmistress of Stover Prep School,
Mr Colin Brown, Head of Boys' P.E.
and football coaches, Mr Matt
Appleby and Mr Nick Futrell, would
like to express their heartfelt thanks
to Hayward Lamar Ltd for all their
efforts and investment of time.

Hayward Lamar Ltd in turn is
proud to launch their support of
sports and team events and they
look forward to working with the
school in the future.

Directors, Mr Tony Lamar and
Mr Douglas Hayward, would
like to thank Colin Brown and
Matt Appleby and all sports
staff for all their hard work
and dedication .

ftaywaro/ Lamar Ltd kindly

football team shirt to the Headmistress
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On entering the new Science building by way of the main
door you enter a light foyer area . In front of you are glass
doors that lead to the central prep room . Daylight floods
into the corridors with their pastel coloured brick walls,
white ceilings, grey stone-like floor tiles and juxtaposed
deep-red painted wall . Down the corridor to the right lie
the Chemistry and Biology laboratories . To the left are the
General Science and Physics labs . All four scientific
laboratories have at least one fully glazed wall with two
large sliding glass-panel doors . The feel of the new
laboratories is one of bright airiness and the extensive use
of glass helps to connect them with the grounds outside.
The spacious labs have ample storage units and fixed
service pods, which include the necessary water, electrical
and gas supplies. The pods are strategically sited to allow
for flexible arrangements of the workbenches . Ceiling
mounted data projectors and computer network points are
to be installed in each laboratory. The white ceiling and
walls, dark speckled floors, pale blue cupboard doors,
mottled grey worksurfaces and striking orange teaching
'feature' wail lend the labs a modern designer touch.

As you pass up the stone stairwell with its galvanized steel
handrail you enter a landing with views out towards Keys

Lodge. There are four classrooms, each with a bright
yellow wall . An open terraced area is accessed via the two
central rooms, whilst the outer rooms have superb views
out towards either Clockhouse or the Millennium building.
You cannot help but be impressed ; this is a fantastic
building.

Through co-operation we appear to have arrived at an
architecturally stunning building that comfortably meets
the needs of our curriculum . The Department would like
to thank Mark Ledgard, the school's chartered surveyor,
and the Bursar, Stuart Drabble, for their pivotal roles in
the project . The time and effort afforded by Pene Key,
Hugh Anderson, Kate Reece, Margaret Batten and the
other school governors in overseeing the exhaustive
process has been greatly appreciated . I would also like to
express my gratitude to my predecessor as Head of
Science, Sally Bamberg, for her early interventions in the
design process and to Ann Milford, our Science technician,
who helped enormously in the final laboratory and prep
room layouts . I wouldn't say that it has been plain sailing,
but Rob Battersby has delivered Stover a building for
which we should feel justifiably proud . Thank you!

Chris Shaw
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Summer Ball 2005

With huge appreciation and grateful thanks to Ms M-G again,
Vikki Chatfield and the entire Summer Ball committee, we
celebrated the end of the social and academic year in
classical Venetian style. Stunning and sophisticated, the
interior design for Jubilee Hall struck all who gazed on it
with awe . Gold, black and burgundy - everything from

table decorations and cloths to seating upholstery, seating
plan design, the net of helium balloons suspended above

the guests, the perfect burgundy single rose for each lady;
from the decorative ' tree ' -lined path to the pretty dragon
fly fairy lights - everything was faultless.

The delicious dinner menu was expertly executed and
served by Paul Milward and his team . Champagne and
canapes began the evening in the Reception Hall . Petto
di Pollo Stoverense (breast of chicken stuffed with
ricotta and spinach, wrapped in pancetta and served on
a bed of roasted cherry tomato and red pepper coulis)
was accompanied by Vegetali dell Estate misti
(crispy roast potatoes with sesame, summer
vegetable stir-fry and baby vegetable gratin),
followed by Tiramisu (the classic Italian dessert
with added Stover ' sparkle ' ), and finally Formaggi
surl Rondo di Fregna (Italian cheese) and vintage
port, coffee and mints available with a stretch of
the legs from the bar and refreshment marquee.
To the chef and his crew - our highest
compliments.

The Venetian theme was further enhanced by
entertainment from Colin John, magician
extraordinaire, the Cantab singers under Graham
Williams' superb directorship and Casino Select,
as well as a disco playing classical Italian music
discreetly during dinner. The singers performed
on the steps under the Portico at the
beginning of the evening setting the magical
ambiance for a wonderful night to remember .



KATIE HILDRED, sporting sixth former and adventuress extraordinaire, set off for
voluntary work experience in a Liberian Refugee Camp in the African state of Ghana
this summer having raised the money for the trip herself during the academic year.
Fellow students and teachers were delighted to sponsor her and here she shares her
experiences, proving just how enriching this kind of working holiday can be.

4am, Monday, 1st August 2005 ; Heathrow
Airport ; the beginning of my biggest
challenge yet . Waiting for my flight, I was
both excited and petrified to think of the
things I would see and do during my time in
Ghana.

When I arrived at Accra airport I was met
by the Director of PCO and Amass who took
me to a taxi to take us to the guest house in
Awutu - my home for the next month . My
room was fairly spacious but all there was
inside was a mattress on the floor and a
little table - a far cry from my room at
home with all my luxuries and family
pictures . I didn't even have a mirror which
was a big predicament for me!

When I first went on to the Liberian
Refugee Camp I was shocked at the amount
of space there was for the amount of people
who had to live there - approximately
30,000 people in total . The camp was full of
life with loud music playing, people chatting
and laughing . It was hard for me to believe
they were so happy, knowing the heartache
they have lived through and continue to live
through . I imagined what it would be like
not knowing where my mother was, or if she
was even alive . I imagined that I hadn't
seen my brothers or sisters for 15 years or
had any contact with them during that time.
Well, if I'm honest, I tried but couldn't really
come close to imagining scenarios like these
that the majority of these people have
suffered and survived, albeit undamaged.

As I walked around the camp everyone
said, 'Hello' and 'Welcome to Ghana'. It made
me think how unfriendly English people can
often be, especially when it comes to
welcoming foreigners . I thought these people
have a lot more reason to be unpleasant and
hostile having experienced such terrible
atrocities during times of conflict in Liberia
compared to the minor worries we have. The
dilemma of whether I might be home in time
to watch Eastenders doesn't quite match,
does it? Straight away I appreciated
everything I had a whole lot more.

Even though I was going to Africa to
volunteer, teaching English to Liberian
children, I wasn't fully prepared for what I
was expected to do. The school was
little more than a mud hut which
was a classroom for four
different abiity groups with
more than fifty children being
taught all at the same time.
Hectic is not the word.

My class was 4-8 year olds
who knew very little English

or Maths. As soon as I entered, the children
rushed towards me, eager to hug me, to
touch my hair and discover the contents of
my bag . I was an exotic foreigner, attractive
and different . These children, however, were
as normal as any I have met, wanting to play
around but they also liked to learn . Having
to control a class of 15 children of that age
by myself was an enormous challenge but
one I soon learned to tackle . I would teach
them to count to twenty aloud and we
would clap and chant, turning it into a song
to make the learning fun . Their sense of
rhythm was amazing - another
characteristic that showed up we Brits (we
aren't exactly known for our great sense of
rhythm, are we?)!

I had taken out some colouring books,
colouring pencils, writing pencils and some
exercise books with me which brought great
excitement to the kids who had probably
never seen such things in their lives, let
alone owned any. It was so heart-warming
to see how much happiness and joy they got
out of having their own piece of paper and
pencil to write with.

Not only did I love and admire the great
spirit of these people, old and young alike,
but also the variety of food on offer . No
McDonalds or Burger King, just fresh,
delicious, healthy fruit and veg . I got to
know the stall-holders as I visited them
daily, especially the roasted plantain lady
who would greet me so warmly every
morning as I past. Fresh mangoes and
pineapples in abundance were so juicy. I
don't think I'll ever enjoy fruit again as
much as I did in Ghana.

Before my visit to Ghana and the Liberian
Refugee Camp I was warned not to give
anyone any money because there is such
great need that you can't help everyone.
However, I decided that I had gone there to
help as many people as I could, and if that
meant giving a few as much as I could
afford then that's what I would do . Even
giving 5000 cedes could help feed a family a
proper meal - the equivalent of less than
one pound . I wanted to help everyone but
knew that was impossible but it wouldn't
stop me trying to help some, even in a
tiny way.

My time in Africa taught me not to
take things for granted . It didn't make me
think how poor these people are;

instead, how rich and lucky we
are.
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"Not all officers
are gentlemen"

If you have leadership potential you could make a great Army officer -
whether you're male or female.

With the right qualities and plenty of determination, you'll get through the
selection process and be well rewarded for your efforts . You'll earn a good
salary, travel the world, experience great job satisfaction - and be supported
all the way. Financial help is available in the form of a sponsored Army
scholarship at school, a Gap Year Commission on officer pay, or a bursary
to help you through university.

If you are interested, then contact your Careers Department or:
Colonel (Retd) Mark Watts, Army Careers Adviser (Officers),
South West Schools, Wyvern Barracks, Exeter, Devon EX2 6AE.

The Army is committed to Equal Opportunities.

!01392 492512
or visit www.armyofficer.mod.uk ,



Music Report

Alive with the Sound of Singing
by Rachel Marsh, Yr 12

Adrenalin was running high as I stood

outside Exeter School, awaiting my
National Youth Choir audition . As I
walked through the door, Peter
Adcock, a familiar face I'd seen on
many past musical occasions at

Stover, greeted me with a cheery
smile. He was going to accompany me
in my audition . After a very intense
warm up, I felt my voice was prepared

for what was about to come as I kept
my eyes fixed on the audition hall
door waiting for the previous singer
to make their exit . Slowly the door
opened and a voice from the hall said
'Next, Rachel Marsh' I briskly rose

from my seat, clutching music in
hand, and with an optimistic attitude
walked into the audition room.

I looked around the spacious room

and approached the stage where I
was going to sing . Two men sitting at
a large table looked up at me and
told me to start when I was ready. The
journey began! By the time I reached
my last piece, my nerves had

disappeared . As I was singing 'I can't

say no' from the musical 'Oklahoma ',

I even took delight in conveying my

character from the musical by using
expressive actions and comical
gestures up and down the stage . From
what I could see by the main judge's
facial expression, this brought a smile
to his face. To finish off the audition,

I was asked to do some very bizarre
vocal exercises, even though at this
point I thought the man had totally

'gone off the hook', as he was making
me sound like a car siren on certain
vowel sounds. Strange? Definitely not
for The National Youth Choir, as I
have now experienced many fun

warm up techniques on all three of
my courses! However, these vocal
exercises really did test my vocal
range and ability and afterwards I
came out of the room with some
relief.

Weeks passed quickly, and I soon
woke up to the noise of footsteps
approaching my front door. I rushed
down stairs to see the post on the

doorstep . I rummaged through to find
a letter addressed to me . Funnily
enough, eagerness to know my result
didn't give me the urge to tear it
open straight away. Instead in a cool
and calm manner I sat down, opened
the top of the envelope slowly and
carefully pulled the letter out . As
soon as I saw the words 'You have

been offered a place into The
National Youth Training Choir of

Great Britain as an alto', my adrenalin
rush immediately came back and I
danced around the room with pure
happiness, crying with delight . I also

managed to fall over and sprain my
ankle at the same time!

The mission of The National Youth
Choir is to produce world-class
standard of performance from young
singers of the highest quality through
secure training, progressive learning

and a supportive atmosphere.
I have now been on three courses,

each of which last a week with two

concerts at the end, usually one
formal and one informal . In order to
get support for my course payment I
turned to the Stover Phyllis Dence
Fund . The School's past headmistress,

Phyllis Dence, set up this fund in
order to assist musicians with fees for
instrumental tuition and musical
courses such as my National Youth
Choir course . For more information

about this fund, please contact our
head of music, Mr Lee or Mrs Bradley.
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My first course was at Bloxham
School in Oxfordshire . When I arrived
there it really did feel like my first
day at school, as I was overloaded

with luggage and stumbling
everywhere, but that didn't stop the
exciting things that awaited me inside
the hall . New friends were made,

music was handed to me instantly,
and we were soon straight into our
first rehearsal . Some of our repertoire
consisted of Handel's 'Zadok the
Priest', Lotti's 'Crucifixus', Holst's 'Ave
Maria, Cole Porter's 'Night and Day'
and the traditional folk song
'Shenandoah' arranged by Erb . I can
remember the first time we did a full
run through of Zadok' I had not yet
experienced the choir's full sound . As
the piano introduction led up to the
voice entry, the first chord that was
sung was astonishing, so astonishing
it gave me shivers down my spine . I
had the same experience when we
performed in Birmingham Symphony
Hall for The National Youth Choir's
21st Birthday Concert . Along with the
girls and boys choirs, The National
Youth Choir, Reunion Choirs (old

members of NYC) and Laudibus, there
were a total of over 800 singers on
the stage, under the direction of Mike
Brewer with guest conductors Sir

David Willcocks and John Rutter. The
sound was incredible! As it was our
birthday all 800 singers burst into the
traditional NYC happy birthday song
(which, believe me, isn't your normal
happy birthday song as it's in

harmony and four parts, with the
basses providing the accompaniment)
again filling the Symphony Hall . For
the rest of my life I will never forget

this great experience.
As well as 9 hours of singing per

day, we do have social activities
which include quiz night, cabaret,

DVD night, salsa dancing and party
night. These are always great fun as
they are the best way to make even
more friends, get to know all the
fantastic staff and also make a total
fool of yourself in Cabaret sketches.

The National Youth Training Choir

has now become a major part of my
life and I would like to thank Mr
Packer, Dr Key, Mrs Lean, my wicked
singing teacher Mrs Farleigh and the

Phyllis Dence Fund for giving me the
opportunity to have this experience.
The composer John Rutter writes 'I

urge every music lover to hear this
marvellous choir . The Times
comments 'Delicious precision : most
of the world's choirs would die for
their clean, blazing sound' I really do
feel so privileged.
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Inter-House Music/Festival of Performing Arts
a The Phyllis Dence Memorial Concert
The first half of the evening's programme was given
by the Kotel Ensemble - an exciting group from
Bulgaria - dressed in traditional, beautiful hand-
made costumes, they brought with them a very
special preserved tradition - 'Eastern European Folk
Music : Their virtuosity, energy and stunning
performances on traditional instruments made them
a joy to watch and hear.

The second half of the concert began with the
House Song Event . The girls had spent most of the
day learning their choice for the competition which
was judged by the members of the Kotel Ensemble.
This year the music was taken from the James Bond
movie themes and arranged by Mrs . Lean.

House Song Event:
"James Bond" arranged by J .M . Lean
Whole School : " You only live twice"
Mary House : "Live and let die"; "The world is not
enough"
Victoria House : "Nobody does it better"; "Diamonds
are forever"
Elizabeth House : "From Russia with love";
"Goldfinger"
Whole School : "James Bond theme"

Phyllis Dence Memorial Concert
This part of the evening gave the girls a chance to
perform individually as well as in groups and
featured dance, drama and music. This year's
performers were:
Claire Ryan - Cello
Laura Phillips - Modern Dance
Rachel Marsh - Violin and Voice
Hannah Nicolson - Flute
Sara-Jane Lee - Drama
Jessica Wass - Ballet
Emily Simpson - Violin
Christina Warn - Voice
Chamber Choir - Conducted by Mr. Graham
Williams
Chamber Orchestra - Conducted by Mrs . J . Lean

Commendation certificates for work in
Performing Arts:
Year 6 : Laura Bennett ; Chloe Fairbrother ; Henrietta

Pritchard-Barrett
Year 7 : Naomi Hook ; Lydia Martin ; Evette Slinger
Year 8 : Lucy Theobald ; Hannah Gower ; Lucy Saad
Year 9 : Jenna Brittan ; Olivia Hamilton ; Emily

Sames
Performing Arts Student of the Festival 2005 -
Poppy Piper-Smith - Year 9

At the end of the evening, a presentation was made
to Mrs. Farleigh who has left Stover following the
birth of her daughter - Isabella . Mr. Packer paid
tribute to her professionalism, hard work and
unflagging enthusiasm which she brought to the
Music department.

Her love of music and strength of character have
been passed on to many students and her interest
and boundless energy have inspired and encouraged
many students to fulfil their potential.

Music scholars
The music scholars at Stover work incredibly hard
throughout the year, giving freely their time and
talents over and over again to all the events that
take place throughout the busy school year . Their
dedication and professionalism are much
appreciated by the staff and parents.

Music scholars 2004 - 2005
Claire Ryan

	

Year 13 Cello
Rachel Marsh

	

Year 12 Voice, Violin, Flute, Piano
Laura Baker

	

Year 11 Voice, Piano
Laura Nicolson

	

Year 11 Violin, Voice, Piano
Christina Warn

	

Year 11 Voice, Flute
Jessica Wass

	

Year 11 Voice, Flute, Piano
Lucy Webber

	

Year 11 Flute, Piano
Siobhan Mullins Year 9 Flute, Piano
Hannah Nicolson Year 8 Voice, Flute, Piano
Imogen Holmes Year 6 Violin, Voice, Piano

Music Scholarships are awarded annually after
competitive examinations held in January.
Scholarships are graded in value according to the
promise and potential of a candidate . There is
flexible entry for music scholarships at the ages of
10+, 13 or 16.

Students gaining scholarships aged 10+ will be
reviewed on entering years 9 and 11 . It may be
necessary for students to re-sit the scholarship if
they wish to take their musical studies further at
GCSE level and A level.

It is expected that music scholars will reach at
least grade 6 standard by the age of 15 . Grade 7 /
8 standard is expected for scholarship entry into the
6th form.

Scholars are expected to perform regularly both
in and out of school both as soloists and as part of
the school's choirs and ensembles . Each scholar
receives a fortnightly tutorial, which provides them
with the opportunity to further their musical
training in performance, aural,
theory, composition
and history.
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Peripatetic lessons
Over 50% of the students within the
junior and senior schools receive
instrumental tuition, and their success in
examinations and performances is due to
the hard work of the peripatetic staff.
This dedication and enthusiasm is much
appreciated by everyone involved in the
music department.

Peripatetic staff
Percussion

	

Miss M . Hiley
Piano

	

Mr. P. Hurst
Cello/Piano

	

Mrs . H . Wills
Flute/Voice

	

Mrs . S. Farleigh
Brass

	

Mr. M . Holland
Violin/Viola

	

Mrs. C . Hayek
Recorder/Piano

	

Miss L Cross
Piano

	

Mrs. E.
Rainsford-McMahon

Piano

	

Mrs. A . Brown
Clarinet/Saxophone Mr. T. Lakeman
Flute

	

Mrs. A . Ayling
Guitar

	

Mr. P. Hill
Piano

	

Mrs. J . Baldwin

Congratulations to Mrs. Ayling on the
birth of her son James who decided to
make an appearance 10 weeks early!

Stover Music Activities
Many instrumental ensembles, choirs and
orchestral rehearsals take place on a
weekly basis giving the girls the
opportunity to learn a wide variety of
musical styles.

Weekly activities in the senior school
are:

Chamber orchestra - Grade 4/5 and above

Chamber choir - Years 6 - 13

Senior Vocal Group - Year 10 - 13

String ensemble - Grade 4/5 and above

Flute ensemble - Grade 3/4 and above

Clarinet/Sax ensemble - Grade 2 a above

Brass ensemble - Grade 1 and above

Jubilee singers - Years 6 and 7

Theory of music - Grade 1 and above

Christmas Musical Evening for
Cancer Research
The Senior Vocal Group was invited to
sing for Cancer Research . The Entrance
Hall was completely full as the singers
burst into song with Gaudete - complete
with piano, drums and tambourine. This
was followed by a beautiful rendition of
Michael Heal's The Little Road to
Bethlehem sung by Laura Baker. The
Vocal Group then performed I Saw a
Maiden which was specially composed by
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Mr. Williams who was directing the music
that evening . Two enchanting and
poignant performances followed -
Rocking, sung by Rachel Marsh, and 0
Sleep Thou Heavenly Treasure sung by the
choir. Other solos were given by Alexia
Mills, Laura Nicolson and January Roberts
- with instrumental obligato parts
performed by Lucy Webber and Charlotte
Austin . The concert finished with
everyone singing The twelve days of
Christmas and a vote of thanks was given
to all the musicians who had taken part.

Lunch-time concert at Exeter
Cathedral
On March 8th the school musicians were
privileged to be able to give a concert in
Exeter Cathedral, proceeds of which were
to be given to the Tsunami Appeal Fund.
The Senior Vocal Group and Chamber
Choir, under the direction of Mr . Williams
and accompanied on the piano by Mr.
Hurst and the drums by Mr. Packer, gave a
varied programme to an appreciative
audience . Solos were sung by Alexia Mills,
Laura Baker and Christina Warn and the
Chamber Orchestra, directed by Mrs. Lean,
also contributed to a warmly received
programme.

BBC Radio 2 Sunday Half-Hour
Recording
On Thursday February 24th 2005 Chamber
Choir and Senior Vocal Group were invited
to Abbotsbury Church in order to make a
recording for the BBC's Sunday Half-Hour
programme . Also involved were the
Callington Singers, and the music was
under the direction of Mr. Williams.
Hymns included in the programme were:
Tell Out My Soul; Shall We Not Love Thee
Mother Dear, with solos by Christina Warn
and Rachel Marsh ; Glorious Things of
Thee Are Spoken featuring a guest
appearance by Mrs. Farleigh . The Stover
school choirs sang Father 1 Place Into Your
Hands with solos from Laura Baker, Jessica
Wass and January Roberts and a flute
descant played by Hannah Nicolson . The
programme was broadcast twice, once in
March - on Mothering Sunday, and on St.
George's Day in April .



Sports Report

Sports Day, Friday, 1st July 2005

Third time lucky as they say, and we certainly were . Finally, Sports

Day for the third time took off with the 800m race . Yet however

long, tiring and wet it was, Sports Day was certainly a major

success for all houses. Though the heavens opened on a number

of occasions we were still able to battle through with surprising

results.

Two sportsmen were able to win new school records while others

won National qualifying times or scores . Nikita Higginson, who

qualified for the Nationals this year, was only one who was able to

hurdle her way to the top. In the lower part of Senior School,

Nikita Higginson (Mary House) and Vicky Stark (Victoria House) -

already known for their brilliant running and hurdling skills

between them - were presented the 'Junior Cup for Sports: As the

senior section of Stover has no cup for the most recognised

sportswoman, Amy Wyatt-Haines, also known for superb athletic
skills, was given the Intermediate cup this year.

Tensions were high when the Inter House Sports Cup was placed
on the centre of the award table . Fingers were counting who had

won the most events. Coming third, but with dignity, was Mary;

coming second was Elizabeth House only whiskers away from

Victoria House who gladly took the cup into their excited hands!

Hannah Gower 8G



Sports Report

HOCKEY
The hockey season proved to be a testing
time for all the teams with a mixture of
wins and losses . Our under 12 and under
13 teams did especially well this season
and we look forward to them progressing
next year. This season's most impressive
results were against KEVICC and
Coombeshead . The under 11 team
produced some notable results also,
especially at a tournament at Exeter
School where they came 3rd in their
group and 5th overall . Unfortunately, the
senior team were defeated in every game.
However, with renewed enthusiasm as a
young squad we will look to build on this
and hopefully, with our wonderful county
goal keeper and this year's captain's
determination we will increase the hockey
victories . Well done to all the teams.

Inter-House Hockey Results
1st

	

Mary
2nd

	

Elizabeth
3rd

	

Victoria

County Hockey Trials
K Hildred - selected for Devon U18

Hockey Squad
R Cardale - selected to represent area at

Devon Hockey Trials

CROSS COUNTRY
This season has produced some outstanding
results both for individuals and with overall
team placing . The junior girls came 1st
overall at the South Devon Area Trials
receiving a shield, with Monique Pattrick
(3rd individually) being awarded a Bronze
medal . The intermediate girls also did well
at the trials, coming 3rd overall with
Jasmine Holmes receiving the top
individual placing coming in 10th.
Charlotte Ward has had a fabulous season
coming 8th at the Devon Championships
which qualified her for the South West
Championships where she came 35th - a
great achievement . All those in the cross
country teams have really dedicated
themselves to training hard which included

pre-school sessions with Miss Goodall, so
the success received was well deserved and
next session the squads are keen to achieve
more.

Congratulations to everyone who
contributed to the remarkable triumphs!

Inter-House Cross Country Results
1st

	

Elizabeth
2nd

	

Mary
3rd

	

Victoria

INTER-HOUSE GYM a DANCE
This inter-house event is the culmination
of all the hard work both by the girls and
the PE staff which always produces a
range of routines at a high standard . This
year produced two individual winners,
Amy Wyatt-Haines and Emily Sames, who
really stood out with their complicated
routines which incorporated tumbles and
twists at almost every stage. The
performance of the day was by the
Elizabeth House Sports-Acro Group:
Emma Wyatt-Haines, Jasmine Holmes and
Alice O'Rourke . Their performance was
highly commendable and very enjoyable
to watch . There was such a high number
of students wanting to participate and
perform display dances that,
unfortunately, not everyone had the
opportunity. However, with help from
older students all the routines were
brought together and polished off.

Congratulations to all the winners and
participants.

Overall Winners
1st

	

Elizabeth
2nd

	

Victoria
3rd

	

Mary

NETBALL
All the netball teams have had a
wonderful season. The under 14 team
finished 3rd in their group at the Area
Tournament. The U18 and U12 teams had
convincing wins over Plymouth College,
40 - 5 and 14 - 5 respectively. Also the
U12 to U16 teams all enjoyed equally
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convincing wins over Trinity College . The
senior team was incredibly successful
across the season and considering the
youth of the team next year looks to be
another incredibly successful season.
Stover's netball reputation has grown
from strength to strength over the last
two years and as more talented players
begin to emerge throughout the school
the teams results and abilities seem to
improve continually. With very few losses
across the school (and those that occurred
were hard fought matches, such as
against Kelly College), I hope next year we
will continue our success and play more
challenging matches to stretch our teams'
abilities. An extremely great season.
Congratulations to all the team members.

Inter-House Netball Results
1st

	

Mary
2nd

	

Elizabeth
3rd

	

Victoria

County Netball Trials
• Natasha Corner was selected for the

U18 West Devon County Netball Squad
• Christina Warn and Emma Wyatt-

Haines were selected for U16 West
Devon County Netball Squad

• Megan Higginson was selected for the
U14 West Devon Development Squad

• Lauren Embury - U14 Exeter Satellite
Development Academy

Area Netball
Emma Wyatt-Haines, Christina Warn, Lucy
Batchelor - all selected for Squad

ROUNDERS
The season was mixed with some wins and
a few losses. The senior squads didn't
have any matches due to exams, which
was unfortunate, but the younger teams
had some good wins over schools such as
Bramdean and Trinity. There were also
some very tight matches against Kelly
College . However, the U12 and U13s
managed to win both proving some real
talent and teamwork as Kelly has a very
good sporting reputation . The short term
prevented there being more matches but
the teams will have another chance next
year to compete again . Well done
everyone involved .

Natasha Corner

KELLY PREP COMPETITION
On Sunday, 12 June I was chosen to represent my school in a very important competition.
It was the National Prep-Schools Qualifiers for the Nationals in Birmingham . The
competition was being held at Kelly College Prep School . Miss Goodall had entered me
for the 100m, shot put and relay.

The coach left school at 9 .30am and we got to Kelly at around 11am. If you came 1st
or 2nd in your event you would automatically qualify for the Nationals where you would
be against different schools from all over England.

My first event was shot put . I was quite nervous but stayed calm and managed to
throw 6.77m which was a new personal best. After the third round, the man read out our
positions . I was amazed when he said, "Second place, Alice Blower from Stover School ."

I had done it; I was going to the Nationals! I felt so pleased as it was my first
competition in shot put . I couldn't get too excited as I still had two more events to do.
In 100m there were two heats. I got through to the final but didn't make the qualifying
time. Then it was my final event, the relay. Our team consisted of (in running order)
Alice Blower, Beth Chisholm, Imogen Holmes and Megan Higginson . Overall we came
4th.

I was very pleased with all my results and am looking forward to going to Birmingham
for the first time!

Overall, eleven people qualified for the Nationals in Birmingham . Naturally, Mrs Craven
and Miss Goodall are very pleased!

	

Alice Blower, Year 6
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Careers Fair

An Afternoon with the R .A .F.
Year Nine were very excited - only three lessons on Thursday
30th June . There was the attempted Sports Day in the
morning (abandoned after twenty minutes) and a whole
afternoon of team work in the afternoon.

We all assembled outside Jubilee Hall at around 2pm, in our
sports tracksuits, hoping to get muddy and wet and naturally
interested in the prospect of 'young men in uniform' - this
was an armed force after all! But our hopes were dashed:
Ron and "Cat" turned out to be a charming, middle-aged man
and an enthusiastic woman and we would not be sliding
around getting filthy but learning how to communicate with
each other, teamwork, listening skills and, most importantly,
not to be afraid to voice our ideas and opinions.

We thoroughly enjoyed involving ourselves in "Cat" and Ron's
"games", especially the "Avalanche" We had to pretend there
was an avalanche on the school ski trip and we had to reach
five First Aid boxes and bring them back - the catch was we
had to be silent in the "avalanche" area . This was pretty
tough for all of us because, as all of the members of staff
know, Year Nine love to make a lot of noise ; despite this we
managed to keep our mouths shut 	 most of the time . We all
worked together, thanks to Emily's idea of Year 9 unity (and
Poppy using her loud voice outside the "avalanche" area . . . .)
and had the task completed within twenty minutes despite

having five people "blinded"

At the end of this action packed
afternoon we thanked Ron and Cat for
coming and, to our delight, we
received free R.A .F. wristbands - a
must-have in today's fashion
conscious world . We ended on a
high note with Mr Barter, with his
trusty digital camera taking
photographs .

On Wednesday 29th June, Year
8 had their Career Impact Day

A lady called Laura Jeffrey
came in from the Construction
Industry Training Board. We
all sat in groups and she told
us about the Company and
what we were going to be
doing . We decided between
us in our groups who were
creative people and who
were the more practical.

We were given a paper and
had to answer questions
about houses and studding
measurements . The
creative side then had to
plan out a housing estate
using paper houses, they
had to make sure that all
houses got some sun,
then they had to write a review.

The practical side had to build a miniature house using real
small bricks and cement, putting in doors, windows and a roof.

I found out that building walls is not really my sort of thing as
our walls looked very wonky and unfortunately did not
resemble the building skills of the Great Wall of China!

However, it was great fun and I really enjoyed myself even if it
was a bit messy and not very successful! At the end we all got
pink fluffy souvenir 'bugs' to remind us of the day.

Everyone had lots of fun and we were all proud of our houses
- I don't know how many of us will become builders though!!

Imogen Middleton 9C
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Charity Events

Tsunami South Asia Disaster AppealHead Girl, Claire Ryan, began chairing a
committee to raise funds for this appeal
after the horrific natural disaster on
Boxing Day 2004 . The committee
successfully generated enormous energy
and activity by pupils who arranged a
cake stall, a car washing service,
entertainments, a raffle at the Phyllis
Dence concert and many other exciting
and creative activities. Year 8 produced a
memorable and moving assembly to raise
awareness throughout the Senior School
and to help motivate students in their
efforts to raise funds.

Claire Ryan wrote a letter of thanks to
all students, parents, teachers and The
Friends of Stover involved with the fund-
raising which was published in the late
Spring Newsletter:

"I would like to say a very huge thank
you to everyone who very generously
gave to our Tsunami project . In total we
have raised £2186 .14 which is an
excellent amount .

We have already sent off one Rotary
Club 'Shelterbox' just before half-term
which cost £490 and then the rest of the
money raised is going to a community in
Sri Lanka where were are going to be
sponsoring a number of fishing boats so
that the people affected can continue
their livelihoods. This is being organised
by Mr Garner and a selected committee.

There have been a number of fun
events that have helped us to raise the
money. These include : a Mufti Day, a cake
sale, car washing, a movie evening and
sponging Mr Barter, Mr Baillie and Mr
Shaw! In addition, there was a superb
lunchtime concert in Exeter Cathedral
organised by Mr Williams, with
performances by the Chamber Choir,
Senior Vocal Group, Chamber Orchestra
and brilliant solos from Alexia Mills, Laura
Baker, Christina Warn and Rachael Marsh .

The raffle held at the Inter-House Music
competition was a great success and from
that we raised £183 and a kind thank you
to everyone who donated such wonderful
prizes. I would also like to say thank you
to The Friends of Stover who very kindly
donated £200 from their silent auction
held in February.

It is wonderful that everyone came
together and contributed to this very
heart-felt and worthy cause . Thank you
very much ."

In some small way, we at Stover have
helped to alleviate the desperation, sorrow
and tragedy of the Tsunami of 26th,
December 2004.
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Charity Events

Christian Aid Walk 2005
On a sunny Saturday morning in May, 19 Stover pupils (ranging from year 3
to year 8), many parents and a few teachers (!) gathered at Newton Abbot
Racecourse for the annual Christian Aid Walk . Hundreds of people joined the
line to register their logbooks, eagerly anticipating the start of the walk ; the
queue stretched around the whole length of the stands.

Eventually everybody was registered and we were off! People ran, walked
and sauntered round and round the racecourse waving at friends and family
as they went past the start. All of the Stover pupils (and staff) successfully
completed the walk and more importantly, raised a huge sum of money for
the cause . The total sum raised this year by Stover pupils and staff was over
£1000. Money raised goes to Christian Aid funded projects in Ghana,
Burkina Faso and Mali.

Well done to all that took part .

Mrs S. Kensington

On a sunny Saturday in May at Newton
Abbot Racecourse we all started arriving
and the atmosphere was buzzing . As we
all got our card stamped the thought of
walking ten miles was a little daunting.

After waiting for a while in the stands
we were summoned to the start line and
had our picture taken by lots of
photographers then we started.

As the sun beat down on our heads and
we had completed the first lap we decided
to run some of the laps . We really started
to enjoy ourselves and the laps went by
very quickly.

Mrs Kensington, Mrs Coyne-Stacey and
Mr Barter were there from Stover and
quite a few pupils . As we were on our
fifth lap Mr Barter caught up with us, as
we raced Mr Barter ran a bit too close to
the ditch and the next thing we knew he
was lying face down across it! At first we
did not know what to do, but in the end
we were all laughing - even Mr. Barter! It
was a shame we did not have a camera!
He staggered to his feet and stumbled (on
the wrong side of the track) to the small
bridge that went over the ditch . And he
thought he could beat us in a race!! We
then walked for a bit before we carried on
running.

We then stopped for some lunch . Soon
to follow was Mr. Barter who joined us.
He had a glass of wine and we talked and
talked about Ten Tor and the Duke of
Edinburgh Awards and why we should do
them. After ages of thinking up talents
for Alex and I there seemed no reason
why we shouldn't. We saw Mrs K. but she
was a lap behind and couldn't join us for
our lunch . Soon after our visit with Mrs
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K . we set off. We were in the lead apart
from Alex's little sister who kept deciding
to give us races and winning. Mr Barter,
however, was rather slow on the last lap
or two, giving us the lead from him . We
were nearing the end . We had a sprint
finish and I won.

We waited . . .and waited . . .. Mr. Barter or
Mrs. K . were both nowhere to be seen . In
the end we decided to go and look for
them just in case Mr. Barter had fallen
down another ditch . We found them
both and walked with them to the finish.
There were many people still walking
around the track and we were really
pleased that we had raised money for
Christian Aid .

By Alex Michael 8C-S
and Amy Weekes 8J
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Rhiannon Main : To me the Christian
Aid walk is a great way to raise
money for charity. I mean you don't
have to have qualifications ; you just
need a bit of determination . I think
Christian Aid is a great charity to
support because it helps people in
Africa . Come on, let's get walking,
we've only got 10 miles to go!

Lizzie Michael: It was a sunny
but windy day. Ten miles
sounded quite a long way but
with my friends and my sister
with me, it was really fun to
do - we did a lot of running.
It was good to do it for the
poor people in Africa and I
hope all our sponsor money
helps them .



Year 6-
Most Memorable Moments of the Year

BONFIRE NIGHT - BANG!

	

FIRE
Nicole Foulkes : The black blotch of
smoke grew larger by the second ; I
could spot red flames now and then,
but this mountain of smoke in the air
was unlike anything I had ever seen in
my uninteresting life . It was out of
control! At Stover the blackness in the
polluted sky was almost frightening.

OK, it was the fire at Trago Mills, and
it was pretty scary at the time . I'm
sure you agree! You must be able to
remember it. I certainly can.

On the freshly cut terraces there
were some pupils singing happily while
dancing with arms linked, "Trago Mills
is burning down, burning down . . ." It
was unbelievable ; I couldn't believe
what was happening . Rumours were
blowing around like wind about "how
it was started on purpose" and
"Stover's going to be blown up" and
silly comments like that.

I rushed into our locker room to get
my PE kit . It was cross-country. My
friends and I in our silk house shorts
and muddy white t-shirts (from the
puddles dotted everywhere) were
jogging happily down into the woods
below the Senior School main building.
The bulls next to us were grunting and
making horrendously unpleasant
noises, while we entered the wood in
front of us.

Gradually, about five minutes later, I
caught a scent of smoke, then more as
we ran on . I smelt more and everyone
else must have smelled the revolting
smell for we had to turn around and
rushed back up to the school . All of
the smoke was gathering around the
school as if it was trying to suffocate
us . Most of the remaining pupils were
lounging untidily in the Jubilee Hall in
their form groups and were constantly
chattering nervously to one another
about this thrilling moment.

The teachers were murmuring at the
front of the hall while my friends and I
sat agonizingly "on our toes"!
Suddenly there came an announcement
from the teachers that we were to be
sent home and in the next minute all I
could hear and see were people
rummaging in their huge bags looking
for their phones. Slowly, Jubilee Hall
grew quieter and then I was out in the
fresh air being taken to my car, the sky
was blue clear and the black mountain
was no longer there . Most of that day
was tragic but one minute that made
my day was . . . . a reporter interviewed
me for the first time and it was
broadcast on television!

	

J

Rhiannon Maine : People were rambling around snuggled up in their big coats and
bobble hats - red, blue, black, Berghaus, Reebok, Nike - they were all there.

Spinning, light gadgets and flashing, fluffy, hairband gizmos . Long, flashing beams
being worn as headbands, necklaces or even swords.

A roaring fire and a blaze and a bang, while sparks flew off. Then a baby cried and
an adult shouted, children yelled and an old granny croaked.

In the air you could smell smoke and food . The smoke filled up the lungs of little
people while the food filled up their tummies.

Then, everyone went silent, so as to let the bang, crack, whoosh of the firework do
its solo on the drums while the Catherine Wheel came on the violin . The Roman
Candles then came marching in and signalled off their spectacle . Sparklers started
writing the words of wonder on the black velvet that lay above us . They did their
ensemble, then the crowd applauded . "Ooh, aah" and "Golly, that was fantastic!"
They were right. Golly, that was excellent.

CINDERELLA
Caroline Hickey : Everyone knows the classic fairy tale so in Performing Arts my
friends and I decided to give a makeover with a secret twist . Of course, we needed to
keep the essential characters . These included : Prince Charming, the Ugly Sisters, the
Fairy Godmother and the flawless Cinderella . With all these characters we needed a
first class cast. To play Prince Charming I hired the well-established actress Laura
Bennett. To play the Ugly Sisters I recruited the fabulous Franky Coby and myself
(Caroline Hickey) . To play the Fairy Godmother I asked the fantastic Francesca
Anderson. Finally, last but not least, to play Cinderella I was pleased to assign this role
to the courageous Chloe Fairbrother.

Rehearsals were started as soon as possible and even thought it was a lot of hard
work, I could tell everyone was enjoying themselves immensely . In just under two
weeks we had almost finished the basic parts of the play . Up until now everything
had been running like clockwork . With just two weeks before the final performance
our attention was drawn to extras like make-up and costumes. In these next two
weeks the tension started to show, but everybody seemed to be working harder than
ever. We began to cram in more and more rehearsals, sometimes even using up the
whole of our lunch times to practise.

Soon the day of the performance dawned and as soon as I walked into the hall I
could sense that the room was full of very nervous people . Ms Absalom called out a
group's name and they went on stage to perform . During all the other excellent
performances my friends and I frantically applied make-up . Then our name was called
and we all rushed on stage to set up our props.

As soon as we began it was over in a flash . The applause at the end was magical.
As a group we loved working together but I haven't told you what really happened in
our story. In the classic tale it all ends happily ever after but not in our story. Instead
of Cinderella winding up with Prince Charming, the Evil Fairy Godmother stole him

\from right under her nose! So I guess not all stories have happy endings . ..

ROMAN PICNIC
Georgia West and Chloe Fairbrother : We had been studying The Romans in History,
so for an end of term treat a group of people who had already finished their previous
assignment got together and started to plan this wonderful event . They told us what
to bring and what to wear and that we would be playing lots of fun Roman games.
They adapted the Roman food to more palatable modern food, for example sugar
mice for dormice and red jelly instead of cows' brains!

The big day arrived . We were so excited that we couldn't eat any lunch . We all
dressed up after house assembly in our unusual but wonderful togas.

All Year 6 got their home made shields and marched outside in turtle formation.
We got into groups of three and spent a while playing some enjoyable Roman games.
Then we all went inside and had a splendid feast and had a great time, however we
had a little disruption from the thunder storm!
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Friends of Stover
A thriving and successful parent/teacher association

Friends of Stover (FOS) have had
another very successful year. We
have put on a variety of events. The
year started in the traditional way
with the Bonfire Night and Barn
dance. This is always a fun and
exciting way to celebrate Guy
Fawkes and this year was no
exception . The band Hips and Haws
kept us dancing all night. I am
always amazed at how much more
energy the children have than the
mums, dads and teachers . Although,
I will say, Sue Bradley was able to
keep up with most of them! We
also organised a Christmas shopping
trip to Bath again this year. The bus
was full of cheery shoppers who
managed to clear out most of the
shops – I think we might have to
line up another bus next year just to
put the shopping in!

The autumn term ended with the
FOS Annual Christmas Fair. Jubilee
Hall was transformed into a Winter
Wonderland . This event is put on
especially for the children. It gives
them an opportunity to shop for
their brothers and sisters, mums and
dads, and other friends and
relatives. The various stalls provided
plenty of spending opportunities
and once again, Susie Morris and
her team were waiting to offer a
free gift wrapping service to wrap

up surprise parcels ready for
Christmas Day.
This year also marked our first
personal visit from Father Christmas.
An elaborate grotto was erected by
Darren Thompson and was the
wonder of the smaller children. We
also had plenty of games for all
ages and we were pleased to see the
senior girls taking full part in all the
fun. One of the most popular
games was The Money Tree':
Children were given the chance to
win bags full of chocolate coins
donated by Francis Clark
Accountants . Glamour was added
to the day by Paula Steer who
turned a corner of Jubilee Hall into
a beauty parlour and painted
glittery fingernails all though the
afternoon.

Just as we all thought
our work was done
we started
organising the first
FOS Grand Auction.
And what a night it
was! The evening
started with a
champagne
reception followed
by a delicious
meal prepared by
Paul Milward and
his catering team.
The silent auction

was very competitive and some
parents nearly came to blows over
the luxury hamper donated by
Morrison's supermarket. Robin
Barlow, as auctioneer, warmed up
the crowd for the live auction . The
most popular lot was two tickets
for an England v. Italy Rugby Union
Match donated by Oliver Sweeney
Shoes. Prestige Furniture also
helped the pot by donating prizes
worth £500. At the end of the
evening, all 61 lots were sold and
an amazing £6,500 was raised.

The school year wound up for FOS
at the Family Fun Day. May can
always be a bit 'iffy' weather-wise
and this year was no exception!
The rain showers in the morning
dictated that we move most of our
stall into Jubilee Hall and the cream
teas into the canteen . But the
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Friends of Stover
A thriving and successful parent/teacher association

inclement weather did not put off

our cricketers or our loyal friends
and families who braved the

showers and came to enjoy all that
we had to offer. It was an exciting
day which saw helicopter rides

leaving from Stover School into the
grey skies above all day. Polo
Aviation kindly donated their

services and flew in the worst
weather, giving passengers
fascinating and dramatic views over
Newton Abbot, Bovey Tracey and

Dartmoor. Jubilee Hall was buzzing
with games and stalls to suit

everyone. The horse racing game

was very popular in which
participants had to don a t-shirt
the colour of their horse! The
younger children were treated to
parachute games and face painting
with Away with the Fairies. The

day ended with the raffle draw.
The top prize was a ticket for two
on a balloon flight.

Overall, FOS has had a fantastic
year. With the help of the children,
parents, teachers and staff we have
raised more that £13,000 for the
school and for the Devon Air

Ambulance service . We very
proudly handed over a cheque to
the Devon Air Ambulance at Junior
Speech Day for over £1300!

Our main project this year was to

raise funds for tiered seating . This
will give teachers and staff more

flexible use of Jubilee Hall for a
variety of events from major
assemblies and festivals to full-scale
concert and drama productions.
With the added support of the

Governors, we were able to purchase
this seating over the summer and it
will be in use this autumn for the
Senior School production of 'Oh,
What a Lovely War!"

We also donated £2000 to the

Nursery department . Additionally,

with funds raised, we were able to
buy two new tents . These were used

to keep our Stover School girls
warm at the cold and rainy (but very
successful) Ten Tors event this year.

On behalf of myself, the trustees
and fellow committee members, I
thank you all for making this past
year such a success. FOS has and
always will depend on the back up

of both the parents and the staff at
Stover School . We hope we can
count on your continued support
throughout the coming year. Good
luck to you all and have a great
year!

Sara Pelling
Chairperson FOS

2004-2005 FOS COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Sara Pelling, Chairperson • Aidan Hyland, Treasurer • Adele Rees, Secretary

Sue Barlow Sashi Gore Sally Edgington
Susie Morris Julie Fairbrother Lynne Hicks
Graham Rooke Sue Bradley Jackie Jorgensen

Jo Simpson Kirsty Hyland Craig Baillie
Darren Thompson Mandy Carlino Nicole Winston

Liz Evans Lino Carlino Matt Ayer
Thomas Packer Trudy Channon Sarah Hole
Gill Lang Kate Reece Sue Wilson
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Stover Portico Association
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At the Annual General Meeting and Luncheon held on
Sunday 22nd May 2005, the Chairman Patricia Parkin
confirmed that she wished to retire from the position
and also from the Committee . Miss Rachel Evans
stated that she also wished to retire from her position as
Deputy Chairman and the Committee, together with
Patricia (McMurrie) Revell and Dr. Pene Key. All had
served the Association in various capacities for many
years and hoped that their respective retirement would
encourage other younger members to serve on the
Committee.

Mary (McGahey) Downey was duly elected Chairman
with Julie (Major) Fairbrother Deputy. Retiring Head
Girl Claire Ryan and her Deputy Gemma Bishop were
elected to the two other vacancies on the Committee.

At a recent Committee meeting, a most interesting
talk with slides covering Stover ' s history was given by
the Bursar, Mr Stuart Drabble.

Debra (Newbury) Veal OBE had presented the prizes
this year at the Preparatory Speech Day. These
included the SPA Norrington Old Girls Cup for 2004 and
the Stover Portico Association Cup for 2004 .

Polly Vacher OBE had agreed to visit Stover in the
autumn term to give a talk to the pupils during the day.
Another talk had been arranged for the evening by SPA,
when it was hoped to include Members of the Friends'
Association, Staff and Parents.

The Annual London Reunion Lunch was held in March,
again proving most successful . A further date had been
provisionally booked for the same venue on March 25th
2006.

The death had been announced in May of Sheila (Didi
Crossman ) Smaridge.

The marriage had taken place recently of Debra
(Newbury) Veal OBE to Tim Searle, and Hayley (Newbury)
Barnard, Debra's twin sister has recently given birth to a
daughter, Robyn.

Debra is busy with talks about a new venture, this
time sailing solo . She recently took part in the leg of a
larger yacht race and we look forward to hearing details
of her next venture when they are confirmed.

Members are asked to provide the Secretary with their
email addresses so that they can be listed on the SPA
database . An updated address list should shortly be
finalised and will also be shown on the database
together with any items of SPA activities.

On behalf of all SPA members we wish success to Tom
and Janet Packer as they move on from Stover . They
were always most supportive and helpful to SPA.

We also congratulate Sue Bradley and wish her well on
her appointment as Stover's new Headmistress, and wish
Dr Pene Key, Chairman of the Board of Governors a
speedy recovery to full health.

Staff end of year celebration!



Duke of Edinburgh Awards 2004/05

On the weekend beginning July 11, a team
of Year 10s set out to go where no man has
gone before . Nope, just as far as Berry
Pomeroy.

Rose Ashby, Emma Harwood, Debs
Hosford and Serena Mitchell embarked on
the practice Silver Duke of Edinburgh
expedition . It was hot, sticky and very
tiring but more then anything, rewarding.
We set out painfully early in the morning
(about 8 .30) and many cereal bars, packets
of chewing gum and chocolate later, we
arrived at the campsite . Here we soothed
our aching feet in the stream and played
with the two rounders balls Rose had
brought . Unfortunately she wasn't very
good at juggling so it became Emma's job
to retrieve them from the stream . The meal
was a disaster ; Emma spilt the boiled water
but managed to catch the pasta neatly on
the plates. However when Debs finally
arrived at the picnic table, her plate was
more grass than pasta so there must have
been an accident somewhere between the
stove and the table.

The next day, the pain intensified in our
shoulders and we really felt the blisters
gained the day before . We are pleased to
say we did not get lost at all (we took a few
wrong paths but nothing like our bronze

walk where we couldn't get out of Stover
Country Park) . The bronze walk was just as
memorable ; there was a lapse in the
organisation of food so Emma had no
supper. Mr Barter kindly drove to Bovey
Tracey to buy super noodles. The practice
bronze walk was in sweltering heat -
Templer Way could have been the Sahara
Desert . The on-going joke during the
Bronze walk was Sara-Jane's int000ition;
less inclined to read the map, she relied
heavily on this intuition . Our Irish assessor,
George, referred to all the lanes we took as
'wee wigglies' and rest assured, the team
managed to squeeze a few jokes out of
this.

The walks strengthen friendships and
you see how your team mates react to
different situations and how they cope . We
came away with nicknames : Serena the
Mother Hen, Sara-Jane the Singing One
and the less fortunate Emma the One
Who's Afraid Of Cows. The expedition is
not the only part of the D of E award ; the
services, skills and physical recreations all
force you to do things that you would have
been far too lazy to do otherwise! Services
in particular made us realise how there are
so many interesting people in the world to
meet . D of E is a very good way of getting

fit ; the physical activities and expeditions
help improve stamina and fitness. We all
take away different lessons from Duke of
Edinburgh. Rose is just, rightly, very proud
of herself. Serena's navigation, campsite
and team skills have improved . Debs
realised that people with learning
difficulties and disabilities are intelligent,
are fun to be with and have a lot of love to
give . She devoted a significant amount of
her time to helping them and found it a
wonderful experience sharing in some of
this love . Emma has learnt valuable life
lessons and can now walk through a field
of cows with a little less trepidation -
carrying a stick is helpful ; if they come
towards you, don't run away but bash
them on the nose with your stick . Sara-
Jane learnt not to leave her socks on the
top of the tent D to dry out overnight
when the forecast is for rain.

Ultimately, these awards give a great
sense of achievement, can help to develop
characters and they change the way you
view life . We are all looking forward to
doing the assessed walk in the autumn.

Emma Harwood, Debs Hosford,
Sara-Jane Lee, Serena Mitchell

and Rose Ashby.

TEN TORS 2005
Mr Barter, Mrs de Montjoie and Mr Brown were very proud of the Ten Tors team this year . Sarah Buxton, Tabi Cottrell,

Georgie Leonard, Ceri Lloyd, Justine Richards and Bessie Salmon completed the 35 mile walk in record time and were

back to base by 1 .20pm Sunday lunchtime . Congratulations to the team all of whom excelled themselves, and all at

Stover take their hats off to you!

Stover Seloo, A1aga~l c 2'



Trip to London -Saturday, 25 June 2005

At the end of each academic year, the boarders go on a trip
somewhere special . This year the venue chosen was London and
it was wonderful to be able to extend the opportunity to day
girls and staff.

There was a great deal of excitement when the trip was
announced, particularly amongst Year 6 and the acceptance
slips flooded in . In the end, we had a party of 57 sign up for
what was to prove an exciting day.

Everyone met at Clockhouse at 5 .45am and after loading the
vast quantities of food and water on board, we set off at
6 .00am. We arrived in London about 10 .30am which gave us
the chance to do some shopping in Covent Garden . The girls
returned with smiling faces to the coach an hour later laden
down with their purchases.

Our next stop was the London Eye . For many of us this was
the first time we had seen this amazing structure and the sight
is indeed truly awesome . Thankfully, the visibility was pretty
good and we were able to see many of the sights of the capital
city : Buckingham Palace, Palace of Westminster, BT Tower,
Nelson's Column, St Paul's Cathedral, Horseguards Parade, to
name but a few. The cameras were clicking non-stop!

Onwards to the next scheduled item : a cruise on a riverboat
down the River Thames. This allowed us to see many of the
famous landmarks a bit closer and we were fascinated by
Shakespeare's Globe Theatre, the Tower of London, Tate Modern,
the Millennium Bridge . As we passed under each of the
numerous bridges spanning the Thames, the girls waved and
called out to the bemused pedestrians above - they seemed
friendly though and waved back!

The climax of the day was 'Chitty Chitty Bang Bang' at the
London Palladium starring Jason Donovan, Alvin Stardust and
Christopher Biggins. What a spectacular show! The colours, the
music, the special effects and, of course, the amazing flying car,
which stunned us all . In fact, it was so realistic that at least
one child was heard to say the she was absolutely positive the
car really could fly! We all emerged from the theatre
overwhelmed by our experience and chattering animatedly
about what a wonderful show we had seen.

The journey home was strangely quiet as everyone slept as
best they could and dreamt of all the marvellous sights they
had seen that day.

I think the general consensus of opinion was that this was a
brilliant day out and everyone thoroughly enjoyed every bit of
it, despite the unearthly times of departure and return . Where
will we go next year, I wonder?

Miss Sue Nuttall
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Stover Preparatory School

House Reports

Prep School Headmistress' Report
Exciting Times Indeed!

It has been another amazingly busy year at Stover
Preparatory School during which much has been
achieved to make us justifiably proud of our school.
We have changed our name and feel that our new
title is truly representative of the forward thinking,
united school we have become over the last three
years. Stover announced its intention to become a
'Diamond Model' school in the Autumn, building upon
the success of this approach in the Prep . The
introduction of boys to the school over three years
ago, taught within single sex classes, has proved both
effective and popular. The settling in process is, we

feel, complete and our boys and girls coexist
harmoniously side by side.

A Diamond Model school provides its pupils with a mixed dynamic at both
apexes of the school as a whole - the Pre-Prep years and the Sixth Form.
At SPS our experience has been a positive one for this model and our Pre-
Prep will be fully co-educational by September 2006 . Exciting times
indeed!

Julie Fairbrother
Headmistress Stover Preparatory School

Prep School Speech Day

The third Stover Preparatory School Speech
Day held on 4 July was a resounding success.
All pupils participated by singing medleys of
songs from past performances. In addition,
the audience was entertained by a visual
montage of photographs depicting the
numerous events at SPS over the year.

Special awards were presented to Jasper James
who won the Stover Portico Association Cup
and Charlotte Holyoak who won the
Norrington Old Girls' Cup . Coincidentally,
both children were Heads of School for 2005.

Debra Veale, an old girl of Stover presented
the prizes and gave an exhilarating account of
her epic solo Trans-Atlantic voyage . Debra's
power point presentation included video clips
of her battling huge waves in her small
rowing boat.

We would like to congratulate 'old girl' Debra
Barnard and Tim Searle on their wedding this
year and wish them great happiness for their
future together.

Ellie Wrigley : This year has been a very energetic one . Everyone has
worked very well as a team in every single meet. Whether in sport or
house points or academic competitions no one
has been left out.

We may not have won many things but every
single member of the house has tried their
hardest which matters even more than winning.
But the few things we have done well in, like
earning house points and achieving our goals,
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have been fabulous.
In Sports Day I was very proud of

everyone! Everyone ran and jumped and
threw the best they could, despite the
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unbearable heat . Many members of our
team gained medals . We even broke a
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few school records! Keep up the good
work!



Prep School Sports Report

by Carla Cummins and Colin Brown

The newly renamed Stover Preparatory
School goes from strength to strength on
the playing fields of Devon. We started
the year with a good showing in the
rugby, culminating in winning the Plate
final, at the very prestigious Bryanstons
7's Tournament in December.

This was then followed by an excellent
term of football . The Ull and U9, teams,
did exceptionally well against some tough
schools. We also played a very high
standard of football, with the boys
showing very good skills. We have had the
most successful cricket term in the
school's very short history. This is down to
some very hard work by the boys and
some excellent individual effort from
Charlie Stocks and Edward Woolcott, the
latter doing an excellent job as 1st XI
Cricket Captain.

The girls have had a successful year of
sport in the Preparatory School. The year
started off well with some excellent
games of hockey in which all the girls
participated in matches throughout the
term to a high standard. Netball
proceeded in the spring term where the
girls played in some very icy conditions.
The U10 team played very well against
some older teams throughout the term
and the U9 team won the first
tournament of the season at St Michaels
School playing some superb netball. The
rounders term got off to a good start with
all of the girls improving throughout the
summer. The U10, U9, and the U8 teams
all competed against schools with good

/. results. Well done!

We also had some very good
performances in cross-country culminating
in the first 'Stover Preparatory School
Cross Country Event', which was held on a
very cold day in March. Various schools
throughout Devon and Cornwall competed
in the event which saw the runners tackle
a very demanding course through the
Stover grounds.

Our third Sports Day was held on a very
hot summer's day in June. The Pre-Prep
children started off the day with a
morning of sporting activities ranging
from running, jumping and throwing
(mini-style). The children were in various
animal teams from Walking Wombats to
Cantering Cats. The morning was
concluded with a Champions' lap of
honour.

The Prep school children emerged onto
the field at 1pm to start the main
athletics event. The house athletes started
off on the track with sprints of 75m,
100m, 150m, and 200m, and then went

on to 600m, and 800m. Each event ran
very well with a lot of house records
being broken throughout the afternoon.
The field events took place alongside the
track events with the children competing
in long jump, high jump, rounders ball
throw and cricket ball throw. Even more
records were broken in the field events
with everyone thoroughly enjoying taking
part and spectating. The hotly contested
house relays completed the afternoon to
the sound of cheers from fellow
teammates, with many races finishing
very closely between all of the houses.
However, the most serious races of the
day seemed to be that of the 'Mummy
and 'Daddy' race which was fiercely
contended.

Well done to all the children for an
excellent day and a fantastic year of
sports at Stover. We look forward to yet
another successful year of sport.



Prep School Sports Report

The Rugby Season

The First Rugby Match
Mr. Brown blew his whistle and the
game was on . Jamie Coyne-Stacey
passed to me and I dodged the first
tackle . I sprinted and dove through
the posts and scored! I couldn't
believe my eyes, I'd scored the first
try of the match and of the season.
The game carried on with tries from
Alec Reade, Jaime Coyne-Stacey and

Andrew Wrayford, with
many conversions by Charlie
Stocks . The final score was
55-0 to Stover.

Photo credit: Our thanks to Mrs. Sanders for
providing several of these rugby photos.

Owen Rees : It was September when I
saw a team sheet for the first match
of the rugby season against Trinity . I
didn't expect to see my name there,
but it was - I was amazed! The day
drew near and finally I was on the
pitch . I was terrified . The opposition
were bigger than me - all of them!



Prep School Sports Report

The Football Season
lakir Ali: When the football season

began I was excited and thought that

I might get onto the team. Mr. Garner

said I might be the B Team goal

keeper. He said the match was in two

weeks, and that I was the captain! I

was proud of myself for being

captain . I tried to be the best goal

keeper I could be and practised all

week. I like it when the ball gets to

me and 'Whack!', the ball goes up in

the air to my team mates . When the

day arrived I was very nervous. We

were home, playing against St . Peters.

By halftime, the score was still 0-0.

In the changing room, our coach said

we needed some defenders to help

the goal keeper. The second half

began. Our striker was dodging past

the defenders. Then he found the

right place to shoot . He scored and it

was 1-0. Then St. Peter's striker came

at me. I was coming out of the goal

and he shot . The ball went through
my legs into the empty net. It was 1-

1 at the final whistle . I enjoyed the
game!
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• All rooms en suite

• Superb views

• Guest Lounge with log fire

• Just 20 minutes from Stover School

• 4 Red Diamonds AA Award

• Best Breakfast Accolade AA Award

• Dartmoor National Park Charter
for Sustainable Tourism

. ci ' vening meals, by arrangement

• Fully Licensed
- .
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amaze colt
Bed ft Breakfast

Manaton, Dartmoor TQ139UY

Nigel & Carole Fisher

Reservations:
01647 221521



Prep School Sports Report
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This season we played seven games ca
away with four wins, one draw and two
losses. It was a tough season but in the
majority of the games we played we
came out on top.

St Aubyns
On a very soggy day we made our way
over to Tiverton to play St Aubyns . After
losing the toss, St Aubyns put us into bat
first. The opening batsmen went to the
crease keen to get the season off to a
good start but the good start we were
hoping for became a slow one . In the
seventh over we lost our first wicket of
the skipper (myself) with the score at
seven for one. It wasn't looking too good
for us. Our final score after twenty overs
was thirty-five for three wickets. Their
start wasn't looking good as they lost
three wickets having scored only three
runs but they eventually came back to
win by five wickets.

St Peters
Our next challenge was St Peters at
home. This time, we won the toss and we
elected to field first. They lost four
wickets but still managed to score a total
of 92. Our batsmen got off to a slow
start once again and some good bowling
by the St. Peters openers restricted our
score to 4-1 off 4 overs It was then very
slow cricket from there on in and an
excellent display of bowling from Merrick
Steward (St Peters) with figures of 5-4-
2-2 kept Stover down to 46-8 at the
dose of play. A disappointing
performance from all of us and there was
definitely room for improvement. The
match ended with a winning draw for St
Peters.

Exeter Cathedral
This by far was our worst performance of
the year. We won the toss and elected to

0

bat first. This seemed like a good idea at
first but our top and middle order
batsmen did not perform as well as we
would have liked. Our top order batsmen
down to number 6 put on a total of 24
between them . Then some good batting
from the lower order batsmen got the
innings back on track. Stover got a total
of 58 all out. Exeter Cathedral's innings
was poor to losing 3 wickets in the first 5
avers. Some sloppy bowling gave away
needless runs through extras but
eventually, a bad run from Exeter gave us
the win by 1 run and our first win of the
season.

Plymouth College
On a lovely summer's day we made our
way down to Plymouth for what we
thought would be a tough match. We
won the toss and chose to field first
Plymouth posted a total of 84-6 and we
knew that we would have to do a lot
better than we did last time. We got off
to a shaky start again but that brought
Edward Woolcott and Jasper James to the
crease and some very good batting by
both led us to victory by 6 wickets. They
put on a partnership of 76 together with
Edward Woolcott getting 49 and Jasper
James did a good job of supporting with
12.

Kelly College
This was an all round good performance
from everybody in the team . We lost the
toss and were put in to bat but that was
what we were going to do even if we won
the toss so everybody was happy. This
time good batting from Edward Woolcott
and Charlie Stocks got Stover's innings
on course until Charlie lofted one
straight into the hands of mid-off.
Unlucky for him, unlucky for Stover. He

was dismissed for 30. Then we lost two
quick wickets off Hicks and Barlow and
Jasper James. Then it was time for tea
which meant that we would declare on
124-6. Edward Woolcott had a very good
day on the batting side of it scoring 56.
Then it was Kelly's turn and only the
number 9 batsman showed any real
resistance to our bowlers, scoring 28.
Stover easily disposed of Kelly by 41 runs.

Exeter School
On a very muggy day with light showers
in the air. Stover played Exeter Junior
School. We won the toss and elected to
field first. Exeter lost a quick wicket but
then some good batting and sloppy
fielding gave Exeter a good total to
defend of 109-3 . We lost two wickets in
the first over and then amazing batting
by Charlie Stocks and Edward Woolcott
won us the game with a partnership of
109 with Charlie getting 57 and Edward
getting 31 . We still had 5 overs left to
get the runs if we needed them!!

Mount House
As this was our last game of the season
and the last game most of the boys in
the team would ever play for Stover, we
walked onto the square determined to do
well and come away with a good result.
Mount House won the toss and decided
to field so that left Jasper James and
James Barlow in to open and we went an
over and a half before Jasper got out for
one run . We carried on batting until we
were all out for sixty-seven . They then
went into bat and their number two
batsman was caught and the next was
bowled . Things appeared to look good but
the two batsmen still in bat finished off
the game leaving Mount House with a
win by seven wickets
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Prep School Sports Report

Interhouse Reports
Charlotte Holyoak : The girls Interhouse
matches were played and performed
excellently by all teams . There were very close
results overall in both rounders and tennis . The
Year 5 and 4 girls played tennis amazingly.
Although most of us had not played tennis
much before, we all competed very well.
Elizabeth, Victoria and Mary all had six players
each and all six girls tried hard . Mary and
Elizabeth both won four games each, but
Mary won on a count back of scores . In
rounders, the matches again were very tight.
The under 9s and under 10s played and all did
well . The result in the end when all the scores
were added up was a close one. The Year 5
winner was Mary and the Years 3 and 4
winner was Elizabeth . The overall winner of
the Interhouse rounders match was Elizabeth.
Well done for a great day!

My Favourite Rounders Match (U9)

Rounders Report
Ella Ettridge, Jemima Rogers, and Charlotte Holyoak : The rounders season this
year has been fun and successful for all the pupils and staff . Stover won a
number of matches and played consistently well throughout the term . All pupils
this season have participated many times and tried hard in lessons and matches.
We feel that every student has improved tremendously . All matches have been
enjoyed thoroughly. We would like to thank our coach Miss Cummins and all the
teachers that have taught and supported us during the term . Every child has
improved and scored many rounders throughout the season.

Ben Robbins : Sports Day this year was a
scorching hot afternoon . There was not a
cloud in the sky. There were about fifty
events but the most difficult to run in on
the day were the long distance races, due
to the heat.

At the end of a fantastic day, the
results were collated . Seymour came
third, Courtenay second and Templer was
triumphant in first place . I didn't really
mind that our team did not win because I
know we all enjoyed ourselves
tremendously.

Tom Larner : It was the first time that I
had participated in such an exciting
Sports Day. After all the events had
finished, medals and trophies were
awarded to the athletes who had

Junior Sports Day 2005
performed really well . Everyone received
praise, cheers and applause for their
efforts and felt good about taking part.
I thoroughly enjoyed the Sports Day and
was encouraged by the number of parents
who came to watch and support us . I had
a great time and I can't wait to take part
again next year!

William Sanderson-Hindom : Everybody
was in their houses . Each house sat in a
different area . The track events came first,
getting longer - 75m, 100m, 150m, 200m,
250m, 600m and 800m. Then the field
events cut in - long jump, high jump,
cricket ball throw and rounders ball
throw. The relays were the last events.
There were A and B teams. I was in the
A's . We came 3rd, but I didn't mind

because it is taking part that matters. The
prize giving was next. People who came
1st received a medal, and there were cups
for the best athletes. The toddlers race
followed, along with the Mothers' race
and Fathers' race . I really enjoyed the
Sports Day.



Prep School Charity Events

London Playtex Moonwalk
Carla Cummins

12 members of staff from Stover Preparatory
School took part in and completed the
London Playtex Moonwalk. Maria Blockley,
Joyce Burgess, Carla Cummins, Jane Edwards,
Claire Ettridge, Sue Holmes, Fliss Martin,
Carol Simmons, Sarah Stoddart, Jackie
Sanders, Francis Waring and Hannah Warman
were driven up to London on a very hot June
morning by Mr Brown (our official cheer
squad).

We arrived at Hyde Park at 8pm and got
ourselves fuelled up along with the other
15,000 women (and a few men) ready for the
26.2 miles ahead of us . We set off shortly
before midnight on one of the hottest nights
of the year in London . We took in the sights
as we walked through the early hours of
Sunday morning along the marathon route . A
refreshed Mr Brown cheered us on as we
eventually rounded the corner to the Mall as
we made our way back to Hyde Park to the
finish . . . some time later.

Throughout the year the team trained very
hard for what really was a marathon effort.
We held several fundraising events
culminating in a 'Pink' Day, and in total the
team raised 02,500 for Breast Cancer
Awareness. Well done to everyone involved
and thanks to everyone for their donations,
sponsorship and support.

Year 4 Boys Help
Victims of the Tsunami

Matthew Ayer: After the tragic

tsunami in Indonesia on Boxing Day

last year, the Year Four boys decided

they wanted to help. Completely of

their own volition, they organized an

after-lunch sweet sale to aid the

victims of the tidal wave. They made

signs, organized the sweets, set up

stalls in their classroom, set prices and

handled all transactions

independently. The resulting sell-out

sale earned just more than C65 to put

towards a relief box. I was very proud

to be their teacher as I watched their

selfless hard work that has helped

those less fortunate to get back on

their feet .

Stover Scn x
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Prep School
Music, Drama a Performing Arts

PS Music Report
'A school that sings, hums, whistles and dances is a school that is
alive'

September, and the new school year stretches ahead ready to be
filled with the sounds of music making . Plans are made, ideas
discussed, dates put into diaries and suddenly 	 we're off!

Harvest - a time of thanksgiving and reflection - beautifully
captured in the children's presentation of 'Harvest Praise' From
Reception to year 6 voices were raised in song giving thanks for
'fruitful harvest days', for the farmers working tirelessly in the fields,
and ending with a foot stompin', finger clickin', hand clappin' Hoe
Down. No time to catch our breath - Christmas is coming! Suddenly
the school is alive to carol singers, drummers and the evocative bell-
like qualities of glockenspiels and xylophones . Reception, years 1 and
2 under the dramatic auspices of Mrs Smale, Mr Garner, Mrs Reynolds,
Mrs Simmons and Mrs Clutten brought to life the traditional nativity
play and on a perfect winter's day, combined with years 3 - 6 to
remind us again of the miracle of the birth of Jesus.

The beginning of the Spring term, and already preliminary
rehearsals and auditions are being held for the forthcoming Summer
productions . During this hard-working term, the children of years 3 -
6 took time out from their busy musical schedule in order to take part
in a Drama Workshop run so inventively by David Jones - principal of
Creative Workshop Schools . The children were given the opportunity
to hone performing and confidence-building skills working in pairs
and groups, and brought together all that had been learned in a short
performance for relatives and friends.

The Summer term dawned calm and serene with no hint of the
frenzied activity that would result in the staging of two productions.
Years 3 and 4 had a mystery to solve - Humpty Dumpty had fallen
from the wall! Was he pushed or did he fall? This was the question
that the judge, jury, witnesses and public had to answer . Set in a
courtroom, the judge called on Jack and Jill, Bo-Peep and her organic
sheep, the Duke of York and his brigade and Jack Horner to help piece
together the crime. It eventually came to light that an errant plum,
pulled from Jack Horner's pie, was the cause of Humpty's downfall!

Years 5 and 6 were engaged in a far more deadly battle - between
the rival gangs of Dandy Dan and Fat Sam! New York in the 1920s,
where the sultry Tallulah, feisty Blousey Brown, nightclub owner Fat
Sam Ciccolini and the eponymous hero Bugsy Malone go to war
against the preening Dandy Dan and His Hoods . Cue sharp suits,
fedoras, American accents, flappers, boxers and blazing splurge guns
in a musical production that stretched the cast to their limits. Lively
dance numbers and heart-warming ballads transported the audience
into another world where, in the end, bitter rivalries are put aside in
favour of friendship and love. The set, beautifully crafted by Mrs
Holmes, lighting and sound - Mr Perkins, and the music lifted the
performances to the highest levels of achievement.

Set amongst all these activities were the Music Assemblies - a
chance for individuals to perform in front of parents and their peers.
A huge variety of instruments have been on show - violin, piano,
recorder, trumpet, clarinet, flute, keyboard, drums and voice - with
children from all the year groups included.

The pace - relentless, the energy and stamina of the children -
boundless, the hard work and enthusiasm of all the staff - generous,
the end result - fantastic!!!

Mrs Lean
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Bugsy Malone
Thanks to Mrs Lean and all the Prep School Staff
who helped with the exhausting but exciting
task of creating, producing and presenting a
school theatrical production, Bugsy Malone was
a resounding success with some very notable
performances. The energetic audience
participation in the finale number 'Good Guys'
proved this absolutely. The Senior school has its
beady eyes on potential musicians, singers and
performers for future productions!
Congratulations to all involved.

Nicholas Bridger: There were about one hundred
children involved in the production and
everybody worked really hard to put on such a
spectacular show. The music and acting were
sensational!

The Eagle Returns, a
Roman newspaper
article

By Charlotteur Steadeur, Annus 5

Centurion Marcus Aquilla and Esca his body slave
of the Second Legion have been searching for the
mysterious disappearance of the Ninth Legion and
its eagle.

Marcus Aquillas' father was in the Ninth Legion
when it disappeared without a trace after starting
its march to war. The Legion has been missing for 9
years.

Marcus joined the Second Legion when he was
18 and became centurion . Esca was a warrior in
the arena before becoming a body slave to
Marcus.

Marcus has had to leave the Second Legion
after a chariot accident damaged his right leg.

Following this blow to Marcus' life he lived with
his uncle Aquila for 2 years until the day one of
his uncle's friends made a comment that it was
tragic that the Ninth Legion never came marching
back . This made Marcus take up the challenge to
find the Ninth Legion.

Marcus decided to travel as an eye doctor.
Marcus and Esca's epic journey started at
Hadrian's Wall.

Throughout days and nights they travelled, in
and out of endless tribes until they saw the Epidi
tribe . They stole the eagle from the holy temple at
night. After they stole the eagle they ran away
from the Epidi tribe.

The eagle is back with its proper owners, the
Romans!



Prep School
Music, Drama a Performing Arts

A Taste of Performing Arts

The Year 6 and 7 Boys and Girls
and visiting pupils experienced a
'taster' day which included
participating in Senior school
lessons. Children had the chance
to experience several different
subjects at Senior School level
and enjoyed a Performing Arts
workshop in which they had a
go at some physical and vocal
warm up exercises,
concentration exercises,
collaborative skills in small
groups, and finally they

produced a sound and
movement showing of a poem entitled

'Chinese New Year Dragon'
by John Foster.

On top of that, the
Year 9s performed a
scene from the school
production of Toad of
Toad Hall' - the Weasel
Rap - cool, atmospheric
and quite unnerving!



SPS Trips

Molly Greenslade : The first thing we did was to look
at the compass bearings and answer questions on a
sheet . Afterwards we looked at life in Elizabethan
times. A guide talked to us about what life was like at
this point in history. We learnt about explorers and
voyages from Plymouth, and about different
lighthouse designs and navigation.

The class also climbed to the top of Smeaton's
Tower outside on the Hoe and visited the statue of Sir
Francis Drake. I had an extremely fun day out!

Fergus Brennan : I very much
enjoyed my trip to Morwhelham
Quay because there were so many
different things to do. The things to
do were looking through a mine and
being an actual Victorian school
child . My most favourite event was
the dressing room where you had to
dress up in an old Victorian
costume with patches on them and
ripped pockets, after that we went
to this building where you break
up rocks and find copper inside.
There were many sites to see such
as a huge water wheel right by
the car park and nearly
everywhere there were Victorian
jobs and houses, some you could
go into and see most of the
things inside them.

At the end of our activities
we all made our way to a gift
and sweet shop . As we went back
to the bus we waved some of the
Victorian people off as our coach
speed away. I would like to go
there again if I had the chance it
was amazing.
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Year 5 Trip to the
Teign River

George Wood : Water features were
our geography subject so we visited
Teign River. We walked along some
grass until we reached a cobbled path.
Mr. Perkins took a water sample from a
puddle next to a barn . Then we crossed
an old railway into marshland and we
took another water sample . We
approached the river and were told to
draw a picture of a bank. We also took
one last water sample from the river.
When we got back we found that the
marshland water was cleanest. What
an interesting trip.

Bristol Science Museum
Holly Sames : Yes! It was a long trip
but we got there in the end! When we
arrived we went to the workshop and
played a questing game. We then
decided to do a few sketches.
Once inside the museum. we spent
some time in the living body room and
found ourselves experiencing the
sounds inside a mother's womb. The
floor started to vibrate as well and
then we went upstairs to the exercise
room and played a game of volleyball.
We could see ourselves on a giant
computer screen .



When we arrived at the Duchy College in June for our 3 day stay, we
immediately put up our tents and began to unpack . Everyone set off for a
tour of the camp before survival skills . We did the activity in a forest and
used logs to build shelters. This was a lot of fun and made us use our
imaginations so that our shelters would not collapse as soon as someone
touched them!

Archery was the next activity that I did and it was a lot of fun because
most people had never had a go before . Everyone was very good even though
they kept on missing the target. We played a few games using a huge
dartboard.

The next day we did canoeing and kayaking . Canoeing was great because
everyone got soaked trying to lie down over the edge of the boat . We also
played a game using some rubber ducks . Kayaking was brilliant, it was my
favourite activity. We played lots of games and I never capsized.

That evening everyone did orienteering . In this activity we had to find a
piece of wood with a number and symbol on it . You then had to record the
symbol and take it back to your group leader.

The last activity was climbing, which I really enjoyed. It was very hard to
climb up the wall because some of the bricks turned around . Abseiling back
down the wall was the easiest part and everyone began to be able to jump.

\ The trip was a lot of fun and no one seemed to want to leave .

SPS Trips

La n hyd rock

Lewis Steer : The

views and land around

Lanhydrock in

Cornwall were
stunning . When we
arrived at the

Victorian house and

grounds we were split

into three groups, one

guide to each group

and we were shown
different aspects of

the house . The group I

was in was looking at
the family of the

house. We looked at
the rooms the family

would live in - they

were tab!

\
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Instructors : Mrs B Mcllroy I .l .H andMrs J Gratton B .H .S .A .1

E14 .00 for 1'/2 hours tuition

Includes:
Cross Country,

Stable
Off

management,
road

Dressage, Show jumping
woodland hacking, Picnic rides

Beginners welcome • All ponies and horses are well schooled and
compete regularly at Pony Club events

Contact: Rora Farm, Liverton, Newton Abbot, TQ12 6HZ

Tel: 01626 821257
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First Steps Nursery

CAROL BISCONI (nee Pegler),

Head Girl of 1968 under Miss Hill,

the Headmistress, came to visit

Stover in the summer with her

eldest daughter and was

delighted to see the school

thriving . Carol is now living in

Brazil with three children.

What a very busy year it was! By

July 2005, 31 children were on

roll, with the majority due to join

Reception in the Prep School in

the forthcoming September.

A veritable cornucopia of activities

was conducted all year, including

a minibeasts workshop led by

SPARC of Dartington, a trip to

Paignton Zoo, a celebration of

Diwali and Harvest Festival for

which the children picked the

Stover apples from the orchard

and baked apple crumble to serve

to their parents, performing

topical songs and dances . And, of

course, the Nativity surpassed the

annual 'aaaah' factor again!

Due to the outstanding weather in

the summer term, we were able to

explore the jungle, have picnics,

build camps and play outdoor

drama games and hide-and-seek

among the trees .

Sports Day was a competitive

affair (more for the parents than

the children) but all took part

with energy and great enthusiasm.

The Nursery continues to go from

strength to strength and the

children continue to enchant us as

they all thrive in the wonderful

landscape, buildings and facilities

that we have here at Stover.

Sarah Stoddart
Head of Nursery

WITH DEEP RESPECT
On a sad note, we would like to report the passing
of Miss Laura Jewill-Hill during the summer of 2004,
aged 97 . Miss Jewill-Hill was Headmistress at Stover
School from 1963 — 1969 . It is she we have to thank
for the tradition of the Summer Ball ; it was during
her Headship that the first ever Stover Summer Ball
took place . Moreover, she oversaw the building of
the Phyllis Dence wing and the boarder studies and
accommodation above it.
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If yon live i!"ne around the Danmoor National Pt

planning a move. Victor Pal
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he delighted to meet and advise ]

Remember, with Palmer and Radclyffe you're in safe hands .
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